
OVER 100 HORSES REPRESENTED THE RENO RODEO 
IN THIS YEAR'S NEVADA DAY PARADE

see story on page 11
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

1ST VICE PRESIDENT  
CRAIG DOWNIE

2ND VICE PRESIDENT  
JOSH IVESON

TREASURER 
 GREG WILLIAMS

SECRETARY 
DEBBIE SPRAGUE

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Mike Torvinen – President  
Craig Downie – 1st Vice President 
Josh Iveson – 2nd Vice President 
Debbie Sprague – Secretary 
Greg Williams – Treasurer 
Bill Summy – Immediate Past President 
Clint Wells – Past Presidents' Representative 
Bob Cose Sharon DeSimoni 
Terry Donshick Troy Gardner 
Paul Gordon Jim Neil 
Carrie Ann Sattler Mark Sutton 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Greg Williams – Chair 
Jim Neil – Assitant Chair 
Justin Thomsen – Assistant Chair 
Alex Bybee 
Andi Morency 
Josh Iveson 
Mike Long

HOLIDAY DINNER
The Holiday Dinner was 
a great success, I think. 
I hope all of you that 
attended enjoyed it as 
much as I did. We tried 
to make it just about 
being around friends, and 
enjoying the start to a 
busy season. Thank you 
to all that attended, and 
I hope you enjoyed it as 
much as I did.

LEGACY PROJECT EVENTS
The Tallman Dinner was a huge success! We had a great crowd 
from all aspects of the community, and the evening was a 
true celebration of Bob Tallman’s accomplishments over many 
years in the rodeo business. And we raised well over $100,000 
for the Legacy Project. Between the golf tournament and the 
dinner, we have raised $150,000! This would not have been 
possible without the tireless efforts of a lot of people, but 
most importantly, JP Pinocchio. The events were his idea and 
he worked his tail off, and provided support in many ways to 
ensure their success. A tremendous thank you to him and his 
crew at Rock Pile Productions.

NEVADA DAY
We did it! 100+ horses in the Nevada Day parade…without a 
hitch. We won “BEST OVERALL” entry in the parade. A great day 
for Reno Rodeo. And I will say it again, thank you Steve Edgar 
and Jenny Lesieutre. Great job for Reno Rodeo! If you have 
not seen the pictures, take a look @renorodeopresident on 
Instagram and on Jenny’s Facebook page. It was a sight to be 
seen. 

VETERAN’S DAY
On November 11, Miss Reno Rodeo, Kaely Juzek; myself; and 
Craig Downie rode in the chuck wagon in the Veteran’s Day 
parade. It felt good to put forth a simple gesture to thank all of 
our veterans for their service, both past and future. The parade 

was very well attended. It was nice to see the community 
support for our veterans.

PRCA CONVENTION
The reservations are made, and the final plans are being fine-
tuned. Actually, I believe we will be in the midst of the PRCA 
Convention when this Bullsheet comes out. The convention 
runs from December 3rd to December 6th. The entire 
Executive Committee will be in attendance. The convention, 
like any convention for any profession or industry, provides 
an opportunity to interact with people from other rodeos and 
the PRCA. Why is that important? It provides an opportunity 
to, first, confirm the things we do right are in fact right, and 
second, to see and understand the things other rodeos do that 
may make ours better; exchange ideas and explore new ones. 
We will also be meeting with National sponsors and contract 
personnel to finalize our agreements, for not only 2019, but 
years to come. It is a very important week for Reno Rodeo. 
We need to be involved in this stuff to be informed enough 
to properly exercise our responsibilities as members of the 
Executive Committee.

FOR MEMBERS ONLY!
We announced our members only Gator raffle at the Holiday 
dinner. If you were not there, we are holding a raffle for a Gator 
or $10,000 cash! We will sell, to members only, 2,000 tickets 
maximum and they are $50 apiece or 3 for $100. We intend to 
draw the winner this spring. Get your tickets before they are 
gone. 

SPECIALTY SALES AND BUCKLES!
It looks like the 100 year buckle is very popular! Get yours soon 
if you want one. Looks like we are going to be sold out prior to 
Christmas! We are working on getting more, but that will take 
some time. 

I also want to congratulate Ken and Marianne Minor for their 
work on Specialty Sales. With Melissa’s help, they have been 
working very hard to get things in stock, inventoried, and up 
for sale online. They are also at not only our events, but other 
events selling, selling, selling. 

continued on page 3
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 GENERAL MANAGER’S MESSAGE

Mike Torvinen
President 2019

  George Combs
General Manager

As Thanksgiving approaches so soon, and the Vegas NFR Trip 
upcoming in two weeks, Christmas speeds closely behind!! This 
time of year always makes me think about the ending of one, 
the beginning of the next, goals realized (or not), and plans 
for the future. Along the way, I hope I have not forgotten the 
important things: family, friendship, loved ones, and being 
a good citizen! Since coming here to Reno, I am pleased to 
say, “Shannon and I are so thankful and glad to be here!” The 
citizens of this community are very dedicated and appreciative 
of “giving back,” with Reno Rodeo a top contributor as well. 
There have been quite a few fundraising events recently that 
will provide many, many returns to this community. Along with 
dollars gifted to other charitable organizations such as Mom’s 
on the Run, Wounded Warriors, and the Man up Crusade, there 
is money for scholarships.  There are clothes and toys to be 
given away, plus food items to be donated to needy families. 
It’s great to be a Nevadan!

A few notes of interest: Carrie Ann Sattler will be giving a 
presentation at the PRCA convention this year on sponsorships. 
Reno Rodeo will have a large presence at the convention, as 
well as hosting a Reno Rodeo suite once again. Myself and 
the others on the PRCA executive council arranged this year’s 
convention talks and break-out round table sessions. I hope 

that all attendees will 
notice the difference.  
There will be some news 
from the new PRCA CEO 
that I’m sure many will 
be interested to hear. 
There are many big 
changes coming for the 
PRCA. I am excited to 
see these changes and 
see the sport of rodeo 
continue to grow and be 
better then ever. After 
this is all laid out at the 
Convention, I will be 
updating all of you on what exciting changes are coming.

Again, I am very proud of and thankful for the contributions 
Reno Rodeo volunteers make to the rodeo, its association, and 
its citizenship. I hope you all have a wonderful, peaceful, and 
enjoyable Holiday season with your family, loved ones, and 
friends, both old and new!!

continued from page 2

PARTING SHOT!
It has been gratifying to have several one-on-one conversations 
with some of you committee chairs. You are all very engaged 
and already diligently thinking about June 2019. That is great. 
I just want to encourage all of you to do the same if you have 
not. The rodeo will be here in the blink of an eye. When we did 
our debriefs of the 2018 rodeo, we heard a lot of great ideas. 
Now is the time to start thinking about what we need to do to 
implement them. The ideas were too great to let die.

TRIVIA
Trivia Rule – To get your swag you must approach me 
personally at a Reno Rodeo membership function (lunch or 
dinner) and give me the correct answer. You must approach me 
after the “official” start time of the function. 

This month’s question – What happened of significance on 
June 28, 1919?

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO FOR RENO RODEO! (775) 745-0840
amaysingequine@me.com                            amaysingequine.com

Wishing y’all an 
A-MAYS-ING 

holiday season!

Lisa Mays
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Clara Andriola 
Executive Director

Challenge of Champions 
Supports Denim Drive 
Congratulations to Susie 
Wilson, from Scappoose, 
Oregon, who was the 
winner of the 50/50 
Raffle at the Saturday, 
November 10, Battle of 
the States Bull Riding 
event at the Reno-Sparks 
Livestock Events Center. 
Susie was so excited 
to win, and helped the 
Denim Drive by giving 
back $150 of her winnings 

to support the kids. Thanks to Reno Rodeo Association Team 
355 Volunteers Dan Bybee, Rhiannon Butler, Cienna Butler 

and Pat Rosaschi, 
who helped with the 
event. 

Reno Rodeo 
Foundation partners 
with Famous Dave’s at 
Fantasies In Chocolate
Over 2,000 people 
attended the 
34th Fantasies In 

Chocolate event at the Grand Sierra on Saturday, November 
17. Miss Reno Rodeo 2019, Kaely Juzek, was invited onto the 
stage by the DJ who had the entire room giving her a huge 
welcome. The amazing and talented line dance group – who 
named themselves Clara’s Dancers – made the night exciting. 
The dance floor was packed with people having tons of fun! 
Special thanks to Famous Dave’s, who partnered with the Reno 
Rodeo Foundation, and the group of volunteers who helped 
with the event. The Reno Rodeo Foundation was selected 
as one of the nonprofits who will receive a portion of the 
proceeds from the event. 

Denim Drive Kick-off Event at Bundox Bocce Enjoyed by All
Everyone attending the Denim Drive Kick-off on Sunday, 
November 18, at Bundox Bocce had a great time. Thanks to 

sponsors Associated 
General Contractors 
and Jaguar Land 
Rover Reno as well as 
promotion partner 
K-Bull. Attendees 
enjoyed listening to 
both local artist Andi 
Kilgore and her band, 
who opened and closed 
the event, and the 
acoustical performance 
by Nashville Country 
recording artist Big 

Label Machine Group headliner, Riley Green, who is currently on 
tour. Congratulations to Greg Torvinen, the winner of the 50/50 
raffle. Thanks to Reno Rodeo Association Team 355 Volunteers, 
Dan Bybee, Rhiannon Butler, Pat Rosaschi, and Connie Tilley for 
helping with the event.

Howard Weiss Receives the Spirit of Giving Award at 2018 
National Philanthropy Day and Cornerstone Awards Association 
of Fundraising Professionals Luncheon 
On Thursday, November 15, several Reno Rodeo Foundation 
Board members, along with hundreds of community leaders 
and organizations, helped recognize Howard Weiss. He is a 
successful entrepreneur, loving husband of 70 years, father, 
grandfather, great grandfather, and philanthropist. What makes 
Howard so special is his generosity from which thousands in 
our community have directly benefited. Whether it be providing 
financial assistance to help children in 4-H clubs, purchasing 
cowboy hats for Foster children, attending the Reno Rodeo, 
or anonymously funding educational scholarships, his heart is 
authentic and immense, without any expectation of recognition.  
He is a person who truly defines the celebration of National 
Philanthropy Day. There’s no finer gentleman to deserve such an 
accolade. Congratulations Howard! 

50-50 Raffle Winner Susie Wilson

Fantasies In Chocolate Reno Rodeo Foundation Volunteers

Reno Rodeo Foundation Board Members Mike Torvinen, Laura Rader, Debby 
Herman, Scott Peterson, Executive Director Clara Andriola, and Craig Downie 
congratulate Howard Weiss.

Congratulations Greg Torvinen Winner of the 
Denim Drive Kick-off 50-50 Raffle

FOUNDATION NEWS
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Kaely Jusek
Miss Reno Rodeo 2019

Wow! It’s hard to 
believe that it is already 
December!!! The Reno 
Rodeo is only six months 
away!!! Which also means 
only six months until the 
Miss Reno Rodeo pageant!

The Queens Committee 
members have been 
working their tails off to 
put together an incredible 
queen clinic. The dates 
of the clinic are January 
26-27. We are doing 
something a little different 

this year by adding horsemanship. If your going to do it you 
might as well go big, right? That’s why we are having our clinic 
at Ranchharrah!!! Our clinician is Lisa Lageschaar, Miss Rodeo 
America 2017! We couldn’t be more thrilled about the way this 
clinic is coming together! 

Our goal is to really try and get more girls excited about 
running. How great would it be to have six or more girls 
running!?! I remember when it used to be that big, and I’d love 
to see it get there again. If you guys know any girls who are 
interested in possibly running to be a rodeo queen, tell them 
about the clinic!

We have such a unique rodeo family in this association. I’d love 
to have more girls experience all of the love that you all have 
given me. Each luncheon, party, or event that I attend feels like 
a big family reunion. As the years go by, all of you are what I will 
cherish the most about this once in a lifetime experience. The 
Reno Rodeo family is what makes Miss Reno Rodeo such an 
incredible title to have. Thank you to every single one of you for 
all of your love and kindness.

Above
Back Row: Pat Torvinen, Mike 
Torvinen, Kaely Jusek, Spenser 
Downie,Jamie Johnson, Craig 
Downey.
Front: Mikey Efstratis

photo credit Michael Efstratis

Right
MRR Kaely Jusek and speaker 
Amberly Snyder

photo credit Spenser Downie

Boots and Bow Ties Fund Raiser for Center for Adaptive Riding

Veterans' Day ParadeNevada Day Parade

Kaely Juzek and Fred Cornelius 
Photo Credit Mike Torvinen

Kaely Juzek and Rosie 
Photo Credit Fred Cornelius

I hope that you all have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year with you family and loved ones. See you all next year in 
2019!!!

LETTER FROM THE QUEEN
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Mark Sutton

MEMBERS/DIRECTORS/PAST PRESIDENTS

The 2019 Bylaws Committee has been formed and will take 
up any suggestions that you may have in regards to changes 
to the Bylaws of the Association. In accordance with Article 
XIV. B, all proposals should be made in writing and submitted 
to the Committee for consideration. Included below are 
the requirements. Please submit any changes no later than 
December 31, 2018 as the Committee will meet right after the 
beginning of 2019.

Please submit any suggestions to: Sharon DeSimoni at 
Sharon.rodeo@gmail.com.

ARTICLE XIV

AMENDMENT OF BYLAWS

A. These Bylaws, or any portion thereof, may be amended,   
 revised, or repealed, at any meeting duly noticed for such   
 purpose.

B. Proposals to amend, revise, or repeal the bylaws may be   
 made by any Active Member of the Association.

  a. Proposals must first be submitted in writing to the   
   Bylaws Committee for consideration.

   i. All requests must be in writing and signed by the  
    person requesting the bylaws change.

   ii. All requests must reference the specific section of  
    the bylaws proposed for amendment or revision.  
    The request must also contain a full explanation of  
    the reason for the proposed amendment and   
    contain proposed wording.

  b. The Bylaws Committee will consider the proposal   
   and make a recommendation to the Executive   
   Committee.

  c. The Executive Committee will then make a   
   recommendation to the Board of Directors. The   
   Executive Committee may decide to recommend  
   that the proposal not be moved forward to the Board  
   of Directors, which shall be noted in the minutes of  
   the Executive Committee.

Sharon DeSimoni
Bylaws Chair

The Reno Rodeo recently won the Best Overall Entry award 
at the 2018 Nevada Day Parade, thanks in large part to 
Steve Edgar, chairman of the RR Chuck Wagon Committee. 
Steve received the assignment of pulling 
together more than 100 riders to celebrate 
100 years of Reno Rodeo, from 2019 
President, Mike Torvinen. “I’m not a logistics 
guy, but that is what I focused on for 
several months before the parade. Initially, 
I wasn’t sure we could pull together that 
many riders, but it all came together,” Steve 
stated. “There were a lot of people in the 
association that worked hard to make the 
entire day a success!”

A native Nevadan, Edgar grew up in 
Carson City, and attended Carson High 
before going on to UNR and graduating 
with a business degree in 1976. “My dad 
was originally from Utah, and my mom was raised in London, 
England. They met in Reno after my dad had been in the Navy,” 
Edgar explained. Steve has one brother and one sister who 
both live in Carson, as well as one daughter, Kerinne. 

Edgar’s Reno Rodeo career started in 2007 after boarding his 
horse for a short time at Mike Torvinen’s house. “I got talking 
to Mike one day, and he suggested I apply as a wrangler, and 
I’ve been involved ever since.” In addition to the Chuck Wagon 
Committee, Steve has served as one of the Reno Rodeo parade 
marshals, along with the Team Sorting, the Black Stallion 
Literacy Project, the RR Reading Roundup, Manpower, and 
Cattle Drive Committees. A jack of all trades, Edgar advises, “I 

can do everything, but not very well!” The RR Association might 
disagree, as he has been recognized for his efforts multiple 
times, including winning an Award of Merit buckle in 2016.

Steve is a retired wildland firefighter with the 
Bureau of Land Management. He started with 
the BLM, Carson City District, shortly after high 
school. “Initially, the job helped me get through 
college, but I ended up making a career of 
it,” Edgar advised. “In addition to the BLM, I 
spent three years with the Nevada Division of 
Forestry and two years with the Nevada State 
Fire Marshal’s office. Altogether, I had 40 years 
of fire service when I retired in March of 2010.” 
Through his work at the BLM, Edgar also met his 
life partner, Jenny Lesieutre.

A confessed “wanna-be cowboy,” Edgar has 
enjoyed riding horses for the last twenty 
years, and also appreciates his chuck wagon 

assignment. He talks about the importance of having a 
“rhythm” with the chuck wagon team so that everyone knows 
what they need to do.“The only time we have any challenges to 
speak of is when we go to a new rodeo or city, and we spend 
time getting the lay of the land. Other than that, it usually goes 
smooth.”

As one of the key representatives of the Reno Rodeo, Edgar 
is preparing for the 2019 rodeo. “I am looking forward to the 
2019 season and taking the chuck wagon to various California 
rodeos in April and May. We truly are ambassadors of the Reno 
Rodeo Association.”  

WE ARE THE RENO RODEO – STEVE EDGAR
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The stories for Count Down to 100 are excerpts from  
A History—The First 80 Years,  

by Guy Clifton, Edited by Bill Price.

 Monthly Luncheons

Everyone enjoys the Reno Rodeo luncheons and dinners. 
The food is always exceptional, and these events provide 
an opportunity to find out what's going on with the Reno 
Rodeo and with your rodeo friends. To help ensure that the 
attendance count is correct, the Board of Directors has set the 
following rules.

If you do not RSVP, but show up, you will be charged the price 
of the meal, as well as having to wait for available seating.

If you do RSVP, do not call to cancel, and do not show up, you 
will be invoiced for the price of the meal. 

If you need to cancel, please call and let us know. 

Guest price ranges from $30 to $50 depending on the event.

RSVP by phone at 775.329.3877 ext 224
in person at the Reno Rodeo office
or by email at RSVP@renorodeo.com.

In 1971, Bob Peterson, whose father Ray was president of the 
Reno Rodeo Association through the 1950s, was the association 
president. He followed the winning formula established by his 
father, starting the rodeo off with a huge parade highlighted 
by Hollywood celebrities. This year Slim Pickens was the grand 
marshal of the parade, though he shared the title with Patrick 
Wayne, who arrived in Reno just after shooting the film “Big 
Jake” with his father, John. During the rodeo Pickens presented 
Governor Mike O’Callaghan with a Winchester-National Rifle 
Association Centennial Rifle.

Cy Tallion was the rodeo announcer, Cotton Rosser the stock 
contractor, and Bobby Adams the queen.

Larry Mahan was named the all-around champion, and another 
Hall of Famer Dean Oliver captured the calf roping and the 
$1,114 paycheck that went with it. The saddle bronc champion 
was Bill Nelson of San Francisco. Alvin Deal won the bareback, 
Jack Roddy the steer wrestling, C.W. Adams the bull riding, 
and Fallon’s Sammy Thurman the barrel racing. The team 
roping champions were Hall of Famer Jim Rodriquez and Ron 
Goodrich. The Indian bronc riding champion was Cory Abel of 
McDermitt.

In 1972, rodeo association president Jim Halley caused a stir 
when he supervised a herd of steers up Virginia Street without 
permission of the city fathers. In future the association asked 
for – and were mostly denied – the right to do this. Parade 
committee chairman reported that veteran actor Chill Wills 
would be among the participants, sitting atop the stagecoach 
owned by Benny Binion of Las Vegas. The grand marshal was 

Larry Mahan shows off the set of silver spurs 
he received for winning the all-around title at 
the 1971 Reno Rodeo.

Michael Landon, known 
best as Little Joe from 
Bonanza fame.

The rodeo was 
once again four 
performances and 
so many participants 
signed up in the 
team roping that 
preliminaries had to be 
held the week before. 
A new event was a 
special youth steer 
riding contest, open to 
youngsters 12 to 15, 
won by Brian Rosser, 
son of stock contractor 
Cotton Rosser.

Oakland cowboy Steve 
Cosca was named 
all-around champion, 
edging his hero Larry 

Mahan for the title. Cosca also won the bareback competition. 
Montana cowboy Shawn Davis, the reigning world champion, 
won the saddle bronc. Other champions included Bob 
Blackwood in bull riding, Frank Shepperson in steer wrestling, 
Stan Harter in calf roping and Barbara Bell in barrel racing. 
Vince Garcia of Elko was the Indian bronc riding champion.

COUNTDOWN TO 100

2019 Reno Rodeo 100 Years Buckle Is Here!

The 2019 Buckle is a real beauty. Be sure to get in to get yours 
before they are all gone. They will be sold out soon.

Price is $160 for members, and $190 for non-members. 

Buckles will be sold in the RR Office from 1 pm to 4 pm on 
December 20, 2018.
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 PAST PRESIDENT'S REPORT BITS AND SPURS

Clint Wells
Past Presidents Representative

Contribute to the BullSheet

We are eager to have you share your interesting rodeo stories.

If you have something to share, please email, hand carry, fax, or 
snail mail to the office. 

All submissions must be received on, or before, the 20th of 
the month prior to publishing. AND before you submit, please 
proofread.  Thanks, Lynne

Editor: Lynne Liebelt

Staff Writers: Bill Price, Marjie Swaitek

Staff Photographer: Fred Cornelius

Copy proofing: Jim Lindsey and Teresa Lindsey

Published by: MAP Committee

Bill Price, Marjie Swiatek, Co-Chairs

Reno Rodeo Association , P.O. Box 12335, Reno, NV 89510 

receptionist@renorodeo.com
Fax: (775) 329-4625
BSLynne@outlook.com

   The Bob Tallman 
Tribute Dinner held on 
November3rd. was well 
attended by 490 people, 
including twenty-five past 
president.

   Between the golf 
tournament and the 
dinner, almost $150,000 
was raised for The Legacy 
Arena Project.

Huge Kudos to JP and 
the Rock Pile Production 
members, as they did an 
outstanding job.

The Holiday dinner, held on Saturday, November 17th, at the 
GSR, was well attended, and a good time was had by all.

We are preparing for the PRCA Convention and the NFR. 
The preliminary break out session schedule appears very 
interesting, as there seems to be a new direction for the 
sport of rodeo and the PRCA. We are going to be very busy 
in Las Vegas promoting the Reno Rodeo, and our 100 Year 
Celebration is in full swing. The NFR is a great place to 
showcase our event. We will be taking the video of the Legacy 
Project with us to spread the news afar.

 Wishing everyone a HAPPY THANKSGIVING, a MERRY 
CHRISTMAS, and a VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR from our house to 
yours! See you in January.

Bill Price

Check this out. The new Reno Rodeo website will launch the 
first week in December. The site has been redesigned to make 
it easier for you to use, and easier for us to keep current. Sharon 
DeSimoni, working with Greg Mason Advertising Arts, took the 
lead on the project. Log on at RenoRodeo.com. We hope you 
enjoy the new look. 

The MAP committee is working on several projects for the 100-
year celebration. These include a new partnership with the 
Reno- Sparks Chamber of Commerce, who is also celebrating 
their 100th anniversary. Additionally we will have a greater 
presence at the Reno-Tahoe International Airport, with signage 
promoting the 2019 rodeo starting in February.

After the successful 100 stories event in October, we are 
working on the dates for 2019. Plans are in the works for four 
events. Locations and dates will be published in the next 
BullSheet,

We are saddened by the loss of two members in November, 
Janice Brown and Andrew MacKenzie. Janice was Miss Reno 
Rodeo in 1953. She was featured in the 2018 Reno Rodeo 
magazine as one of president Bill Summy’s Nevada Spirits, 
and was one of the grand marshals of the 2018 rodeo parade. 
Andrew was a director emeritus, serving on the board of 
directors in the 60s and 70s. Our condolences go outs to both 
families.

Ticket Sales

Tickets went on sale October 1st. Sales have started out 
strong. The number of tickets sold and the revenue are 
double what they were last year at this time. 

If any of you are interested in tickets, now is the time to buy. 
Last minute ticket requests will be difficult to accommodate.

To buy tickets in person (no fees) - Lawlor Events Center 
10am -5pm Monday through Friday

Online - (service fees apply)  
http://www.mynevadatickets.com/
Telephone - (service fees apply) via TicketsWest 
1 (800) 325 - SEAT (7328)

Colleen Schaar
Ticket Chair 
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HOLIDAY DINNER, DECEMBER 17, 2018
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 HISTORY–RENO RODEO LIMITED EDITION ART PRINTS

Carol Fiechtl-Steiger
Limited Edition Art Prints Chair

“The 1992 Reno Rodeo will be a year of major transition,” rodeo 
president Frank Cassas said. 

There’s a lot new about the Reno Rodeo. It’s going high tech 
with the addition of an 
instant-replay board and 
live television and radio 
coverage. 

This year’s rodeo combines 
the tradition that began 
in 1919 with all the new 
technology that has made 
it a professional sport, 
according to Frank Cassas. 
President of the Reno Rodeo 
Association. “Our rodeo is 
basically the same kind of 
rodeo that was put on 73 
years ago,” Cassas said. “The 
only difference is it’s very 
much a professional sport 
now. 

1992 Reno Rodeo poster Bull’s Eye by Jani Kreutzjans.

“I was commissioned to paint it for the rodeo association. My 
painting is an occurrence that happened with Cotton Rosser, 

John Key, a Reno attorney, was named the Reno Rodeo 1993 
president. “I’m real proud of Reno Rodeo. It’s a fine community 
activity, and the sport of rodeo has always been of interest to 
me,” Key said. “It’s grown to where it’s one of the premier rodeos 
in the country.” 

This poster has flavor of the old west! Stagecoach driver Scott 
Smith is the honored personality for the 1993 Reno Rodeo 
poster.

Looking at the poster, you 
can practically hear the 
stomping of the horse’s 
hooves. There sits Smith 
atop a rumbling Binion’s 
Horseshoe Hotel and Casino 
stagecoach. 

The artist for the 1993 poster 
is Don Farmer, a native 
Nevada artist whose work 
has been seen throughout 
the Western United States 
and Europe.

Farmer, himself, isn’t a 
stranger to the rodeo circuit, 
winning many awards 
during his rodeo career.

As for Smith’s career, he and his stagecoach have been a part 

Cotton is the stock contractor and the roper in the painting. A 
couple of years before this during the rodeo a bull bucked his 
rider off ran across the arena and jumped the fence into the 

crowd, everyone scattered 
and no one was hurt. He 
ran out into the carnival 
area where Cotton Rosser 
and his cowboys roped 
him and got him back to 
the pen with the other 
bulls. Being at the rodeo 
that year everyone had a 
story about what they were 
doing and where they were 
when it happened. One 
man was running the rodeo 
booth selling rodeo items, 
he remembers that bull 
coming through and hitting 
the table throwing all the 
buckles into the air, he said 

he caught one in the air in which he had framed with the print. 

My name then was Jani Kreutzjans but now I live in Ely and my 
name is Jani Ahlvers. We have horses and mules and ride in the 
spring looking for elk horns, it’s a great life here. 

of the national rodeo scene for 18 years. Drawn by six matched 
black horses, the bright red coach stirs a rousing welcome from 
the crowds as Smith gallops the horses into the arena.

The stagecoach, which Smith built, looks authentic. But Smith 
actually designed it specifically for arena work.

Original stagecoaches weren’t designed for high-speed turns in 
narrow arenas.

“What we do is awfully 
hard on a coach,” Smith has 
explained numerous times. 
“It gets a lot of abuse, side 
to side, where we have to 
do those tight figure eights 
in the arena. Ordinary 
wooden-hubbed wheels 
won’t last more than two 
weeks. It just tears the 
spokes out of them.

So Smith enlarged the size 
of the axle and hubs for his 
modern stagecoach. The 
changes work well.

From RGJ
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100 YEARS + 100 RIDERS +
NEVADA DAY PARADE = “A PERFECT STORM” 

I’d like to start this out by saying thank you to Mike Torvinen for 
trusting in me to “get er done”! But to take his vision, and make 
it reality, takes team work. So let’s begin this by giving a shout 
out and special thanks to the “Nevada Day Parade Strategy 
Team” consisting of our 2019 President (Mike – the guy with 
the crazy vision of 100 riders to kick off our 100th year), 
Rhonda Gentry (came up with the idea of “Contestant Back 
Numbers” - what a cool memento!), Mike Blasquez (gets ALL 
the credit for securing our “private VIP Parking Lot”), Mark Espin 
(reaching out to Committees to assist and recruit riders and 
scoopers), Julie Gallio (making sure the Rodeo was “covered, 
just in case of worst scenarios which I’ll get into soon), Tom 
Cates (Past President with the connections and institutional 
knowledge), and of course, Jenny Lesieutre (who kept the 
planning efforts flowing on paper, on track and kept me from 
losing it!).

Even more so, a super huge big thank you to all the various 
Rodeo Committees’ members who stepped up (too many to 
mention by name but hopefully I’ve thanked you personally) 
before, during and after the parade to ensure everything came 
together. This was a “Rodeo Family Effort” from securing the 
entrance to the parking area, to parking the 60+ trailers and 
participants, staffing the check-in table, keeping the parking 
lot and city streets clean after so much recycled hay was 
deposited, walking to hand out Reno Rodeo swag, providing 
an after-feast that no one can deny was fit for an Army, and of 
course to everyone who brought their 4-legged companions. A 
sea of white shirts riding down Carson Street was instrumental 
in showcasing our Reno Rodeo pride with our impressive entry 
that won us “Best Overall Entry." 

Now every great vision has pros and cons, or, in this case, what 
I like to refer to as the “Wild Cards” of organizing the Reno 
Rodeo’s entry for the Nevada Day Parade:

#1. The weather: will the wind be cold and gusting; will it 
rain or perhaps snow flurries? Up until about 15 days out, the 
weather was a wild card. Bad weather, few riders show up. As 
it turned out it was an incredible weather day! Skies were clear 
and sunny, with a temperature around 75 degrees and a very 
light breeze. Whew, one “wild card” down, two to go.

#2. Would we be able to gather enough riders for the Parade 
to reach the goal of 100? As it turned out we had more than 
enough! (but who's counting). The total count was 119 horses 
and two mules, with 119 people on horseback AND one very 
famous “mule skinner," our very own Ralph Atkinson and his 
girls, Gyp and Jude. We had 67 members and 53 non-members. 
Obviously, that exceeded the goal of 100 horses, but how 
could we turn those who confirmed before we shut down 
recruitment? And we gained some new wranglers from this 
event. Whew, two down, one to go. 

#3. Would there be a blow up? All I could think of was horses 
spinning and bucking with riders flying off bouncing on the 
pavement when we collected everyone and started riding up 
to our staging area. People scrambling to help the injured and 
catch horses with sirens blaring in the background enroute 
to our location. None of that happened, thank the Lord! Sure 
there were some nervous animals, especially turning the 
corner onto Williams Street to staging when the Burning Man 
Float was setting off it’s thirty foot high fireball, but thanks to 
the Carson City Sheriffs and Public Works folks escorting us 
that got handled quickly!  

Whew! Even with the sleepless nights and the “wild cards,” I 
couldn’t have asked for a nicer day and a better memory! It 
was a “perfect storm." Damn glad to be a part of kicking off 
our 100th year celebration and can’t wait to see what else is in 
store! Steve Edgar

Organizer – Nevada Day Parade Riders
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Executive Committee Liaisons

ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP – PAUL GORDON
 Box Seats Insurance

 By-Laws Legacy

 Finance Nominating/Manpower

 Gandolfo Arena Policy Review

MARKETING GROUP – SHARON DESIMONI
 Branding Room Posters

 Magazine/Day Sheet RR Reading Roundup

 MAPS Team RRT

 Queens Team 355

OUTDOOR ARENA GROUP – TROY GARDNER
 Animal Care BSD

 Arena Flag Girls

 Autograph Party Mutton Bustin'

INDOOR ARENA/EVENTS GROUP – TERRY DONSHICK
 Day Events (Indoor Arena) Vendors/Exhibit Hall

 BBQ

RODEO GROUNDS GROUP – MARK SUTTON
 Capital Improvements Public Parking

 Contestant Hospitality Stalls

 Contestant Parking Technology

 Grounds

ANCILLARY SERVICES GROUP – CARRIE ANN SATTLER
 Bars President's Room

 Emergency Management Security

 Magazine Distribution Ushers

 Medical

SPECIAL EVENTS GROUP – BOB COSE
 SKR Golf

 Cattle Drive Parade

 Chuck Wagon Team Sorting

 Drill Team Competition Trail Ride

INCOME GROUP – JIM NEIL
 50/50 Specialty Sales

 Count Team Sponsors

 Admissions Tickets

 Jewelry Sales

Fred Cornelius receives photo credits for the 
Holiday Dinner, the Nevada Day Parade, the Bob 
Tallman Dinner, and the Veteran's Day Parade, 
unless otherwise noted on image. 
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LEGACY DINNER HONORING  
THE LEGENDARY BOB TALLMAN
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Exciting news from the Rock Pile: between the President’s Cup 
Golf Tournament in October and the Legacy Dinner, honoring 
Bob Tallman, we were able to raise over $150,000 for the 
Legacy Project! We could not have reached this remarkable 
amount without the help of all those who have supported us in 
these events. 

Rock Pile would like to thank Clint Thiesse, Josh Iverson, 
Spenser Downie, Bree Downie, Kaely Juzek, Mike Efstratris, and 
Fred Cornelius, for all their help in making the Golf Tournament 
run so smoothly. A special thank you to Craig Downie for 
donating the coolers used for the golf swag bags. The success 
of this event was a team effort, and many from the community 
came out and supported us.

The Legacy Dinner, honoring the legendary Bob Tallman, could 
not have been possible without the help from Blair Sullivan, 
Eva Werschky, Jim Elston, Bree Downie, and Mark Kettlemen. 
A big thank you to Ralph Atkinson, Steve Edgar, Jim Lindsey, 
P.J. Allen, and Andy Andresen, for providing the wagons 
and tractors that were placed around the area. Our General 
Manager George Combs and his wife, Shannon, were a huge 
help with the Golf Tournament set up and the Legacy Dinner, 
along with our fearless leader and President, Mike Torvinen, 
who personally touched all your silverware.

The Legacy Project is a combined effort, and all of these people 
show that no matter the size of your contribution, every part 
counts when it comes to building this new arena. 

Thank you,
Scott Downie

Rock Pile Productions

SAVE THE DATE
JUNE 1, 2019 • 6PM
+RHYTHMANDRAWHIDE.COM?

Proceeds benefit the Reno Phil A 
Reno Rodeo Foundation programs.

presenting sponsor

DOWNTOWN RENO BALLROOM

Join us F a night of fun, participatory 
entertainment and exhilarating music.  
This country western-flavored fundraiser 
features the talents O the Reno Phil 
conducted by Laura Jackson with guest 
vocalists singing many O your favorite 
country hits! 
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Hunting for the perfect mortgage... 

Meet Me At The Summit 

Summit Funding, Inc. NMLS ID# 3199  
 Branch NMLS ID# 1102858 

Your local home loan expert: 

Heather Creveling 

Sr. Loan Consultant/Sales Manager 
NMLS ID# 367453 

Reno: (775) 240-2010 | Elko: (775) 299-3939 
hcreveling@summitfunding.net 

www.summitfunding.net/hcreveling 

Reno Rodeo is Smokin’

As part of our 100-year celebration, President Mike, and 
VP Craig, along with some of the marketing team, have 
commissioned Ruiz Cigars to create a Commemorative 
Sampler box of some of their best selling cigars. Included in 
the box is a Corona Sumatra, Rothchild–Connecticut, Toro–
Connecticut, Torpedo (double wrapped), and a Churchill–
Maduro. 

These cigars are packaged in a handsome custom hand-made 
box to fit the occasion.

Ruiz Cigars, a small privately-owned factory, and store in 
Sparks, Nevada, creates classic cigars blended and hand-
crafted by master torcedor, (cigar roller) Marvin Ruiz. 

Marvin moved from Nicaragua to Nevada in 2005, where he 
created this boutique cigar factory, using experience gained 
through years spent working at well-known factories in Estelí, 
Nicaragua, and family tradition.

 “At our shop, we use the finest available tobaccos from 
Nicaragua; also varieties from Dominican Republic, Honduras, 
and our newest Maduro wrapper comes from San Andreas. 
Our cigars are all hand-crafted and individually quality 
controlled.”

Ruiz Cigars, founded by Marvin’s grandfather in 1975 in 
Estelí, remains a family affair. His two sons now join him in 

the business with Luis in Sparks and Lenin at their factory in 
Estelí. 

All tobacco utilized by Ruiz originated from Cuban seeds. 
Fillers are Havana 98, and wrappers are one of three; 
Connecticut for a lighter wrapper, Havana for medium light, 
and Corojo for medium to dark - Maduro style.

Celebrate our 100 years and order your boxes today. Submit 
your orders to Map@renorodeo.com, or order them via 
our new web store. $40/box until December 10, $50/box 
after December 10. Singles are $10 each. After December 10, 
they should be available from the office. 

This is a once in a lifetime opportunity to be smokin’ hot!
Greg Mason
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BENEFITING  JUSTIN  COWBOY  CRISIS  FUND

SECOND  ANNUAL    

RENO RODEO 
COMMITTEE 

BOWLING 
TOURNAMENT 
Saturday, January 19th   

10:00 am   to 2:00 pm 

Grand Sierra Bowling Center 

Each committee is asked to have a team participate. Team entry is $40.
Additionally, each team is asked to find a sponsor for the game. Sponsors

pledge to donate*: 
Pin knocked down- $0.25 

Spare- $5 
Strike- $10  

Gutter Ball- $25  
 

*not to exceed $500

E N T R Y  F E E / S P O N S O R  

ALL  PROCEEDS  BENEFIT  THE  JUSTIN

COWBOY  CRISIS  FUND

The 2nd Annual Reno Rodeo Committee Bowling Tournament 
benefiting the Justin Cowboy Crisis Fund will be held January 
19th, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm at the Grand Sierra Bowling Center. 
This is a great opportunity for us to come together for a little 
friendly committee competition to raise money for a great 
cause. The Justin Cowboy Crisis fund was established in 1991 
as a charitable organization charged with lending a helping 
hand to professional rodeo athletes and their families in the 
event of serious injuries resulting from professional rodeo 
activities. The financial support the Justin Cowboy Crisis 
Fund provides helps relieve the financial burden for athletes 
and their families while healing. The JCCF has awarded 1,100 
injured rodeo athletes and their families over $8 million. 
Awards are determined on the severity of the injury, the 
number of dependents supported, and the applicant’s financial 
situation. Justin Cowboy Crisis Fund distributes 100% (+) of 
the contributions received to eligible applicants. This is made 
possible by the joint commitment of the PRCA and the Justin 
Boot Company, which underwrites all administrative costs to 
run the JCCF. 

We are proud to support such a worthwhile charitable 
organization, which has benefitted many of the rodeo 
competitors we see in Reno. All proceeds from the bowling 

tournament will be donated to the Justin Cowboy Crisis Fund. 
We are expanding the tournament this year, and asking each 
committee to have a team represented. Teams will consist 
of 4 members, and team registration is $40. In addition to 
registration, we are asking each team to find a team sponsor 
who pledges to donate based on the team’s performance: 
Pin knocked down 25¢, Spare $5, Strike $10, Gutter Ball $25 
(sponsorship not to exceed $500). The team sponsor’s name 
and logo will be displayed at team’s lane, their name will be 
on the event shirt, and the winning team and sponsor will be 
awarded a custom Montana Silversmith Champion buckle! We 
will also have a silent auction and raffle at the event, so even if 
you aren’t bowling, please come cheer on your committee and 
partake in the festivities. 

A registration flyer with directions on how to register your 
team will be sent via Ride soon. 

Please direct any questions to Andi Morency, dr.andi@
academyoflit.org. We are also looking for planning and day-
of volunteers. If you are interested, please contact Andi ASAP. 

Editor's note: A committee may enter more than one team.

RENO RODEO BOWLS FOR JUSTIN COWBOY CRISIS FUND

Andi Morency
2019 Bowling Tournament Chair

Changes and Corrections 

The list of committes, chairs, and assistant chairs that was 
printed in the November BullSheet has been modified. 

Box Seats – the current President will be the Assistant 
Chair, Mike Torvinen in 2019.

Cattle Drive – Tim Wilber is the correct spelling of the 
Assistant Chair's name.

Golf – Mert Haraughty is the Chair.

Museum Heritage is now a stand-alone committee, not 
part of the Legacy Project.

Parade – Stewart Friant and Pat Schellin are Co-chairs, 
Paul Gordon is the Assistant Chair.

Public Parking – Jesse Steverman is the Chair; Jamie 
Hintz, Wyatt Morency, and William Oroszi are Assistant 
Chairs.

Specialty Sales – Ken Miner and Marianne Miner are Co-
chairs; Joshua Pierce, Ronda Silva, and Korrin Skaggs are 
Assistant Chairs.

Administration, Concessions, Travel, and Wild Pony Races 
will not be committees in 2019.
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Sticker Stops

Local businesses are displaying the 2019 Reno Rodeo 
sticker on their front windows and vehicles. These folks 
are showing their support for the Reno Rodeo. Please 
support them with your trade.
Casale's Halfway Club 
2501 E 4th St, Reno, NV 
(775) 323-3979
Whittlesea Checker Taxi 
www.Taxirenotahoe.com 
(775) 322-2222
Smiling With Hope Pizza 
6135 Lakeside Drive #101 
Reno, NV  
775.825.1070
Metro Carwash 
corner of Peckham and Longley Lane, Reno, NV 
775-828-9234
Kruse's Feed & Hardwared 
3235 Eastlake Blvd, New Washoe City, NV 
775-849-2077
Carson City Trailer 
5410 Hwy. 50E, Carson City, NV 
775-885-7444
Taco Johns  
770 S Wells Avenue  
Reno, NV 89502 
(775) 786-8422
Famous Dave's 
4925 Kietzke Ln 
Reno, NV 89509 
(775) 826-7427

New this month!

Veteran's Day Parade
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DECEMBER s 2018

February Bullsheet copy due

Reno Rodeo Office 
4:30 pm • Finance Com 
5:30 pm • Executive Bd

100 Year Committee 
5:30 pm • RR Office

Reno Rodeo Office 
4:30 pm • Finance Com 
5:30 pm • Executive Bd

NFR Convention

Christmas Eve

New Year's Day

New Year's Eve

Christmas  
Day

Christmas Holiday Christmas Holiday Christmas Holiday

NFR Convention

NFRNFR

NFR Convention

NFR

NFR Convention

NFR

NFR

NFR

NFR
Toy distribution set up 
8 am • South Exh Hall

NFR

LPC Plan Update 
5:30 pm • RR Office

2019 Magazine 
5:30 pm • GMAA

Reno Rodeo Office
4:30 PM • Museum 
5:30 pm • NOM

NFR
Toy Distribution Event 
9 am • South Exh Hall 

NFR

Luncheon 
noon location TBD
Board of Directors 
5:30 • Tamarack Junction

Reno Rodeo Office 
4:30 pm • Finance Com 

Buckle Sale 1-4 pm 
Reno Rodeo Office 

January Bullsheet copy due

Office Closed

Office Closed

Office Closed Office Closed Office Closed Office Closed

In the not so distant future:
Mutton Bustin' SignUps February 1, 2019 at 10 am, on 
line – last year sold out in two minutes
2019 Cattle Drive Sold Out – tickets for 2020 go on sale 
August 1, 2019



RENO RODEO ASS'N
P.O. Box 12335 
Reno, NV 89510 
(775) 329  -3877 X102 
www.renorodeo.com 
office open 8 -5 Mon -Fri 
Closed December 24-31  
and January 1 
 
RSVP for Luncheons or 
Dinners at:  
(775) 329- 3877 x224 
RSVP@renorodeo.com

Don’t forget to download the Reno Rodeo App!
Visit your respective app store and search for 

Reno Rodeo. Download the free app. 
When you open the app for the first time you will be 

prompted to receive ‘push notifications’ please accept. 
These notifications will keep you up to date with rodeo 

news throughout the year. Thank you!
Please send comments to greg@gmaagroup.com  

We can make updates as necessary.
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Silver State
Wire &
Cable, Inc.
All your wire
and cable needs
Specializing in 
• Mil-spec wire
• Heat shrink tubing & boots
• Custom Cables

50 East Greg, Suite 113
Sparks, Nevada 89431

775-356-8969
Josh Lee

Always on the best horsepower.
– Silver State Wire & Cable owner Howard Weiss on a 1947 Harley, Guantanimo Naval Base, 1947.


