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GENERAL MANAGER’S MESSAGE
I hope everyone had a
fantastic Thanksgiving
celebration with your
family and friends. In the
past, when our children
were not able to spend
time with us, they and their
friends donated their time
to serving meals to visitors
at shelters. If any of you
volunteered your time in a
similar fashion to shelters,
veteran’s homes, or assisted care living facilities, we would like
to give you a great big thanks!! It is this spirit of generosity,
compassion, and service that we are so blessed with, here in
the Reno Rodeo Family.
And speaking of great meals, wasn’t the Holiday dinner
awesome? Great food, great fun, with great friends. I was told
that we may have broken the record on attendance for this
dinner attendance at 461 guests. Plus, thanks to the craftiness
of our staff, and some talented crafters in the association, we

had some very nice door prizes to give away. Hats off to
President Bill Summy for his wonderful donations as well
(Presidential box tickets and meals)!!
Next up, of course, is the NFR convention, award dinners,
plus the actual ten days of rodeo, but we still have business
to conduct now and into the new year. We are continually
meeting with city, county, state, UNR, and RSCVA to determine
OUR best course for the future of the grounds and Reno
Rodeo. We are meeting with all involved to further clarify
our plans and path for growth and prosperity within the city
and the community. We need everyone to join us as we try
to navigate the challenges for not only the 99th year rodeo,
and the 100 year celebration, but the next 5, 10 and 20 years,
or more, into the future. The repairs and improvements that
are needed to the facility will greatly increase our ability to
host more events and guests to the area we love. We will be
able to showcase ourselves better and give back more to our
community. It is our desire to make a greater impact in many
ways in many more years to come!

George Combs
General Manager

LETTER FROM THE QUEEN
Hello everyone! I hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving
and are staying warm as the weather changes on us here! Fun
fact about me, Thanksgiving is my favorite holiday, not because
of the family time and food (which are all great things), but I
LOVE doing the dishes and there are always so many after a
long day of cooking! I was able to sneak home to Texas for a
few days and enjoy some warmer weather, but was eager to
get back to prepare for the trip down to the NFR.
November was jam packed with loads of fun. It started with the
Nevada Day Parade in Carson City, where I
rode Buc down the beautiful streets of our
capitol alongside the chuck wagon, flag
girls, and other rodeo family. The following
weekend the officers and I set out to
Heber City, Utah, for the Wilderness Circuit
Finals, which was such a blast! I was able to
ride with their flag girls on a horse named
Brownie, courtesy of Miss Rodeo Utah.
McKenna; I taught Bill and George how to
turn their phones to battery save mode
so they wouldn’t die so quickly; I met the
Franzen family who own Powder River
Rodeo and my favorite bucking horse,
‘Craig At Midnight;’ and I ate my very first
Butterfinger! How I’ve waited so long for that I couldn’t tell you.
I wrapped up the month with a busy weekend that began
with the annual Veteran’s Day Parade. A big thank you to
Cowboy Tom and Miss Maggie for driving Bill, Craig, Mike, and
me around in style in the 1966 Bonanza Cadillac. Following

the parade, I made it to
the Nevada vs. San Jose
football game to help the
Foundation promote the
kick off of the 2017 Denim
Drive. Donations were
collected to support abused
and neglected children in
the Northern Nevada area.
The weekend
ended with
the Champions
Challenge Tour
"Battle of the States" bull riding. It was a great event
to have in town and brought with it some of the
best bull riders around! Kicking off the bull riding
was the calcutta, where not only did our president,
Bill Summy, buy team Nevada and Idaho, but
our very own Ashley Espin stepped in to be the
auctioneer for the night—watch out Lightning! I
also registered for my last semester of classes at
the University and can’t believe how quickly the
last few years have gone by, let alone the last few
months since the rodeo! Thank you all so much
for making my first six months so much fun and full of love.
I’m looking forward to what the rest has in store. December is
another adventure, so be sure to keep up with the fun on the
Miss Reno Rodeo Facebook page!

Jen Fisk
Miss Reno Rodeo 2018
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FOUNDATION NEWS
AFP Sierra Chapter selects
Reno Rodeo Foundation for
Outstanding Foundation of the
Year
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On November 17 the Association
of Fundraising Professionals,
Sierra Chapter
recognized
several awards
recipients at their
twenty-ninth
Cornerstone
Award luncheon.
The Reno Rodeo Foundation was selected as
Outstanding Foundation of the Year.
Bill Summy was recognized as the 2017 Spirit of Giving recipient.
Two of the founding fathers of the RRF, Grant Dalen and
Bob Beach, were in attendance for the luncheon, along with
foundation board members,
Sharon Smith, Laura Rader, and
Howard Weiss.

Grant Dalen and Bob Beach

Reno Rodeo Association attendees
also
included President Bill Summy,
Bill Summy
and 1st VP, Mike Torvinen. Karla
Delgado, Nevada Department of Health and Human Services
Social Services Chief, nominated the Foundation and gave a
heartwarming speech during the champagne reception prior to
the award luncheon. It truly takes a team to support the great
work of the Reno Rodeo Foundation, and it’s an honor to be
recognized for everyone’s contributions.
Following Past President Mike Lucke, Bill Summy shared that it
important to live up to the adage “We Rodeo for the Kids”.

Challenge of Champions Bullriding Raises Money for Denim Drive
Thanks to the Reno Rodeo
Association for connecting
the Challenge of Champions
Bullriding and the Reno
Rodeo Foundation to help
support this year’s Denim
Drive.

Thanks to all of the Reno Rodeo Association Team 355
volunteers for working to make the event so successful.

UNR Recognizes Reno Rodeo during Wolf Pack Football
Game and Supports the Denim Drive
It was a great day for the Wolf Pack, who defeated San
Jose with a final score of 59 to 14.
UNR fans were generous in supporting this year’s
Denim Drive with $579 in cash donations and lots of
new clothes. Thanks to Dan Bybee, the Reno Rodeo
Association Team 355 Chairman, Bob Girolamo,
assistant chair, and member Kim Galvin who helped
with the Denim Drive collections. The Reno Rodeo
partnership was recognized on the field with RRA
President, Bill Summy; Past President, Brad Sidener; 2nd
Vice President, Craig Downie; Miss Reno Rodeo, Jennifer
Fisk; Reno Rodeo Foundation Board member, Debby
Herman; Executive Director, Clara Andriola; UNR Director of
Intercollegiate Athletics, Doug Knuth; and Wolfie.

photo credit Keyy Goranson, Nevada Wolf Pack

Congratulations Foundry
for winning four awards from the Public Relations Society
of America Sierra Nevada Chapter for your great work with
two awards for the 2017 Reno Rodeo and one award for the
2016 Reno Rodeo Foundation Denim Drive! Tip of the hat to
the entire team of talent at Foundry.

Clara Andriola
Executive Director

All unattributed photos in article taken by Clara Andriola

Reno Rodeo Foundation and Denim Drive
Upcoming Events
Saturday, December 2
from 10 am to 2 pm
Breakfast with Santa at Meadowood Mall
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday
December 8, 9, and 10
Foster Kids' Holiday Toy Distribution, Reno
Livestock Event Center Exhibit Hall

A 50/50 raffle was held during
the event and collected $959.
The lucky winner and the kids

received $479.50 each.

RRA President Bill Summy
and Team 355 Volunteers

Tuesday, Dec. 12
from 4 pm to 8 pm
Rollin’ for Duds and Dollars fundraiser at
Bundox Bocce, inside the Renaissance Hotel
Continued on page 5

Upcoming Events Continued from page 4
K-Bull's live broadcast will include country Artist Andi
Kilgore. Bocce ball team sign-ups will be at the event.
Donation includes one door prize ticket and is $15
in advance or $20 at the door. Raffle tickets will be
available for sale at the event.

2018 RENO RODEO TICKETS – AVAILABLE NOW
In person (no fees) - Lawlor Events Center 10am -5pm 		
Monday through Friday
Online - (service fees apply)

http://www.mynevadatickets.com/

Saturday, Dec. 16
from 10 am to 2 pm
Brunch with Santa at the Atlantis Casino Resort Spa

Telephone - (service fees apply) via TicketsWest

1 (800) 325 - SEAT (7328)
No rodeo ticket should cost more than $28 before fees.
Know your source and avoid scalpers.

Friday, January 5, 2018
Community Grant application deadline
Saturday, January 6, 2018
Denim Drive sorting event, Kids Kottage from 10 am to
noon
Saturday, January 27, 2018
Foster Family Distribution event, Kids Kottage from 10
am to noon
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Wednesday, February 14, 2018
Scholarship application deadline

The Reno Rodeo Association sponsored the Champion Bull
Rider at the Ram Wilderness Circuit Finals, awarding the saddle
and buckle pictured here.

Western
Arts & Culture
SCHOLARSHIP

The Reno Rodeo Foundation Western Arts
& Culture Scholarship aims to create further
awareness and appreciation of western arts,
culture and heritage in college-age Nevadans
through recognition of outstanding potential,
contributions and skill in the creative arts.
Over the years, the foundation has helped fund hundreds
of students in furthering their college education.
Apply online now through February 14, 2018

RenoRodeoFoundation.org

WE ARE THE RENO RODEO - BOB COSE
Bob Cose has spent the greater part of his life in the service of
other people. After serving in the law enforcement for almost
four decades, Bob retired and is now an active director of the
Reno Rodeo Association, and says he is enjoying every minute
of it.
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Originally from Sioux Falls,
South Dakota, Bob graduated
from Washington High School
in 1969, during the height of
the Vietnam War. Shortly after
graduation, Bob contacted
the local Marine recruiter. “The
Marines were the only branch
of the service where you could
fly without a college degree.
That was what I wanted to do,”
Bob explained. Despite his
initial interest in the Marines,
Bob’s draft number turned out
to be 310, and he was never
called to serve. “Instead of a
draft notice, I received a letter from the local police academy
giving me the opportunity to become a police cadet,” Bob
continued. That turned out to be the beginning of a thirtyseven-year career in law enforcement.
In 1986, Cose was recruited by the U.S. Marshal for the District
of South Dakota to serve as a Deputy U.S. Marshal for one
of the 97 Judicial Districts. The U.S. Marshal Service is the
oldest arm of law enforcement in the United States, instituted
in 1789, it serves as the enforcement arm of the federal
courts and is involved in virtually all federal law enforcement
initiatives. “I went through a 17-week academy before being

stationed in Las Vegas,” Bob advised. Cose ended up working in
Vegas for about seven years before being transferred to Reno
in 1993.
Bob had spent a fair amount of time around horses and cattle
growing up so when he received his first call from the Reno
Rodeo it was a natural fit. “My
brother Don called me one night
and said they needed help with
Security. I drove down, and they
put me to work that night,” Bob
explained. The following years he
worked Public Parking, Contestant
Parking, as well as Admissions.
Bob eventually went through
the wrangler and membership
process, becoming a Member in
2004. He has also served with the
Special Kids’ Rodeo, the Executive
Committee and has been the
Chair of Admissions since 2012. In
addition to his active committee
work, Bob has served as a Director since 2013.
Simply put, Bob enjoys being around people he can help. One
can witness his satisfaction as he outlines one law enforcement
story after another or any one of the dozens of rodeo
experiences.
Three of the most important people in his life these days are his
wife of ten years, Kym, and his two grandsons Mason and Evan.
Bob and Kym became fulltime caretakers of the two young
boys after the tragic death of their mother two years ago.

Mark Sutton

NOMINATING/MANPOWER
HAPPY HOLIDAYS
I hope everyone had a
great Thanksgiving and is
ready for Christmas. Our
Committee has been busy
getting invitations out to
over 100 Wranglers who
became eligible this year for
membership. So far, fortytwo have accepted and are
now Members. To each of
you, congratulations on
becoming a member of a
great organization and family.
We have been very busy getting files current. It has been a big
project, but will soon be completed and we will be moving
forward readying for the 2018 Rodeo. One of the new projects

we have been tasked with is to create a Welcome package
for each new Wrangler. The goal is to make everyone familiar
with our mission and to answer frequently asked questions in
a concise and meaningful way. Many ideas have been kicked
around and we should start working on this project in January.
Thanks to each of you for your patience and cooperation during
this transition.
MERRY CHRISTMAS and HAPPY NEW YEAR

Doug Nicholson
Manpower Chair

JEN FISK – MISS RENO RODEO 2018
Jen Fisk is YOUR rodeo ambassador and is here to serve the
association. If you are interested in scheduling her for an
appearance, please contact Ann Quinn (775) 530-2235.

COUNTDOWN TO 100
It’s appropriate the most successful cowboy in the history of
“the Wildest, Richest Rodeo in West” could be described exactly
the same way.
Casey Tibbs, at one time or another was the wildest, richest
cowboy of his day.
“He put the ‘wild ‘ in wild west,’” said
his friend Sharkey Begovich, who has
one of the best collections of Tibbs’
memorabilia anywhere, displayed in his
Gardnerville casino.
In the history of the Reno Rodeo, no
cowboy ever won more events than
Tibbs. His nine championships during
the 50s have never been challenged and
likely never will.
Tibbs was born March 5, 1929, in a cabin
50 miles northwest of Fort Pierre, South
Dakota, and started participating in
rodeos at age fourteen. By the time he
was twenty, he had won his first world
championship in saddle bronc, capturing
the title in 1949. He was the youngest
man ever to win a world saddle bronc
title. Over the next decade he won five
more saddle bronc titles (his six are the most in PRCA history),
two world all-around titles and a word title in bareback.
Tibbs won his first Reno rodeo title in 1951, winning a buck off
and a $500 prize in the saddle bronc. He won the saddle bronc
event four of the next five years and also captured all-around
titles in 1952, 1953 and 1956. He won the bull riding title in 1953.

Tibbs was rodeos biggest star in the 1950s, not only for the skill
he showed in the arena, but for the flamboyance with which
he participated. He was featured on the cover of Life magazine
after winning the world all-around championship in1951. His
friends included the elite of Hollywood, including Gene Autry
and John Wayne.
His flamboyance in the arena was
mirrored outside it. Tibbs was
known to love drinking, fighting and
gambling. He could win a big paycheck
in the rodeo one day and blow it in the
casino that night.
Long after his days of competing on
the rodeo circuit were over he was a
favorite of Reno Rodeo crowds, often
asking to join in the grand entry and
participate in any way he could.
In later years Tibbs quit drinking and
was known as one of rodeo’s greatest
ambassadors. He was in the inaugural
class inducted into the ProRodeo Hall
of Fame when it was established in
1979. A giant bronze statue of Tibbs
riding the famed bronc Necktie was
unveiled in 1989. Titled “The Champ,” the statue welcomes
visitors to the Hall of Fame in Colorado Springs, Colorado.
Casey Tibbs died January 28, 1990.
The stories for the Count Down to 100 are excerpts from
A History – The First 80 Years, by Guy Clifton, Edited by Bill Price.

COWBOY TRUCK SHOW
Dateline: Saturday, June 3rd, 2017
Bonanza Casino, Reno NV.
10:00 am rolls around and the truck
entries are lined up for the opening
of the 5th running of the Reno Rodeo
Cowboy Truck Show. Over the next
several issues of the Bullsheet we’ll
be showcasing this year’s category
winners.
While not the largest gathering, the
team considered the event a big
success considering we were dark for
one year and we moved for the 4th
time due to circumstances beyond our control. That being said,
we’re confident our new partnership with the Bonanza Casino
will be one that carries on from year-to-year.
This year saw 63 trucks of all vintages and sizes. From an
18-wheeler tractor to—well, our own Chuck Wagon.

One note worth mentioning is that the
fine folks at the Bonanza Casino were
generous beyond compare with their
donation of $500 to the Special Kids
Rodeo. Thank you from all of us at the
Reno Rodeo Association.
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BITS AND PIECES
Congratulations

The Sierra Nevada chapter of the Public Relations Society of
America (PRSA) recognized northern Nevada’s outstanding
communications programs and tactics from the past year at
the annual Silver Spike Awards Thursday, November 16th.

to Businessmens'
Steer Decorating
Chair Crystal
Bacher. Crystal
and her husband,
Stephen Burton,
welcomed their
new daughter
Kambree Emerson,
on November 3, 2017.

Andy Andresen and Ken York, who are both Reno Rodeo
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Directors Emeritus, were part of the 2017 Reno Veteran’s Day
Honor Flight. On the whirlwind trip to Washington DC, 40
veterans from all branches of the military took part in the
Veteran’s Day celebrations in our nation’s capitol. Several
Reno Rodeo Association members greeted Andy and Ken at
the Reno airport when they returned home. Thank you to our
veteran’s who served to protect the freedoms we cherish.

Speaking of Veteran’s
Day, 2018 Miss Reno

Rodeo, Jennifer Fisk,
2018 President, Bill
Summy, 2019 President,
Mike Torvinen, and
2010 President, Craig
Downey were all part of
the Reno Veteran’s Day
parade in downtown
Reno. They were riding
with Cowboy Tom and
Maggie Green in the
Bonanza Casino Cadillac
convertible.

Reno Rodeo member and Grounds assistant chair, Leonard
Rogers, won the inaugural Nevada College Rodeo Team chili
cook-off in early November.

Three generations of the

Williams family celebrating
Thanksgiving in North
Carolina. Lightning Williams
on right, with son Cody, and
grandson Henry.

FOUNDRY PROVIDES AWARD WINNING PR

The Silver Spike Awards recognize communications excellence
by Nevada media and public relations professionals and stellar
excellence of the tactics which make communications work. A
Silver Spike is awarded to entries that receive 95 points or more
with only the top scoring entry receiving the award. If entries
in a category don’t receive 95 points or more, no Silver Spike
is given. There were only 4 Silver Spikes awarded locally this
year, from a dozen categories and more than 60 entries. Bronze
Spike is 90-94 points and Award of Excellence is 83-89 points.
We submitted two entries on behalf of the Reno Rodeo, and
both were recognized as award winners. In “Strategies & Tactics
Social Media” we received Award of Excellence, (89.5 points)
and in “Programs” (not to be confused with our magazine)
Special Events: 3+ Days, we received a Bronze Spike!
Judges commented that “(Social Media) Posts were highquality and imaginative and tied directly to the objectives. The
branded countdown helped express urgency in the final days
with powerful eye-catching images.”
Some notes on the Program included “Excellent and thorough
research. Primary research in particular looks to have yielded a
lot of actionable information that informed your way forward
in planning, strategy and tactics.”
“You clearly got results across the board. The program was
interesting and strong. Aside from the social success, the
overall effort seemed to be in getting earned media numbers.
And it did, and you saw outstanding results in sales and
attendance, which was the point of the effort. Can’t argue with
success!”
Jen Eastwood commented, “We are THRILLED to be a part
of such an incredible event and to work with all of you guys.
Thank you for supporting our efforts and allowing us to do our
best work. We love the Reno Rodeo!”
We love The Foundry too! Congratulations!
Note: The PRSA is the largest organization for public relations
professionals. Its nearly 21,000 members, represent business
and industry, technology, counseling firms, government,
associations, hospitals, schools, professional services firms and
nonprofit organizations.

2018 STICKER
Reno Rodeo Bumper
Sticker was on the
Sponsors Thank You
Banner for 3 days.

PAST PRESIDENT'S REPORT
The Past Presidents’ Council
met on October 25th, the
main topic of discussion
was the addition of a deck
on the east side of the
Presidents room. We have
reached capacity of the
room on several nights,
resulting in some people
having to wait. It was
approved by the council to
proceed with the project,
Clint Thiesse will be getting
3 bids on it. Also discussed was the bronze bust of Bob Tallman
for museum and the fund raiser project next fall for the Legacy
Project.

THE 2018 BUCKLE HAS ARRIVED
Member's price is is $140.
Non-Member's price is $170.
Buckles will be available early in December.
More information to come via email.
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Tom Cates
Past President, 2004

SPONSOR OPPORTUNITIES 2018
If you or someone you know is interested in becoming
a sponsor, please reach out this year to receive exclusive
“early-bird” offers on 2018 Sponsorships. We have many new
and exciting opportunities and would love to partner in
the upcoming rodeo season! For more information please
contact Sponsors@renorodeo.com or call 775-223-5403.

LET'S RODEO 2018

Merry Christmas from the Reno Rodeo Limited Edition Art Committee

This year we want to thank our Reno Rodeo Family and give back to you!
Our gift to you is a special deal for all prints left in stock;
$25 each, now through the end of the year!
Have you been wondering what to give that special cowgirl or cowboy on your Christmas list?
Reno Rodeo Limited Edition Art Prints make the perfect gift!
Consider commemorating a birth year, graduation year, or year of a first rodeo attendance.

Contact Carol at 775-560-6567 or renorodeoprints@yahoo.com

100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIVE COIN

100 year anniversary. Once struck, the striking dies will be
archived at the mint.

Interested in getting your official 100 Year Anniversary
Commemorative Coin? We are offering a special pre-sale
opportunity for Members only!!

The medallion will be struck at the Number 1 press, as the first
major project, of the refurbished mint celebrating the 150 year
anniversary of the mint itself.

The Reno Rodeo is celebrating 100 years of Wildest, Richest
Rodeo in the West by releasing a 100 year commemorative
medallion struck at the Historic Carson City, Nevada Mint.

The medallion coin will be available for sale through the Reno
Rodeo webstore: https://reno-rodeo.myshopify.com/
products/100-year-commemorative-medallion. Want to
pick up your coin in the rodeo office? Use discount code CC PU
at checkout. The first pressings will be ready to ship prior to the
2017 Christmas season providing the order is submitted by the
8th of December.

MORE STORIES COMING YOUR WAY
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Don’t miss the third in the series of 100 Stories. It will be
January 26th, at the Hidden Valley Country Club. Tickets are $35
per person and include beer or wine, dinner, and the show.
“We’re proud to announce the release of the 100 year
commemorative medallion in partnership with the Carson City
Mint. We’re excited that the press will be refurbished for this
endeavor," said Clint Wells of the Reno Rodeo Association.
The medallion will be casted as a silver coin, about the size
of a half dollar, and of .999 silver. It will be stamped with the
historic CC mint designation. This coin will be a limited edition
collector’s keepsake and will available up to the Rodeo’s

Hunting for the perfect mortgage...

Meet Me At The Summit
Your local home loan expert:

Heather Creveling
Sr. Loan Consultant/Sales Manager
NMLS ID# 367453
Reno: (775) 240-2010 | Elko: (775) 299-3939

hcreveling@summitfunding.net
www.summitfunding.net/hcreveling
Summit Funding, Inc. NMLS ID# 3199
Branch NMLS ID# 1102858
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Visit your respective app store and search for
Reno Rodeo. Download the free app.

When you open the app for the first time you will be
prompted to receive ‘push notifications’ please accept.
These notifications will keep you up to date with rodeo
news throughout the year. Thank you!
Please send comments to greg@gmaagroup.com
We can make updates as necessary.

Follow us on sociAl meDiA

Don’t forget to download the Reno Rodeo App!

RENO RODEO ASS'N
P.O. Box 12335
Reno, NV 89510
(775) 329  -3877 X102
www.renorodeo.com
office open 8-5 Mon-Fri
closed Dec 25 - 29
RSVP for Luncheons
Dinners via phone at:
(775) 329-3877 X 224

Always on the best horsepower. Silver State
– Silver State Wire & Cable owner Howard Weiss on a 1947 Harley, Guantanimo Naval Base, 1947.

Wire &
Cable, Inc.
All your wire
and cable needs

Specializing in
• Mil-spec wire
• Heat shrink tubing & boots
• Custom Cables
50 East Greg, Suite 113
Sparks, Nevada 89431

775-356-8969
Josh Lee

