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Directors or Members
If you are considering going emeritus, 
please let the Nominating Committee 
know ASAP.  Email to manpower@
renorodeo.com or Sharon DeSimoni 
Sharon.rodeo@gmail.com or 
Chelsea Sidener - cmsidener@
hotmail.com.

Two of our longtime directors 
have elected to go Emeritus…Ron 
Hostetler and Stan Stoll.  While both 
have served on many committees 
within the Reno Rodeo Association 
Ron will be remembered for his 
service as Stalls Chairman and as the 
Association Treasurer from 2011 to 
2015 and Stan was the Chairman for 
the President’s Room forever!   
Thank you both for your dedication to 
Reno Rodeo!

October 2016 Mid Year Elections
The Nominating Committee will 
be taking letters of intent until 
September 5th, 2016, close of 
business, (that’s 5 pm). Since that’s 
Labor Day and a holiday for the 
office, get your letter postmarked 
September 4th or earlier for the 
October 20th election.  The election 
will be held to fill the open Treasurer’s 
position (one year term) as well as 
several Director’s positions. 

Eligibility:  
» Members are eligible to run 
for Director if they have been a 
member in good standing for 
three (3) consecutive rodeos 
immediately preceding his/her 
application.

» Candidates for the Treasurer’s 
position must have served on 
the Executive Committee for a 
minimum of two (2) consecutive 
rodeos.

Wrangler to Member
The Nominating Committee will have 
invited more than 90 Wranglers to 
become Members of the Association 
before this publication hits the mail. 
Welcome each and every one of 
you for your interest in serving your 
community through the Reno Rodeo 
Association! 

Team RRT Headlines
The Team met August 24th to 
organize and discuss the possibilities 
for recruiting, retention and training 
for the 2017 rodeo year and to set up 
a calendar for these events.  If you 
are interested in joining Team RRT 
please contact Chelsea Sidener at 
cmsidener@hotmail.com.  Become 
a leader in our organization!

BACK TO WORK
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

2017 Officers

1ST VICE PRESIDENT 
BILL SUMMY

2ND VICE PRESIDENT 
MIKE TORVINEN

TREASURER
TO BE ELECTED

SECRETARY
DEBBIE JOHNSTON

 Brad Sidener
2017 President

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
BRAD SIDENER, PRESIDENT
BILL SUMMY, 1ST VICE PRESIDENT
MIKE TORVINEN, 2ND VICE PRESIDENT
DEBBIE JOHNSTON, SECRETARY
TBA, TREASURER
SCOTT PETERSON, IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
BILL PRICE, PAST PRESIDENT REPRESENTATIVE
CRAIG DOWNEY

TROY GARDNER
PAUL GORDON
JOSH IVESON
BILL JOHNSON
JIM LINDSEY
KEVIN ROSE
GREG WILLIAMS

FINANCE COMMITTEE
MIKE TORVINEN 
JIM NEIL
STAN MARSHALL 
JUSTIN THOMSEN
KEN MINER 
2017 TREASURER (TBD)

I’m hoping that everyone 
enjoyed themselves at 
the Awards Dinner on 
Saturday, August 13th. 
Congratulations to all 
the award recipients 
and a heartfelt thank 
you to Scott Peterson 
for the work he put in 
to show the sincere 
appreciation that all of 
the officers have for the 

membership of this association. On that note, I want to 
share a personal thank you to the committee chairs that 
accurately and honestly completed the evaluations for 
their respective committees. The awards were based 
on a metric comprised from the data provided in the 
evaluations. This data is also used to determine whether 
or not Wranglers are invited to apply for membership to 
the association after their two years as a Wrangler. 

We have started meetings with the new Executive 
Committee. I want to welcome Bill Price, Josh Iveson and 
Troy Gardner to the Executive Committee. I would also 
like to extend my sincere appreciation to Larry Stacy, 
Donald Crank and Steve Teserio for their time served 
on the Executive Committee. We have a new Finance 

Committee, and I want to thank Jim Neil for assuming 
the duties as Co-Chair of Finance Committee until we 
can elect a new Treasurer in October. Justin Thompsen 
and Ken Minor have been selected by the Executive 
Committee to serve 2-year terms each on Finance and 
Stan Marshal will serve a 1-year term as my presidential 
appointment. I want to extend personal thank you’ s to 
Mary Vuylsteke, Bill Summy and Mike Torvinen for their 
service on the committee (although Mike will continue 
as a member of this committee in his position as 2nd VP).

The 2017 Nominating Committee was also selected. 
The Executive Committee selected Craig Downie for 
this vital committee and my presidential appointees are 
Sharon DeSimoni and Stewart Friant. Sharon will serve as 
Chairman for this committee in 2017.

I am currently going over the committee chairs for 2017. 
I have about half a dozen that I will need to replace. The 
co-chair system is working, as the co-chairs have been 
trained and are ready to step into the chairmanship 
position on most of these committees. 

In closing, I want to thank each and every one of you for 
all you do for the Wildest, Richest Rodeo in the West – 
let’s keep the Legacy alive!!!

All the best,
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GENERAL MANAGER’S MESSAGE

George Combs
General Manager

As I sit here on the beach 
with my toes in the sand 
and a cold beverage in 
my hand, I am thinking 
about rodeo. Yes, I know, 
I truly am. But only for a 
short time, (because  
I needed to write this) 
then I’m back to my 
vacation and watching 
Shannon fly a kite!!  
I wanted to let you know 

that she and I will be representing Reno Rodeo in Canby, 
OR, this Thursday, Friday and Saturday at their rodeo. We 
have been asked often to come. But due to my former, 
dare I say it, Idaho occupation, we were unable to attend. 
It will be like old home week as most of the contract 
individuals we hire here at Reno will be there!! Should be 
fun to hang out “with” them and not be “over” them. LoL

Rodeo business at home is still on the move, with the 

annual awards banquet completed, minus my jokes!!   
I hope those of you whom attended, enjoyed your self 
and the variety of foods, plus awards. Thanks again Scott 
for a great 2016 Rodeo!  Good luck in your “retirement” 
back to the every day job.

Our budget process for next year’s rodeo starts the first 
of September. If any chairpersons want to discuss their 
committee budgets, please feel free to visit me in the 
Reno Rodeo office.

Also, added to this year’s NFR trip is Reno Rodeo’s 
participation in the Cowboy Way display at the Cowboy 
Christmas show in the convention center.

One other thing we need to think about now is NFR 
tickets; the sooner the better. Please send me your ticket 
request via email anytime from now until September 15!

Whoa, the waves are coming in; gotta move my chair or 
I’m going to get wet! I wish you all have a fun labor day 
holiday and a great September!
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LETTER FROM THE QUEEN

BITS AND SPURS

Alex Rayppy 
Miss Reno Rodeo 2017

Oh Salinas you will never 
be forgotten; what a 
fun filled weekend that 
included some very 
eventful memories along 
the way. I headed out 
that on July 21st with 
Miss Reno Rodeo 2014 
Ashley Espin. She did 
an amazing job making 
sure I was well taken care 
of, even though she did 
lose the car keys once we 

arrived at the hotel. Luckily, we eventually found them 
and were thankfully able to drive home that Sunday.

 We spent Friday morning relaxing by the pool until we 
were needed at the fairgrounds at 4 o’clock. This was 
the big night because I was finally able to be a part of 
the grand entry, and announced as the new Miss Reno 
Rodeo 2017. I was fortunate enough to borrow one of 
Jeff and Lisa Shearer’s horses for my “fly by.”  As they 
announced my name, I rode as fast as I could along the 
track waving and smiling at the Salinas crowd. Boy what 
a rush! I spent the rest of the night getting to watch the 
rodeo with some of our past presidents like Tom Cates, 
Clint Thiesse, and Mike Lucke, as well as Tim Ford and our 
Arena Director Craig Downie. 

The next day, Miss Ashley and I were up bright and early 
getting ready for the Salinas Rodeo Parade. I was able to 
ride Molly again, but both Molly and I didn’t know what 
we were getting ourselves into. From the fairgrounds to 
the start of the parade was a 6-mile walk all over town. 
I didn’t think it was going to be that bad until I realized 
the roads weren’t blocked off and that we had to go over 
a freeway. Thankfully Ashley followed me close from 
behind in her car with her flashers on making sure I was 
out of harms way. 

At the start of the parade I saw smiling faces and 
members of the Salinas Rodeo getting ready to put on 
a great parade. Seeing all the folks that came out that 
morning to watch the parade truly made my day. I even 
had a little girl tell me how she wants to be a Rodeo 
Queen one day and I’m hoping that her dream comes 
true.  The cool thing about the Salinas Rodeo is since the 
parade runs so long it leads right into the grand entry. 

Saturday was by far my busiest day because it was jam-
packed with things to do. Once the rodeo had come to 
an end, I met some of the visiting queens who I will be 
seeing periodically at different rodeos throughout the 
year. When we left the fairgrounds and headed back 
to our hotel Ashley and I were invited to join the past 

presidents, members, and their wives to a nice dinner at 
Monterey Coast. It was nice to get to know everyone on a 
personal level and share stories about the trip. 

Sadly, the Salinas Rodeo had come to an end and we 
packed all our belongings to head out that Sunday 
morning. Overall I have to say I was spoiled on this trip 
and can’t wait for more trips like this to come. 

That following week, I was able to be a part of the 
10th annual Driving for Donors Blood Drive at Famous 
Dave’s. This was my first time donating blood and it was 
such a great feeling knowing that I have the chance 
to possibly save a life. It was great seeing friends and 
families come out to donate, and our Reno Rodeo 
President Brad Sidener came out to support the event. 

As I’m writing this article, I am planning a busy Rodeo 
weekend. On Saturday on August 13th we have the 
Awards Banquet dinner and I’m looking forward 
to catching up and seeing everyone. That following day, 
I will be a part of the Fernley Rodeo as part 
of their grand entry as well as carry some 
sponsor flags. I’m looking forward to this 
busy weekend and can’t wait share all 
the memories I’ll have after for the next 
Bullsheet.

Ron Hostetler and Stan Stoll, both members of the Reno 
Rodeo Board of Directors, have been granted Director 
Emeritus status. Ron was the Treasurer for four years, 
and, Stan chaired the President’s Room committee for 
many years. They will be missed as active members of the 
association, but I’m sure we’ll see them around.

Director Emeritus Andy Andreson has almost a full set of 
the pins we hand out every year to promote the rodeo. 
He’s only missing 1999 and 2000. If you have an extra one 
from either or both of those years, give Andy a call 775-
826-5774. Andy intends to donate his collection to our 
museum once it’s completed.

Speaking of the museum, the museum committee is 
working on plans to make it become a reality. Now is the 
time to start collecting historical materials for it. 

If you have any thing that you think would be of value 
for the museum contact Mark Sutton 775-750-3114 
or msutton5355@yahoo.com. You can either donate 
them or loan them to the museum. 

On a final note, our condolences go out to Mark Elston and 
his family. Mark’s father passed away in early August.
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I AM THE RENO RODEO - JIM LINDSEY

Mark Sutton

Jim Lindsey has been a 
part of the Reno Rodeo 
organization since 
2004 when he officially 
became a Wrangler. He 
subsequently joined the 
Association as a Member 
just two years later in 
2006. “I had been around 
the Reno Rodeo since 
1987 but was always busy 
working. I decided I had 
enough time to get more 

involved in ’04,” Jim explained.

Jim has lived the western lifestyle since birth. Born in 
Uvalde, Texas in 1944, Jim was the son of an Immigration 
Service agent. “The day I was born, my Dad walked 
into the hospital room with his boots, spurs and chaps 
on after branding cattle all day,” Jim remarked. As a 
child, he, and his older brother, Bob traveled with his 
Mom and Dad as they moved from one assignment to 
another. Jim spent time in Arizona, Mexico City, Southern 
California, and eventually graduated from Tumon High 
School (currently known as John F. Kennedy High School) 
on Guam. After high school, he briefly attended UCLA, 
until being drafted, when he chose to enlist in the US 
Navy. He served in the Navy for four years and saw action 
in Vietnam from 1968-1969 aboard the USS Hornet.

Jim has served the Reno Rodeo Association in 
several different capacities. He has been a part of the 
Black Stallion Literacy Project (Reading Roundup), Team 
355, Manpower, Executive, Special Kids Rodeo, Team 
Penning, Chuck Wagon and Magazine Committees. Jim 
feels that the Chuck 
Wagon and Reading 
Roundup committees 
are two of his favorites. 
“The Reading Roundup 
Committee reaches 
over 2000 1st grade 
students per year, 
focusing on the three 
Rs – Reading, Rodeo and 
Responsibility,” Jim noted. 
Jim has been responsible 
for bringing his horse, Mr. 
Buc, to the Reading Roundup events.  
Buc participated for the last 12 years and just recently 
retired from service. In addition to his service on several 
committees, Jim has been a Director of the Association 
since 2010.

When questioned about his favorite occupation Jim 
smiles and states “retirement.” After serving for 40 years 
as an air traffic controller, it is easy to understand Jim’s 
desire to relax. “It gets down to how you handle stress as 
an individual, and I had fun going to work,” Jim explained. 
Now he serves part-time as a Nevada Brand Inspector.

Jim has been married to Teresa since 1989 and has two 
sons, Scott and Jeff, both from a previous marriage.

In his spare time, Jim still likes to ride and occasionally 
competes in team penning and sorting competitions. He 
also follows the San Francisco Giants, the Reno Bighorns 
and is a Washington Redskins fan by marriage.

Mr. Buc leans over to allow another 
child an opportunity  to pet him.

COUNT DOWN TO 100

The Reno Rodeo always attracted the top professional 
cowboys in the business, but in 1937, Cliff Gardner of 
Reno made a little history becoming the first Nevada 
cowboy to win the all-around title. 

Gardner, born in Canada in 1906, moved to Reno in 1932 
and competed in his first Reno Rodeo that year, winning 
the Mapes Cup as the top Nevada bronc rider. (The 
Mapes Cup can be viewed in the President’s Room on 
rodeo grounds. It will be relocated to the museum once a 
site has been determined,)

 A true all-around hand, Gardner competed in bronc 
riding, roping and steer wrestling. It was as a bulldogger 
that he earned his greatest fame, winning the world 
championship in bulldogging at the Pendleton Round-
Up in 1937.

“He was a good bulldogger,” said daughter Nancy Borden 
of Reno, “He even competed at Madison Square Garden 
(in the United States championships).”

He won seven championship saddles at the Reno Rodeo 
in the 1930s before retiring as a competitor after his 
successful 1937 season.

Gardner went on to serve as a Washoe County Deputy 
Sheriff, the Nevada State Brand Inspector and a prison 
guard at the Nevada State Prison.  He was perhaps best 
known, though, for the 15 Shetland ponies he kept as his 
home in Washoe Valley, featuring pony rides for children.

Gardner died in 1939 at the age of 63.

The stories for the Count Down to 100 are excerpts from  
“A History – The First 80 Years” by Guy Clifton.
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FOUNDATION NEWS

Clara Andriola
Executive Director

National Cowboy Poetry 
Gathering on the Road, 
Celebrating Ranching and the 
Rural West

Once the Reno Rodeo 
was over, the boot 
stomping, dust kicking 
and western fun 
continued on July 21st 
at Bartley Ranch.  For the 
first time ever, Artown 
and the Reno Rodeo 

Foundation partnered to present the National Cowboy 
Poetry Gathering on the Road. The event celebrates 
ranching and the rural west through poetry, music and 
stories.  Our western heritage in Northern Nevada has 
a long history of ranchers expressing the beauty and 
challenges of a life deeply connected to the earth and its 
bounty.

Attendees enjoyed performances by Andy Hedges - 
songster, reciter and guitarist with eight albums, who’s 
varied repertoire includes classic cowboy recitations, 
old cowboy songs, dust bowl ballads and blues; Breen 
Hill - singer/songwriter whose trials and tribulations 
as a cowboy have inspired the raw material he uses to 
pour his heart and soul into performing; and Trinity 
Seely - won Western Music Association and Academy 
of Western Artists’ Song of the Year in 2014 for “Cowboy 
Hat” and uses her honey-smooth voice to sing about 
loving cowboys, horses and living in the middle of 
nowhere. 

The Golf Cart Gang was led by Dan Bybee, Reno Rodeo 
Team 355 Chair, and Team 355 members Richard 
Mathieu, Connie Tilley and Mario Galicia who shuttled 
attendees from their cars to the amphitheater.  The 
greeters for the event included Reno Rodeo Flag Girls 
Claudia Watkins and Lori Aukenthaler and Team 355 
members Pat Rosaschi and Peggy Stromer.  The Reno 
Rodeo Volunteers were amazing and made guests 
welcome with their cowboy charm and genuine western 
hospitality.  Thanks to Washoe County Golf Course and 
United Rentals for their generous donation.

Thanks to the Reno Rodeo Foundation Board of Trustees, 
Artown, NV Energy and Western Folklife Center who 
provided free tickets to the RRF scholarship students 
and a guest to attend the event.  

This successful event would not have been possible 

without the support of the Reno Rodeo Foundation 
Board of Trustees, as well as the efforts of John Breternitz, 
Ron Parraguirre, and Mark Elston. We are extremely 
grateful to Beth Macmillan and Jennifer Mannix with 
Artown and their entire team of volunteers and Paul 
Caudill, Gail Steiger, David Roche and the volunteers 
from the Western Folklife Center.  What a wonderful 
way to begin a collaborative partnership to benefit our 
Northern Nevada community!

Reno Rodeo Blood Drive a Great Success
On July 29, 2016 Reno Rodeo members donated 20 
pints of blood.  These heroes helped save the lives of 57 
Northern Nevadans. Thanks to all blood donors, Miss 
Reno Rodeo, Alex Rayppy, 2017 Reno Rodeo President, 
Brad Sidener, Famous Dave’s, United Blood Services 
and K-Bull for helping to sustain the community blood 
program.  As of July, it is projected that areas on the 
west coast are roughly 4,700 pints below the standard 
inventory levels. The Reno Rodeo Foundation hosts 
this annual blood drive, offering just one more way to 
support our community. Thank you!

Denim Foster Family Back-to-School Distribution Event
On July 15th and 16th the Reno Rodeo Foundation and 
Reno Rodeo Team 355 volunteers helped 406 children 
throughout 14 Northern Nevada counties.  Thanks to a 
generous donation from Sierra RV Super Center, rolling 
backpacks were given to every child old enough to use 
one. Team 355 volunteers filled rural area clothes orders 
and children with their foster parents were able to 
select new clothing just in time for school.  The children 
enjoyed meeting Miss Reno Rodeo, Alex Rayppy, and 
writing thank you notes staffed by Reno Rodeo Volunteer 
Corey Bond.

Thanks again to the Reno Rodeo Association leadership, 
Team 355 volunteers, Washoe County Social Services and 
the State of Nevada Division of Child & Family Services 
Support Staff for making the event so successful.  
Special recognition to Sharon Smith and Linda Canavan 
who spent countless hours shopping to make sure all 
requests were fulfilled!

2016 Denim Drive November 14 through December 31
Please contact Dan Bybee, Reno Rodeo Team 355 Chair, 
via email at danbyee@hotmail.com for more details 
about joining the Reno Rodeo Association’s Team 355 
committee.
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Membership 
Luncheon at noon  
Silver Legacy Exp Hall A
Board of Directors 
5:30 pm location TBD

Labor Day 
Rodeo Office Closed

October Bullsheet stories due

Legacy Project Com   
RR Conference Room 
5:30 pm

UNR vs Cal Poly  
6:30 pm MacKay Stadium

Budget Workshop 
5 pm Rodeo Office

Budget Workshop 
5 pm Rodeo Office

Budget Workshop 
5 pm Rodeo Office

Budget Workshop 
5 pm Rodeo Office

Budget Workshop 
5 pm Rodeo Office

Budget Workshop 
5 pm Rodeo Office

Budget Workshop 
5 pm Rodeo Office

Budget Workshop 
5 pm Rodeo Office

Budget Workshop 
5 pm Rodeo Office

Budget Workshop 
5 pm Rodeo Office

UNR vs Buffalo  
6 pm Mackay Stadium

RR Office 
4:30 pm Finance Com 
5:30 pm Executive Bd 

RR Office 
4:30 pm Finance Com 
5:30 pm Executive Bd 

ARC Convention 
Colorado Springs 

ARC Convention 
Colorado Springs 

Officers' Meeting 
8 am, Tamarack 
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Some 18 months ago 
the Legacy Committee 
took a “straw vote” of 
our Directors and Past 
Presidents and found 
overwhelmingly, that 
if the opportunity 
presented itself and 
money was no object, 
we would like to have 
a new home for Reno 
Rodeo. A year ago the 

Legacy Committee was actively looking at possible 
vacant properties that could be developed as new 
grounds, including BLM properties designated for 
disposal. Six months ago we resigned to ourselves that 
there was nothing that made good sense pursuing and 
began the pursuit of “growing” our existing facility. Now, 
over the past few weeks, a new opportunity may have 
surfaced.

I’m sure many of you have heard the rumors of the 
Wildcreek Golf Course, and I’m sure much of what 
you may be hearing is truly rumor. The facts are that 
the RSCVA wants to get out of the golf business. The 
property owner, Washoe County, does not want to 

LEGACY COMMITTEE REPORT

operate another golf course. This leaves the opportunity 
for us to at least investigate the potential of developing 
the property into a new livestock and equestrian 
facility. Many hurdles need to be overcome including 
creation of an operating group or mechanism, the 
politics and political impacts, and of course the financial 
needs. During the past month we have had a couple of 
meetings with stakeholders regarding the potential and 
have a couple more scheduled for the next couple of 
weeks. As we know more, we will keep you informed.

Even though we are looking at our new potential 
opportunity, we have not abandoned “growing” our 
existing facility. Rather, we are paralleling this effort, 
trying to keep as many options as practical open such 
that we can make the Legacy Project a reality.

The Legacy Committee did meet on the 2nd Thursday in 
August. In addition to discussing the Wildcreek potential, 
we had reports from both the Museum Sub-committee 
and the 100 Year Sub-committee. Both of these groups 
have been active after rodeo. I will have the sub chairs 
give an update for next month.

Remember, the Legacy Committee meets the 2nd 
Thursday of every month except October, which is the 
3rd Thursday. Clint Thiesse

Legacy Committee Chair



RENO RODEO ASSOCIATION 
PO BOX 12335  
RENO, NV 89510

Don’t forget to download our App. 
Go to your respective app store and search for Reno Rodeo. Download 
the app. When prompted to determine if you want to receive “push 
notifications” please accept. Then enter your email address in the 
space provided. Thank you.  
Please send comments to: greg@gmaagroup.com  We can make 
updates as necessary.

And follow us on social media:

WHITMOR/WIRENETICS
We are Specialists at Manufacturing and Distribruting

WIRE  u CABLE  u  TUBING
uCustom Cable   uHook-Up Wire   uMagnet Wire

27737 Avenue Hopkins  •  Valencia, CA 91355

800-822-WIRE


