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 PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Mike Torvinen
President 2019

1ST VICE PRESIDENT  
CRAIG DOWNIE

2ND VICE PRESIDENT 
JOSH IVESON

TREASURER
GREG WILLIAMS

SECRETARY
DEBBIE SPRAGUE

2019 FINANCE COMMITTEE – continuing members
 CHAIR: GREG "LIGHTNING" WILLIAMS, Treasurer  
 CRAIG DOWNIE, 1st Vice President 
 JIM NEIL  
 ALEX BYBEE
additional members will be elected and added to this list

Well…. Here WE 
go!!!! I am excited 
to get going on 
this adventure 
of the 100-year 
celebration of 
Reno Rodeo. First, 
please join me 
in thanking Bill 
Summy for an 
amazing 99th 
year. I watched 
Bill work tirelessly 
all year long to 
make the 2018 

rodeo one for the books. He put his personal touch on 
things and it turned out great! Nobody can argue the 
Wild Pony Races were some seriously good watching. 
Those are not city kids out there! The future of the 
agriculture and ranching industry is in good hands. 
And Bull Fighters Only was clearly a step up in the bull 
fighting world! We have our work cut out for us to 
match his success.

Not many organizations are 100 years old, except 
for governments, how many can you name here in 
Northern Nevada? That is part of the reason I say 
Reno Rodeo is a big damn deal. We are riding a wave 
of success that is hard not to notice. Sponsors are 
knocking down the doors to get involved, ticket sales 
are through the roof, and more people than ever 
are coming out to the grounds, even if they can’t 
get a rodeo ticket. You, the Reno Rodeo Association 
members are the reason we are so strong! Our 
community loves the Reno Rodeo! This does not 
happen without every one of you guys doing a great 
job and making the experience one to remember for 
all our guests and sponsors.  You people, the members 
of the Reno Rodeo Association, are awesome!

As I have been preparing to take the reins I have 
been meeting with some of you and plan to meet 
with many more. You guys are the ones who make 
things happen and we are certain you have the ideas 
to make things even better! You are in the trenches. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have some 
thoughts or ideas to make Reno Rodeo bigger and 
better.

We are working on ensuring there are more 
opportunities for all members to be involved in the 
Association all year long. We have scheduled more 
dinners than in previous years because we believe 
that will be an opportunity for those members that 
cannot get away during the day for lunch. We are 
also working on some additional ideas to make your 
membership in the Reno Rodeo Association a more 

rewarding experience than it already is! 

So, what can you expect to be different during the 100th year? Lot’s 
of stuff—and we are still working on more ideas. JP Pinocchio, our 
concessions manager and one of our biggest sponsors, is working 
on two different fundraisers for the Legacy Fund. There is a huge 
golf tournament in the planning stages for October 6 (dinner) and 7 
(tournament). JP and his committee of young guns promises to ensure 
a great time is had by all. And we have a tribute to Bob Tallman, one of 
our legendary announcers, planned for November 3, 2018. Stay tuned 
for information on how you can sign up for the golf tournament and get 
tickets for the tribute. That is a lot of work JP has undertaken on behalf 
of Reno Rodeo, in addition to all that he does already! 

For Nevada Day, we are planning on having 100 riders for 100 years 
in the Nevada Day Parade. How cool is that going to be? This is a big 
undertaking, so we are working diligently already to get a list of riders 
and work out the details. Stay tuned for more information on how to 
sign up and get involved.

The marketing team recently got together, and the ideas just keep 
coming! We have an amazing team of professionals who are incredibly 
passionate about Reno Rodeo. I wish you all could hear the enthusiasm 
with which they speak about making 2019 the best year ever. It is 
absolutely inspiring! As we settle on what we think are the best ideas, 
we will need members to get involved and even oversee some of the 
projects. 

Then there is the Legacy Project and the new arena we envision. I will 
let Clint Thiesse fill you in on what is happening there. Rest assured, the 
Legacy Committee is hard at work and does not intend to slow down!

So, even though we just finished the 2018 Reno Rodeo, time is of the 
essence. I will leave you with one last thought… Quod faciamus!! First 
one to approach me at our first 2019 membership meeting, which is 
currently scheduled for September 21st, and tell me what it means gets 
some Reno Rodeo bling!
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 GENERAL MANAGER’S MESSAGE

   George Combs
General Manager

TREASURER
GREG WILLIAMS

2019 FINANCE COMMITTEE – continuing members
 CHAIR: GREG "LIGHTNING" WILLIAMS, Treasurer  
 CRAIG DOWNIE, 1st Vice President 
 JIM NEIL  
 ALEX BYBEE
additional members will be elected and added to this list

In recent articles, I have tried to better explain the different 
parts of our rodeo association, as well as the PRCA and ARC, 
plus other rodeo associations' structures and how they differ 
from ours.  I am going to continue with that today.

Some of you may have the pleasure of visiting other rodeos 
and are able to experience the difference first hand.  As I have 
said before, some rodeos have fairs or stock shows coinciding 
with their rodeos. Others have concerts or multiple day 
parades during their rodeos, while others have chuckwagon 
races, relay races, buckaroo races, pancake feeds, and/or 
bazaars. Still others have all this and some only have four or 
five days of just rodeo.  Rodeos can last two days long or two 
weeks long!  Some rodeos have all the events we are used 
too, but others do not.  And at this moment discussions are 
happening in the PRCA that may allow nontraditional rodeo 
events to be sanctioned.   You may know about events that are 
only bull riding, or rough stock events (saddle bronc, bareback 
riding and bull riding).  These events are usually stand-alone 
events (meaning not in conjunction with a rodeo or it’s 
association), but they, too, may eventually fall under the PRCA 
umbrella. As a rodeo association, (Reno Rodeo volunteers, 
members, directors, staff and myself ), we do a huge amount of 
work to present the rodeo to our audience.  However, if we did 
not have the help of the PRCA and staff, we would need much 
more help.  

Each year, we send in our Reno Rodeo approval application 
for the PRCA to sanction Reno Rodeo along with what specific 
ground rules we would like to see happen at our rodeo.  After 
the application has been approved, we are notified and then 
within a month of our rodeo Procom opens entries to the 

cowboys.  Our rules, 
deadlines, fees and the 
number of contestant 
entries per event over all 
nine days of our rodeo, 
are handled through 
Procom at the PRCA 
office.  They manage all 
monies to and from the 
contestants between 
us and the PRCA.  This 
includes winning payouts 
in each rodeo event 
or fines (for a variety 
of reasons) from a 
contestant to our rodeo or to PRCA.  Contestant insurance is 
also coordinated through the PRCA.  Rodeo judges are trained, 
vetted, and assigned to rodeos through the PRCA.  We hire the 
PRCA rodeo secretary directly, just as we do the other contract 
help—including two timers, and four pickup men—but they 
must have a PRCA card that shows they are approved and 
trained according to PRCA standards.   

There is a great deal that goes on behind the scenes well 
before the rodeo event is presented to the public.  And even if 
they don’t see it or care, we do!  We need and want all the help 
we can get to be able to present the best possible rodeo to our 
fans!  That is what we always strive to do, and will continue to 
do.  With your help, the help of the PRCA, the sponsors and the 
public, Reno Rodeo will continue to grow into the future being 
the “Wildest, Richest Rodeo in the West!!"

It’s Working. And Our Guests Love Using It.

“My neighbor wouldn’t go to the rodeo if it weren’t for”— wait 
for it “…the shuttle bus!”  

With a 35% increase in ridership since it’s inception in 2016, 
the free (to our guests) shuttle runs from 5 pm to 12 midnight 
every night during the ten days of rodeo. Parking at Peccole 
Park on the UNR campus couldn’t be easier.  After hopping on 
the shuttle, the 7-minute ride drops our guests at Gate 2, for a 

no hassle, free parking experience.

The proof that it is catching on, is in the numbers. General 
Manager, George Combs, reported that in 2016 we had 3,668 
riders, increasing to 4,199 in 2017, and topping that at 5,012 
riders this past rodeo. 

Some of the ways the shuttle service was promoted included 
on KBUL radio, on social media, in several onsite televised news 
reports, and on our livestreaming daily Facebook programs.

photo credits Stewart Campbell
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 FOUNDATION NEWS

Clara Andriola 
Executive Director

Reno Rodeo’s adage 
“We Rodeo for the 
Kids” continues to shine 
through children’s 
events and community 
partnerships.
On Saturday, June 30, 
foster children had a 
chance to experience 
the excitement of a 
Kids Rodeo. Team 355 
volunteers, Bob Girolamo 
and Mark Munoz showed 
children the ropes of 
riding a stick horse in the 

Kids Kottage Gym. Thank you, Bob and Mark, for bringing so 
much joy to these children – we know how tough those stick 
horses can be to wrangle sometimes. 

On Monday, July 9, the Reno 
Rodeo Foundation partnered with 
Artown to introduce the first Kids 
Rodeo and Campfire Storytelling 
event as part of Artwown’s 2018 
Family Series. The event kicked 
off with a Kids Rodeo, where kids 
enjoyed stick horse racing through 
mini barrels and poles, as well as 
dummy steer roping. 2019 Reno 
Rodeo Association President Mike 
Torvinen introduced performer 
Tex Weir, the singer, songwriter, 
guitarist and cowboy storyteller 
who had everyone dancing and 
singing along.

Additional event partners included members of the Sierra 
Nevada Junior Rodeo (SNJR) & Gymkhana Club, as well as 
Jessi LeMay and her two daughters, who were part of the 
performance. A huge thanks to Team 355 volunteers and to 

Miss Reno Rodeo, 
Kaeley Juzek, 
for helping the 
kids navigate 
the courses with 
their stick horses. 
Our deepest 
appreciation to 
Michael & Son’s 
who sponsored 
the performance 
and paid for an 
Ice Cream truck 
vendor to give 
out “free” ice 
cream. 

Wednesday, July 18, marked another heartfelt day as 
community partners dedicated the new Second Judicial 
District Court Family Division Reading Rooms to children going 
through family court proceedings. Reno Rodeo Association 
member, Judge Scott Freeman, did a fabulous job emceeing 
the event, and acknowledging the numerous organizations 
and individuals who brought the project to fruition. 

Beautiful words were shared expressing the impact this 
endeavor will have on the children.

 “Anything we can do as a community to relieve the tension 
these kids feel when they enter the courthouse will pay 
dividends far into the future,” said Egan Walker, a judge in the 
General Jurisdiction of the Second Judicial District Court, and a 
visionary for the project. 

“It’s a really valuable and positive contribution in the lives of 
children who come through our courts,” said Karen Sabo, the 
court master who presides over cases involving neglect and 
abuse. “It has a magical way of taking away anxiety. If we can 

give them a gift, especially a book 
that has the power to change 
their life, it’s so meaningful.”

The Reno Rodeo Foundation 
donated $10,000 for the 
purchase of new books and 
secured additional funds from 
Plumas Bank, Bill Pearce Motors, 
and the Earl and Elizabeth Ash 
Foundation.Each generously 
donated $2,500 towards new 
books. The Foundation is 
committed to raising funds as it 
aligns with the mission of serving 
children with extraordinary needs.  

Bob Girolamo teaches the magic of roping to a Foster Child at the 
Kids Kottage.

Kids turn cowboys and cowgirls at RRF Kids Rodeo 
with Artown and the SNJR/Gymkhana Club, 
sponsored by Michael & Son’s Jewelry Company.

Photo Credit Holly Hutchings

Reno Rodeo Foundation Board of Trustees, Mary Fiala, and Judge Egan 
Walker celebrate the launch of the Reading Rooms.

Photo Credit Fred Cornelius
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 LETTER FROM THE QUEEN

It’s hard to believe that 
this day has finally come. 
The moment that I truly 
knew I wanted to be Miss 
Reno Rodeo was right 
after Kayla Roundy was 
crowned Miss Reno Rodeo. 
It was my very first year 
on the flag team. Since 
Kayla was a former flag 
girl herself, she had gone 
down to share her victory 
with all the flag girls who 
were cheering her on that 
year. I remember one of 

the flag girls asking Kayla if she had yet sat in her new saddle 
to take the traditional pajama photo after she won. She said 
the saddle was so beautiful she just couldn’t stop staring at it. 
That’s when I knew I wanted to become Miss Reno Rodeo. I was 
15 years old, eight years later I finally made that dream a reality. 

For two years I have worked my tail off to achieve this title, 
which means absolutely the world to me. I’ve spent numerous 
hours studying a pile of flash cards almost as tall as I am...and if 
you’ve ever seen me in person, you know that’s pretty dang tall. 
Alright, maybe it wasn’t as tall as I am, but it sure seemed like 
it at the time. I’ve had countless riding lessons. I’ve personally 
invested tons of money in my wardrobe. Most importantly, I’ve 
had weekly meetings with coaches, to whom I owe all of my 
success. 

The pageant was a tough one, to say the least. All three girls did 
fantastically! We all had our strengths in different areas. It made 
for a very intense and exciting race for the crown. The moment 
they called my name for Miss Reno Rodeo 2019 the world went 
silent. All I could hear was my heart beating inside of my chest. 

At that moment I 
heard all of my hard 
work had finally paid 
off... it was a dream 
come true.

This year's rodeo was 
one like no other. 
I have been to the 
Reno Rodeo every 
year since I was born, 
but this year felt very 
different. This year, 
I had made it. This 
year, I really made 
a point of taking 
each moment in 
and cherishing each 
experience. After all I 
will only be Miss Reno 
Rodeo once.

Meeting all of the visiting rodeo royalty and showing them 
around my home town rodeo was a lot of fun! I got the 
opportunity to ride on several of the wagons in the arena and 
parade. It was a blast! 

On the last night of the rodeo I felt like it was a dream. Getting 
crowned and getting to do a queen run in that arena with my 
own horse was indescribable. I have watched so many queens 
over the years get this honor, and I became one of a select few 
who have had this incredible experience. 

I made a quick unofficial trip to Nashville at the beginning of 
July. As I walked through the Country Music Hall of Fame  
I was mesmerized by the extravagant outfits the artists wore. 
I couldn’t help but compare them to the Miss Rodeo America 
horsemanship outfits. 

As we speak right now, I just finished my first night at Salinas 
with our wonderful officers and my lovely chair and assistant 
chair. I can’t wait to let all of you know how my queen flyby 
goes on Saturday!!! 

Thank you all so much for being so kind to me throughout 
this experience and over the years. You all hold a very special 
place in my heart. I can’t wait to make even more incredible 
memories with all of you! 

Until next time, Kaely Juzek
Miss Reno Rodeo 2019

Sponsors Tent Reno Rodeo
Makenzie McMurtrey – 
Miss Rodeo Nevada 2018
Kaely Juzek – Miss Reno Rodeo 2019
Jennifer Fisk – Miss Reno Rodeo 2018

Jennifer Fisk, Miss Reno Rodeo 2018, Hannah from 
KBULL, Kaely Juzek, Miss Reno Rodeo 2019

Coors Night Reno Rodeo 2018—Kaely Juzek, Miss Reno Rodeo 2019, 
and Visiting Royalty



page 6

Mark Sutton

 WE ARE THE RENO RODEO – JESSE STEVERMAN

Hey, all you very important volunteers out there, 
we'd like to remind you that we encourage input. 
Please send information, stories, or pictures to 
receptionist@renorodeo.com. Just keep in mind 
that each issue has a limited amount of space, 
and that timeliness is very important. We may 
or may not be able to include a submission, but  
WILL get back to you. 
All submissions must be received on, or before, 
the 20th of the month prior to publishing.  AND 
before you submit, please proofread.  
Thanks, very, Lynne
Editor: Lynne Liebelt
Staff Writers: Bill Price, Marjie Swaitek
copy proofing: Jim Lindsey
Published By: MAP Committee
Bill Price, Marjie Swiatek, Co-Chairs

It is refreshing to talk with Jesse Steverman about the 
Reno Rodeo, and why he is willing to chair one of the most 
challenging committees, public parking. “It’s not about me, it’s 
about identifying an area that has a need and being willing 
to step up and do the job,” Steverman explained. “I try to be 
humble and adapt to all personalities when 
I come to volunteer with the rodeo. It seems 
to help me get the job done.”

Born and raised in Truckee, California, 
Steverman moved to Reno in 2001, just a 
couple years out of high school. The oldest 
of three children, his mom and dad still live 
in Truckee, and his brother and sister also 
reside in the area.

Steverman’s career with the Reno Rodeo 
started in 2014 after a conversation with 
Scott Peterson. “Scott told me a little about 
the rodeo and how to get involved, and a 
week later I had my wrangler application 
in and I was on my way.” Steverman has 
worked public parking since his first day as 
a wrangler. Again, he saw an area that needed help and has 
consistently stepped up to the challenge. After two years as a 
wrangler, Steverman served as assistant chair in 2016 and has 

chaired the committee the last two years.

Steverman notes the lack of manpower as his most significant 
challenge every night. “We need anywhere from 25-30 people 
to effectively do the job each night and we usually only get 15-
18 volunteers. I’ll put people on the schedule, but often they 

don’t show. You have to come in and be ready to 
be flexible.”

Despite the challenges, Steverman enjoys 
seeing fans come and go from the rodeo each 
night. “Fans and contestants often tell us that 
the volunteers from Reno care about the success 
of their rodeo and they appreciate it. Heck, it’s 
fun to watch kids getting out of cars and being 
excited to ride in a golf cart,” jokes Steverman. 
Like most of us, Steverman enjoys Sunday 
morning after the rodeo as much as any part of 
it. “Once we get everything cleaned up, I take 
the committee to breakfast on Sunday morning. 
It’s a chance for everybody to sit back, relax, and 
think about the contribution we all just made to 
the city of Reno.”

Jesse is a construction superintendent with Frank Lepori 
Construction, and is every bit as dedicated on the job as he is 
with the rodeo. “My typical day starts at 4:30 and I’m usually 
on the road by 5:00. I’m busy every day visiting work sites to 
ensure everything is going as planned.” “Being busy is good,” he 
contends.

Jesse is married, and he and his wife Chelsea have one 
daughter, Delaney, who is two. He had to smile when 
discussing his wedding day. “We got married on work day in 
2014. I came down to the rodeo grounds in the morning to 
pick up my badge, but then I had to run off and get ready for 
the wedding.” It seems that he made two wise choices that day, 
and his family and the Reno Rodeo are both thankful for it!

Photo by Fred Cornelius

Ticket Sales

The ticket committee has been busy tabulating final results 
from this years rodeo as well as debriefing on what worked 
well and what needs improvement. The 99th Reno Rodeo is 
barely behind us, but we're busy planning for the 100th year. 
We're evaluating ticket prices for a potential increase. Our goal 
is for the 100th year rodeo tickets to be on sale by the middle 
of September. Stay tuned for an update in the next BullSheet.

Colleen Scharr
Ticket Chair 
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 COUNTDOWN TO 100

The stories for Count Down to 100  
are excerpts from  

A History—The First 80 Years,  
by Guy Clifton, Edited by Bill Price.

 Monthly Luncheons

Everyone enjoys the Reno Rodeo luncheons and dinners. 
The food is always exceptional, and these events provide 
an opportunity to find out what's going on with the Reno 
Rodeo and with your rodeo friends. To help ensure that the 
attendance count is correct, the Board of Directors has set 
the following rules.

If you do not RSVP, but show up, you will be charged $40, as 
well as having to wait for available seating.

If you do RSVP, do not call to cancel, and do not show up, 
you will be invoiced for $40. 

If you need to cancel, please call and let us know. 

Guest price is $40 for each event.

RSVP by phone at 775.329.3877 ext 224
in person at the Reno Rodeo office
or by email at RSVP@renorodeo.com.

In 1964, Jack T. Walther was president of the Reno Rodeo 
Association, which unveiled new 3000-seat grandstands built 
to replace those destroyed in the 1962 fire. Carolyn Leino, the 
rodeo queen for 1963, cut a ribbon during a special ceremony 
held to celebrate the opening of the 
$108,000 grandstand.

Wooster High student Jeannie Harris was the 
rodeo queen and the Christensen Brothers 
were the stock contractor for the second 
consecutive year. Attendance was much 
better at the rodeo with 15,000 people 
attending the three-day event. For the third 
straight year, a rainstorm and power outage 
impacted opening night.

A highlight of Saturday afternoon’s 
performance was the Pony Express ride by 
the Washoe Horseman’s Junior Club which 
brought a letter bearing greetings to rodeo 
fans from Governor Grant Sawyer in Carson 
City. The 30-mile ride from Carson City took 
two riders about two hours.

The 1965 event attracted numerous world 
champions, including two-time all-around, 
and six-time calf roping champion Dean 
Oliver. The two reigning champions in 
saddle bronc and bareback—Enoch Walker and Jim Houston 
—also came to compete, as did two-time steer wrestling 
champion Harley May.

The Reno Rodeo Association, with George Southworth as 

president, said the 1965 rodeo would be “one of the best in 
history.” Judy Holt was the rodeo queen. Cotton Rosser and the 
Flying U Rodeo Company returned as the stock contractor, and 
Johnny Jackson of Woodlake, California, was the announcer. 

The clowns were perennial favorites 
Joaquin Sanchez and Wilbur Plaugher. 

A Sunday crowd of 5,000 saw Hall 
of Fame roper Jim Rodriquez, Jr., 
of California, win the all-around 
championship. He teamed with 
Ken Luman to win the team roping.  
Ronnie Raymond rode a horse named 
“Royal Taboo” to the saddle bronc 
championship, edging Reno’s Lyle 
Smith by a single point. The bull riding 
was also close with Bob Sheppard and 
Larry Mahan tying for first place, each 
with a score of 67.

Longtime rodeo clown Joaquin Sanchez 
acknowledges the cheers of the crowd at the 1963 
grand entry. 

Reno Gazette Journal photo
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Thank you Mark Elston for 
serving on the Executive 
Committee this past year.

It is a privilege to be 
elected to and serve on 
the Executive Committee. 
Thanks to everyone for 
your support. Having 
served on the Executive 
Committee in 2000, 2009, 
and 2015— I guess you 
could say this isn't my 
first rodeo.  I am the Past 
President  Representative, 
but I am also here to serve 

all of the Reno Rodeo membership, General Manager George, 
and staff.

Our 99th rodeo is now in the history book, and Bill "Billy Blue 
Shoes" Summy did an outstanding job, supported by all the 
hard work and dedication of the entire association and our 
sponsors. Thank you one and all. Bill joined the association 
in 1980. Since that time, he has obtained the vast experience 
necessary to be the President that led us through the 99th 
year. It has been said by many that this was one of the best 
rodeo celebrations we have seen. Congratulations, Bill, for a 
job well done.

The foundation that we have built over the years will serve us 
well as we look forward to the 100th year celebration of the 

 PAST PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Clint Wells
Past Presidents Representative

founding of the Reno Rodeo in 1919. Some might say I was 
there, though I was not. Mike "Pinky" Torvinen says that the 
100th year rodeo is "A Big Damn Deal." I think we would all 
agree. The 100th Year Committee has been working on the 
Preliminary Plans for two years. Now is the time to bring your 
ideas forward, so that we can budget for them.

By now, most of us have seen the Conceptual Plan for our 
Community Equestrian Facility. This is a huge undertaking 
that this fine association has the ability to make happen, if we 
work hard together. The Legacy Committee has been working 
on this project since 2015. It is important that we keep the 
momentum going. We can do what we put our minds to. We 
have a new team in Mike, Craig, and Josh. Let's give them our 
whole-hearted support.

When we receive this edition of the BullSheet, we will have 
had a 100 Years, 100 Stories event on July 28th at the Nevada 
Museum of Art. The next 100 Years, 100 Stories event will be 
October 20th, also at the Nevada Museum of Art. We want to 
thank our new Signature Sponsor, Savemart. 

The Past Presidents met on July 18th to discuss two new 
events that are in the final stages of planning. The President's 
Cup Golf Tournament, and a dinner honoring Bob Tallman, our 
announcer. See the September BullSheet for details.

The next 100 Year Committee meeting will be August 2, 
2018, at 5:30 pm in the Rodeo Conference Room. Everyone is 
welcome to attend.

Once Again, The Reno Rodeo Association Trail Ride/Campout/ BBQ Was A Big Success!

photo credits Fred Cornelius
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 LEGACY COMMITTEE

Clint Thiesse
Legacy Committee Chair

As hoped, the Legacy 
Committee was able to 
unveil our conceptual 
plan video at the Queen 
Coronation/Member Dinner 
prior to rodeo, and to have 
it up on the video board 
during the rodeo. We did 
have a couple of hiccups 
getting Bob Tallman’s voice 
on the voice-over, but got 
it resolved, and all-in-all, it 
was a successful unveiling. 
The immediate reaction that 

I heard was “Wow!” It generated interview requests from the 
RGJ, Channel 2, Channel 8, Facebook Live, and the Wrangler 
Network; and, significant interest from local government 
leaders, our local sponsors, and even national sponsors. 

Since the Rodeo, we have begun the process of educating 
the public on our project. We have met with key people 
from the Governor’s executive staff and the RSCVA executive 
staff. We have scheduled a meeting with Reno’s Mayor and 
City Manager, and hope to soon have meetings scheduled 
with City of Sparks and Washoe County leaders. Our plan 
has been shared with the RTC staff involved with the Wells-
Oddie Corridor Preliminary Design. We hope to attend a 
Nevada Junior Livestock Show Board meeting in the near 
future to explain and discuss the project, and we need to start 
presenting our plan to the community through local civic 
organizations. 

“Where’s the money going to come from?” That’s the question 

we hear frequently. The answer starts with strong support from 
our local community, our supporters and local government 
entities. Strong support will help open doors to potential 
funding sources – both private and public. A key element in 
gaining that support will be a solid business plan with a market 
feasibility analysis. We have been in contact with the University 
of Nevada, College of Business and a local economist for 
potential assistance with the Business Plan for the Reno Sparks 
Livestock Event Center Project, and we hope to have them 
working on the same, soon. 

A second frequent question is “How much is it going to 
cost?” Some old engineer put his thumb in the air, looked at 
the back of it, and came up with a gut feeling guess of $120 
million. That is the number we have used to date, but that 
gut feeling guess is NOT good enough moving forward. We 
need real estimates from our architects and engineers to use 
in our Business Plan, to express cost- benefit scenarios, and 
to generate the necessary funding for actual development 
of our project. The cost to generate the schematic plans and 
reports necessary to prepare and present real construction cost 
estimates will not be cheap. There is a slight possibility that 
we may be able to receive funding for this architectural and 
engineering endeavor, but we should not depend on this. If we 
want to keep our momentum moving forward and the project 
on-track, we need to be prepared to make this absolutely 
necessary expenditure. 

Dreams become reality with hard work and dedication. Reno 
Rodeo has shown the community our dream. Now Reno Rodeo 
needs to put in the hard work and dedication to make that 
dream a reality.

Museum Piece

Perhaps you’ve seen Grant Dalen’s green and yellow chuck 
wagon about town, in a parade, or at the National Automobile 
Museum.  After winning parades with a sheep wagon, Grant 
had always had an interest in his friend’s chuck wagon. One 
day his friend, knowing Grant’s interest in his chuck wagon, 
reached out to Grant and offered to sell it to him. Grant jumped 
at the opportunity 
and bought it in 2014, 
selling his parade 
winning sheep wagon 
in the process.

When the chuck 
wagon showed up in 
Reno, Grant says it was 
in pretty rough shape. 

Grant's Sheep Wagon Renovated Chuck Wagon, Ready to Move 'Em Out

photo credits Charles Kirst continued on page 12
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 HISTORY–RENO RODEO LIMITED EDITION ART PRINTS

1989 President, John Solari
The 1979 painting by artist James Bama is this year’s Rodeo 
poster. Dressed in mud-spattered white shirt and jeans, sitting 
on an equally mud-spattered horse, a cowboy rearranges the 
coils of his lariat. The look of quiet concentration on the roper’s 
face indicates that he has done this task many a time for years, 
if not decades. The look on the horse’s face suggests it just 

wants the day to 
end. The cowboy 
and his mount 
are the subjects 
of “The Roper,” 
a 1979 painting 
by Western artist 
James Bama, 
that is serving 
as the poster for 
the 1998 Reno 
Rodeo. 

Solari says. “If you 
took a look at his 
painting, you’d 
have to take a 
second look to 
make sure it’s not 
a photograph.” 
Not that you’d be 

far wrong if you thought it was a photograph. “The Roper” is 
Bama’s adaptation of a photograph he took at a roping contest 
in Cody, Wyming, during a rain-soaked afternoon in the late 
1970s. “The place was just a quagmire,’’ Bama recalls. “I got a 
lot of good paintings out of that.’’ Then again, “The Roper’’ is a 
painting that nearly was not painted. The subject, a cowboy 
named Jim Keenan, was, well, a bit, intimidating. “He was a 
big, tough-looking guy, and I was almost afraid of taking his 
picture,” Bama recalls. Nevertheless, Bama got his shot while 
the roper was occupied. The painting recreates much of the 
feeling of that rain-soaked afternoon. There is not a lot of 
color in “The Roper,” it’s painted in shades of brown, which, 
gives the picture both a sense of timelessness and a sense of 
weariness, much as you might feel towards the tag end of a 
long, hard day. Bama says he prefers to portray his Western 
subjects in this manner, catching them unaware as they go 
about their work. “Most rodeo paintings are of bucking horses 
or something like that,” Bama says. “I close in and try to make 
them look real” 

The Roper was chosen because we liked it. “We try to look 
around and see what’s available out there,” Solari says. “Every 
year it’s a little bit different.” Bama give his permission for the 
Reno Rodeo to use his work for this year’s posters as a way to 
honor the men and women who take part in these contests. 
“It’s my way of paying back,” Bama says. “I’ve had a lot of 
exciting times at the rodeo.”

1999 President, Bill Price
Having been involved with the Reno Rodeo limited edition art 
from the very beginning, I was determined to have the 1999 
art selected and completed early in my year. I selected a well-
known artist, whose work I felt would be a hit with not only 
our members, but also 
with those who had a 
collection of our prints.

But, after several 
discussions, I determined 
that the cost was 
prohibitive for use to use 
his work. So my search 
for someone else started 
at Cowboy Christmas in 
Las Vegas during the NFR. 
And it didn’t take long to 
find what I was someone 
whose style was similar 
to the one I wanted in the 
first place.

Mark Kohler, of Austin, 
Texas, had a booth there, 
and his work caught my 
eye immediately. He was 
a commercial illustrator 
for seven years before he 
quit to devote himself to 
watercolor. And, he was 
a genuinely, unassuming 
nice guy, unlike some of 
the other artists I had run 
across in my search.

He was thrilled to be asked to have his worked used for our 
event. And, like most of our early artists, there was no fee to 
use his work. My original plan was to have him paint a bucking 

“This is the third time that we will have a Bama painting as a 
Reno Rodeo poster,” says John Solari, president of the 1998 
Reno Rodeo. Bama, a native of New York City who moved to 
Wapiti, Wyoming, in 1968, is renowned for both his realism and 
his ability to create sympathetic portrayals of his subjects. His 
work has been featured in major exhibitions throughout the 
West and has traveled back East to two one-man exhibitions 
in his home town.  The arts seem to have a strong hold in 
the Bama household. Bama’s wife, Lynne, writes on the 
environment, and his son, Ben, recently began work as an artist 
himself. A former commercial artist, Bama also has done work 
based upon his travels around the world. 

excerpt from RGJ

continued on next page
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horse image; since that was the event we featured on our 
rodeo logo. But, after looking at his portfolio, I saw he had 
already painted “Two Socks Unwound,” the image on the 1999 
art print. It was exactly what I had in mind. 

So why did I decide to make it a different size than the 
previous prints? The main reason is the artwork didn’t fit the 
larger format. In addition, we had been producing limited 
edition prints since 1982, and all but one of them was 22” x 
28”. Many of the collectors were local businesses that proudly 
displayed the art in the establishments. Wall space was 
becoming a premium in those locations, so I felt that making 
the print a different size would allow a little more flexibility in 
how they were displayed.

Mark Kohler came out to the 1999 rodeo to receive his Artist 
of the Year buckle and had such a good time here that he 
stayed an extra day. 

Recollections of Bill Price, 1999 Reno Rodeo President

Carol Fiechtl-Steiger
Limited Edition Art Prints Chair

Message From Bill Summy

Well, I’m not officially a Past President, but I will become one 
(I hope) August 1st. Anyway, I just wanted to say thank you all 
for the great job you did to make the 99th Reno Rodeo a great 
success. Wow, talk about fast and furious, it went by really 
quickly. 

For the past month I have been trying to pull together all the 
loose ends to make sure I have had the most exciting ride one 
could ever have in his life time. It has been a dream come true. 

I hope everyone enjoyed the after Rodeo BBQ. Thanks JP for 
the great food and great venue. Talk about excitement, who 
would have thought there would have been such a down pour 
that would end up flooding the picnic area. Still it turned out 
ok, no one got hurt, and it was a great way to end the party. I 
noticed that most of you all just moved the party inside.

Only thing left for me to do is put together the Awards 
Banquet that will be Saturday Night the 18th of August at the 
GSR. Invitations will be going out soon.  So, remember, we 
rodeo for the kids. “It’s A Tradition”.

Bill Summy
President 2018

CALLING ALL ROUGHRIDERS FOR THE NEVADA DAY PARADE!!!

Do you love a parade?  Reno Rodeo? Nevada? Well, if you own 
or have access to a horse, now’s your opportunity to literally 
ride for the brand—the Reno Rodeo Association 100-year 
anniversary brand!! Therefore, the Reno Rodeo Association 
is looking to have 100 horseback riders for the Nevada Day 
Parade

This year’s Nevada Day Parade is Saturday, October 27th, which 
kicks off Nevada’s Heritage Celebration. The Reno Rodeo, 
celebrating its 100th anniversary in June 2019, would like to 
show our Rodeo and State pride by having an extra special 
presence at this year’s Nevada Day parade. The parade route 

is about three 
miles long, 
lined with 
approximately 
20 thousand 
spectators:   
Certainly the 
largest parade 
in Nevada. 

To participate 
in the parade as a Reno Rodeo Roughrider, you must be a 
Reno Rodeo Association member or wrangler and have a 
signed waiver on file with the Rodeo office – NO EXCEPTIONS!  

The Roughrider dress code is a solid red, white, or blue long 
sleeve, Reno Rodeo logoed shirt, cowboy (cowgirl) hats, 
cowboy boots, and Wrangler Jeans. 

Also, we will be recruiting non-riders for assistance during the 
parade as well. Jobs to include pooper scoopers, parade route 
walkers to handout Rodeo swag, and general assistance for this 
event. 

If you are interested in riding your horse in the parade or have 
any questions, please contact Steve Edgar at 315-0894, or 
Jenny Lesieutre at 202-412-5784. 

We will hold a strategy meeting in early August and get more 
information out to you regarding time, parking, staginging 
location, parade entry number, etc. Details regarding time, 
entry spot number, parking, and meeting/staging areas will be 
provided as soon as that information becomes available.  

Let’s show Nevada that Reno Rodeo is part of its past, its 
present, and its future!. To para-phrase Mike Torvinen, 2019 
Rodeo President, “this will be a big damn deal”.

Steve Edgar

 HISTORY–RENO RODEO LIMITED EDITION ART PRINTS
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The End of the 2018 Reno Rodeo Year Barbeque Picnic

At 125 years old, he knew it was going to take some work to 
bring it back to its former glory. 

Over the course of 3 months, Grant 
stripped all of the paint, patched 
some wood, tore out some of the 
rotten wood, replaced a few boards, 
and cleaned up all of the rusted 
metal. His son Eric also got in on the 
action, doing some ornate metal 
work throughout the wagon.

Grant’s wagon was made by the 
Emerson Brantingham Implement 
Company out of Kansas City, MO. 
“It’s the real deal,” says Grant, with all 
of the necessities to have a kitchen 
on wheels. The back folds down as a 
preparation and serving table, with 
drawers and cubbies to hold all the 
gear necessary to make meals 

Museum Piece continued from page 9
for hungry cowboys and cowgirls out on the trail.

Looking towards the 100th 
Reno Rodeo, Grant hopes to 
have it on display at the Reno-
Tahoe International airport to 
greet visitors and let them know 
about the upcoming big event. 
The chuck wagon has also been 
featured for two years at the 
National Automobile Museum to 
help promote the Reno Rodeo.

The next time any of you venture 
down to the Friday Food Trucks 
at Idlewild Park this summer, 
remember that Grant Dalen has 
the predecessor to them all, an 
original food truck—a chuck 
wagon.

Shirley And Grant Dalen Putting The Final Touches On This Year's 
Exhibit At The National Automovile Museum

photo credit Lynne Liebelt
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Just another collection 
of Reno Rodeo Association 
memories to tuck away and bring 
out during the cold days of winter.

The end of the year barbecue was, 
as always, a time to visit, reminisce, 
and enjoy good food with good 
friends.

PJ Pinocchio always puts on an 
amazing spread, and this year was 
no exception. The weather was fine, 
not too hot or windy...

until later when our Eastern Sierra 
skies opened up and produced a 
deluge. 

Even so, I can state with confidence 
that an excellent, very good time 
was had by all!

The Aftermath

photo credits following - Bill Summy

photo credits during - Fred Cornelius
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2018 RENO RODEO PARADE

JUDGING RESULTS

UNIFORMED SENIOR MOUNTED GROUP
1st Visalia Rockettes

UNIFORMED JUNIOR MOUNTED GROUP
1st California Rangers Eagle Troop
2nd Blue Shadows Mounted Drill Team
3rd The Pistol Annies

OUT-OF-STATE POSSE
1st Merced County Sheriff’s Posse

MOUNTED CLUB GROUP
1st The California Cowgirls
2nd First Nevada Cavalry
3rd Valley Amigos

JUNIOR WORKING COWBOY
1st Noah Boutcher 

PARADE HORSE 
1st Perez Dancing Horses
2nd Suzanne Johnson

PINTO MOUNTED 
1st Izze Miller – Miss Nevada High  
 School Rodeo Queen

NEVADA BAND
1st eNVision Drumline
2nd Mcqueen High School Band

OUT-OF-STATE BAND
1st      Sacramento Youth Band

NATIVE AMERICAN GROUP
1st     Sierra Nevada Media Group

SWEEPSTAKES/OVERALL PARADE WINNER – Reno Rodeo Cattle Drive
COMMERCIAL ENTRY

1st     Food Maxx
2nd    Southwest Airlines
3rd     Bonanza Casino

NOVELTY ENTRY
1st     Reno Sparks Pet Therapy & Service Group
2nd    California Rodeo Salinas
3rd     Fernley Rodeo Association

RENO RODEO COMMITTEE 
1st     Reno Rodeo Cattle Drive 
2nd    Arena Committee 
 Andy Andressen
3rd    Businessman’s Steer Decorating   
 Committee

 BITS AND SPURS

Welcome to the 100th year of Reno Rodeo. 

Before we head that direction, there are a few thing to share 
with you about the 99th year. 

In case you didn’t know, here are the 2018 Reno Rodeo 
Champions:  
Bareback Riding: Tim O’Connell – Zwingle, Iowa; 251 pts; $5,451 
Steer Wrestling: Hunter Cure – Holliday, Texas; 13.60 sec; $6,087 
Team Roping: Aaron Tsinigine – Tuba City, Arizona, and Trey 
Yates – Pueblo, Colorado; 18.1sec; $6,765 (each) 
Saddle Bronc Riding: Cody DeMoss – Heflin, Luisiana;  
252 pts; $5,170 
Tie-Down Roping: Tyson Durfey – Weatherford, Texas; 25.5 sec; 
$6,367 
WPRA Barrel Racing: Nellie Miller – Cottonwood, California; 
51.74 sec; $5,034 
Bull Riding: Jeff Askey –  Athens, Texas; 175 pts; $5,962 
All-around: Jordan Ketscher – Squaw Valley, California; $2,491 in 
team roping (heeler) and tie-down.

Also, on June 24th, in conjunction with the Reno Tahoe Airport 
Authority, a delegation of Reno Rodeo members, and our very 
own Miss Reno Rodeo, Jennifer Fisk took some time out to 

welcome arriving passengers to 
join us at the "Wildest, Richest 
Rodeo in the West."

Even the City of Reno police 
department got involved in the 
fun at Kid’s Day. Officers Blount 
and Kaiser show off their 
roping skills at this year’s event.  

In closing we were saddened to 
hear of the passing of George 
Twaddle. He was a long-time 
member of the Reno Rodeo 
Association. George passed 
away on June 27, 2018. He was 
87 years old. Our condolences 
go out to his family.

Bill Price

photo credits Fred Cornelius
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AUGUST s 2018

SEPTEMBER s 2018

October Bullsheet stories due

Office closed

Tour Finals 
Puyallup, WA

Tour Finals 
Puyallup, WA

St.Tite Rodeo 
Quebec, CAN

St.Tite Rodeo 
Quebec, CAN

St.Tite Rodeo 
Quebec, CAN

St.Tite Rodeo 
Quebec, CAN

Tour Finals 
Puyallup, WA

Board of Directors 
Pinocchio's Reno 
5:30

Tentative Board 
Meeting 
Tamarack Junction • 6pm

Reno Rodeo Office 
4:30 pm • Finance Com 
5:30 pm • Executive Bd

Reno Rodeo Office 
4:30 pm • Finance Com 
5:30 pm • Executive Bd

Membership Dinner 
5:30 pm • TBD

Reno Rodeo Office 
4:30 pm • Finance Com 
5:30 pm • Executive Bd

Reno Rodeo Office 
4:30 pm • Finance Com 
5:30 pm • Executive Bd

Awards Banquet 
GSR • Reno Ballroom 
5 pm

September Bullsheet stories due

SWEEPSTAKES/OVERALL PARADE WINNER – Reno Rodeo Cattle Drive

 BITS AND SPURS



RENO RODEO ASS'N
P.O. Box 12335 
Reno, NV 89510 
(775) 329  -3877 X102 
www.renorodeo.com 
office open 8 -5 Mon -Fri 
Closed September 3rd 
 
RSVP for Luncheons or 
Dinners at:  
(775) 329- 3877 x224 
RSVP@renorodeo.com

Don’t forget to download the Reno Rodeo App!
Visit your respective app store and search for 

Reno Rodeo. Download the free app. 
When you open the app for the first time you will be 

prompted to receive ‘push notifications’ please accept. 
These notifications will keep you up to date with rodeo 

news throughout the year. Thank you!
Please send comments to greg@gmaagroup.com  

We can make updates as necessary.

Fo
ll

o
w

 u
s 

o
n

 s
o

ci
Al

 m
eD

iA

Silver State
Wire &
Cable, Inc.
All your wire
and cable needs
Specializing in 
• Mil-spec wire
• Heat shrink tubing & boots
• Custom Cables

50 East Greg, Suite 113
Sparks, Nevada 89431

775-356-8969
Josh Lee

Always on the best horsepower.
– Silver State Wire & Cable owner Howard Weiss on a 1947 Harley, Guantanimo Naval Base, 1947.


