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Reno Rodeo100 Years, 100 Stories Program August 26
As most of you already know the
2019 Reno Rodeo will be the 100th
anniversary of Nevada’s Carnival of
the Range, the first rodeo held in
1919. Over the next two years we
will be presenting nine to ten events
leading up to that celebration.
The project, 100 Years, 100 Stories,
is a series of multi-media events
including audio, video, historical
photos and live performances which
will be available for our historical
archives, and later for sale to the
public.

when it is completed.
We have partnered with the City of Reno Arts
& Cultural Commission, the Nevada Historical
Society, and the Reno Rodeo Foundation
to make this project possible, and we are
continually looking for additional funding.
Don’t miss this event. We are certain you will
be entertained.
Tickets online and at the Reno Rodeo office.
Alicia at 775-329-3877, x103

The first event was held at the
Governor’s Mansion on May 13th
and was a resounding success. The
audience was treated with vintage
images of bygone days, along with
nostalgic memories told by some of
our long-time members of the Reno
Rodeo Association.
Our next event will be held on
August 26, 2017, in the Reno Rodeo
arena. It will include a dinner
prepared by the past president’s
cooking team, along with a hosted
wine and beer bar. Cocktails start at
6 pm, with dinner at 6:45, and the
presentations beginning at dusk
(roughly 7:45). The cost is $55 per
person, $100 per couple, or $400 for
a table of 8.
Jessi LeMay, the photographer
and filmmaker for 100 Stories, has
already spent countless hours
interviewing, photographing, and
filming members of our association.
By the time the project is completed,
she will have captured a true history
of the Reno Rodeo which will be
featured in the Reno Rodeo Museum

THE SEMANTICS OF BEING “SOLD OUT”
Each night of rodeo, the ticket committee and MAP committee are
in close contact on ticket sale status. If the tickets aren’t selling, we
may quickly offer a pre-planned special. When they are selling like
hot cakes, we may push alternative activities for those who couldn’t
get a ticket, or focus on parking alternatives.
For nine of the ten nights, our MAPS committee heard “sold out” and
so we went with that for our July Bullsheet cover. But there were
seats still empty. These seats are called “limited view” for obvious
reasons. We consider the performance sold out, if we only have
those limited view seats available. So, when the finally tally came
in, it seems as those we may have sold a few less of those seats than
last year.One way or another, it was a fantastic effort on everyone’s
part! Sorry for any confusion and we certainly don’t want to post
“fake news!”

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hi Everybody,
Well, being my first letter to
you all as President of Reno
Rodeo Association, I guess
it better be a good one.
First off, let's Tip Our Hats
to the 2017 President, Brad
Sidener, for a fantastic job
well done. Everywhere you
looked there were people
with smiles on their faces
enjoying themselves, be it in
the Food Court, Carnival, or in the stands watching the rodeo.

We sold out nine of the ten nights, Yep that’s right, sold out.
All the excitement started as soon as our announcer Bob
Tallman said “Here We Go” as all the Flag girls entered the
Rodeo Arena.
Again, I want to thank all you Wranglers, Members, Directors,
Past Presidents, Member Emeritus and Director Emeritus for
all your hard work because without each and every one of you
we could not have made this the Wildest, Richest Rodeo in the
West. I am so excited to be selected as your leader for the 2018
Reno Rodeo to be held June 14-23, 2018. Let’s all get ready
to work together as a team and make the 99th Reno Rodeo a
great success. “IT’S A TRADITION!"

Bill Summy
2018 President
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COUNTDOWN TO 100
The Reno Rodeo meant the world to Ray Peterson and Ray
Peterson meant the world to the Reno Rodeo.
Peterson, a longtime supporter of the event, took over as
president the Reno Rodeo and Livestock Association
in 1950 and held the position for twelve years. Those
years just happened to be when the rodeo was the
city’s greatest celebration, bringing thousands of
visitors and the world’s top cowboys to town, for the
Fourth of July festivities.
“He was a wonderful, wonderful man,” said his friend
Harry Parker, himself a longtime supporter and owner
of Parker’s Western Wear in downtown Reno. “The
rodeo wouldn’t be where it is today if it wasn’t for him.”
Peterson was born in San Francisco in 1896 and, as
a child, accompanied his father to Nevada to work
mining claims near Walker Lake. In 1917, he moved
to Reno and worked as a farmhand for the University
of Nevada. He delivered newspapers to supplement
his income. In the late 1920’s he started a long career in the
lumber, first working for Jesse Smith Lumber Company, then
founding his own company a few years later.

All the while, he was involved with the Reno Rodeo.
An avid horseman, he rode in every Reno Rodeo parade until his
death in 1979. He was inducted into the Nevada Horseman’s Hall
of Fame in 1990.
His sons, Bob and Ray, Jr., grew up on
the rodeo grounds and shared in their
father’s love for the Reno Rodeo.
Bob Peterson served as president of the
Reno Rodeo Association in 1971, carrying
on the family legacy.
In addition to his lifelong support of
the rodeo, Ray Peterson also served on
the Reno City Council and the Washoe
County Commission.
“He was just a real community leader,”
said Reno’s Link Piazzo, who served as
a rodeo director when Peterson was
association president. “He was one of the most wonderful
people I ever knew.”
The stories for the Count Down to 100 are excerpts from
A History – The First 80 Years, by Guy Clifton.

GENERAL MANAGER’S MESSAGE
Some of you may be
wondering what Shannon
and I do after the end of our
rodeo. It isn’t sitting on the
beach in Mexico for 2 weeks
(even though she wouldn’t
mind it). It is visiting with
other rodeo committees
at their rodeos. You would
think we are sick of rodeo by
this time of year, but we love
this job!! Plus, visiting other
rodeos gives us a chance
to reconnect with our friends & family in the world of rodeo.
It also gives us a chance to investigate how other rodeos are
succeeding or maybe even failing. We are always looking for
ways to improve our Reno Rodeo and as the saying goes….
imitation is the greatest form of flattery. Not only does visiting
other rodeos and networking with the committees help us, it
also helps them as well. By studying others, we can all share
what works and what doesn’t work. That is another reason
Reno Rodeo holds a seat on the ARC- Association of Rodeo
Committees. We are constantly striving to better cement our
position in the PRCA and its status among other sporting
events!
When we visit a rodeo away from home, we all (any executive
committee members & directors that may be attending)

critique from the get go. How well do other committees help
with hotels, transfers & tickets? Do they have blocks of rooms
that are in a host hotel that may be easier to book? Do they
have any type of courtesy transportation to shuttle people
from hotels and around the grounds? What types of badging
or tickets do they use? How do they choose who receives
which? How are the tickets handled or scanned?? What
systems do they use for ticket sales, 50/50 tickets and any
after show tickets? What procedures do they have in place
for security & emergencies? Are they hosting any hospitality
areas for contestants or special guests? If so, how is it supplied
and what exactly is provided? How are the entry gates set
to handle the in/out and what kind of flow do they have?
Are there money machines readily available? What kind of
museum or historical media/markers do they have in place
that may give us ideas for our history and future? (etc., etc.,
etc..)
These are just some of the many questionable issues that are
shared amongst us all whenever we visit or have visitors; no
matter how big or small, we can all learn from each other!!
August and September are very busy and an exciting time. We
have new leadership taking offices, the staff is rushing to get
the books closed on 2017, and it's budget time for 2018. Stop
by and say “Hi” and I will see you at Brad’s Award Banquet on
August 19th.

George Combs
General Manager

LETTER FROM THE QUEEN
The pageant came and went in what felt like minutes and the
next day I woke up, ready for workday, as the newly crowned
Miss Reno Rodeo 2018. Words could not describe the emotions
I felt and the appreciation I have for this opportunity to serve as
an ambassador for the Reno Rodeo and our Biggest Little City.
After watching the incredible year that Miss Reno Rodeo 2017,
Alex Rayppy, experienced, I was excited to be following in her
footsteps. She took me under her wing and showed me the all
the ropes over the next two weeks as the rodeo came and wentfrom kids day to the special kids rodeo, the Extreme Mustang
Makeover and the parade, to the BFI, and cattle drive (my
favorite part).
Alex and I headed out to camp on the last night of the cattle
drive and woke up bright and early the next morning to the
sound of the cowbell and smell of fresh air. As we saddled up
and rode into town, I was able to get to know a handful of the
people that I would be spending the next year working with.
The parade leading into town really showcased the excitement
and support our community gives to the Reno Rodeo. It was
something that I could not be more excited to be a part of.

My first trip as Miss Reno
Rodeo was to the Silver
State international Rodeo in
Winnemucca, Nevada, where
I watched and participated in
their SSIR queen competition.
I rode Snoopy, The Wonder
Paint, in the grand entry, and
made a little road detour on
the way home due to the
fires- a funny story I’ll save
for another time. In just a
few days I am headed off
to Salinas, California, for their rodeo. I am excited to attend
this rodeo for my first time and enjoy a fun weekend with our
officers and queen committee. It has been a fun-filled month so
far, and I am looking forward to getting to know all of you more
as the year progresses!

Jenn Fisk
Miss Reno Rodeo 2018
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FOUNDATION NEWS
Cattle Drive Kick-off
Fundraising Dinner Record
Success
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Thanks to the generosity of
Lewin and Rufus Williams
their sponsored 2017
Cattle Kick-off dinner,
held on June 10, raised
a record $14,425 for the
Reno Rodeo Foundation.
Special thanks to Jeannie
Fowlston’s beautiful
handmade quilt that created
lively participation during its auction. The final bid price of
$2,200 was made
by the Reno Rodeo
Association – thank
you!

Roping the Rabbit on
the 2017 Cattle Drive
Randy Bell
challenged the
Reno Rodeo Association Highest Auction
participants of the
Bidder for Jeannie Fowlston’s Beautiful
2017 Cattle Drive
Handmade Quilt
photo credit Mari Clark
to support the
Reno Rodeo Foundation by contributing donations if he was
able to rope a rabbit during the drive. On the last day Randy
accomplished his quest, with witnesses. Randy raised $2,005.
Special thanks to
Julie Rauchle who
purchased the
infamous rope that
proudly hangs in
her Arizona ranch
home. Please note
the rabbit was not
harmed during
Randy Bell & Julie Rauchle, Highest Bidder for
Randy’s successful
the Famous Rabbit Rope
adventure.
photo credit Mari Clark

Artown Event Highlights Two Reno Rodeo Storytellers and
Reno Rodeo Foundation Receives Donated Books
By invitation of Nettie Oliverio, representing the City of Reno
Arts & Culture Commission, Brad Sidener and Cliff Wells
shared their stories to help promote the Reno Rodeo 100
Years,100 Stories story project during an Artown event at
Bartley Ranch. The event also commemorated the donation
of artwork commissioned by the Thornton family in 1939 to
Bartley Ranch. Bill Thornton donated forty books written
by Holly Walton-Buchanan titled “Land of the Buckaroo:
Historic Ranches of Western Nevada” to be used as a Reno

Rodeo Foundation
fundraiser. Thank you
Bill Thornton for your
generous donation.
The Reno Rodeo
100 Story project
is a partnership
between the Reno
Rodeo Association
and the Reno Rodeo
Bill Thornton & Clint Wells UNR Ski Team teamFoundation with
mates reunite during Artown Event and Reno
funding, in part,
Rodeo 100 Years,100 Stories Project
by the City of Reno
photo credit Clara Andriola
Arts and Culture
Commission. Reminder: 100 Years,100 Stories event on August
26 at the Reno Rodeo arena. Tickets are available at the Reno
Rodeo office or online at www.RenoRodeoFoundation.org
or visit www.facebook.com/renorodeo100/.

2017 Golf Tournament Sold Out and Enjoyed By All
The June 3 Golf Tournament was sold out again this year.
Everyone had a great time and we appreciate this year’s event
sponsor - Manpower - for their generous support. Thanks
to the Reno Rodeo Association Golf Tournament Chairs, Jim
Carpenter and Phil Salerno, the Golf Tournament Committee
Members, 2017 Reno Rodeo Queen Alex Rayppy, 2018 Reno
Rodeo Queen Contestants, Reno Rodeo Flag Girls, Auctioneer
Jim Minor, Photographer Fred Cornelius, and Raffle Cart
Extraordinaire Eva Werschky, all of whom worked tireless to put
on a wonderful event. Save the Date June 2, 2018.

Clara Andriola
Executive Director

WE ARE THE RENO RODEO
Josh and Lauren Zion initially met when one of Josh’s high
school friends dared him to stop and talk with Lauren at an
arcade located in South Lake Tahoe. “He claimed that I didn’t
have enough courage to speak with her. After I hesitantly
walked past her a couple of times, I finally got the courage
to stop and say, "Hi,” Zion confided. Once Josh met Lauren it
didn’t take him long to decide that she was the one for him.
“I went out and bought one of the smallest diamonds you
could find and proposed to her when I was a Senior in high
school. We ended up getting married just five months after
I graduated,” Josh explained further. Now after 17 years of
marriage, the couple is just getting started!
The Zions moved from the Tahoe area
to Reno in November of 2000. Lauren
was working on her undergrad studies
at UNR, while Josh worked in sales, as
well as bartending, and serving in local
restaurants. Lauren graduated from
UNR in 2004 and decided to pursue a
Doctor of Pharmacy degree at Creighton
University located in Omaha Nebraska.
“They had a program that allowed me
to stay in Reno and study online. I would
travel to Omaha during the summers to
do lab work,” noted Lauren.
Lauren now works for Renown as a
Research Pharmacist. In this capacity she studies information
on new drugs and documents details that help doctors, nurses
and technicians understand the most effective ways to use
the medications. Josh has also been busy with his career as
a Realtor with Dickson Real Estate. In addition to their busy
careers, they also have three children, Luke who is fourteen,
Emma is ten, and Violet is five.

Josh was the first one to get
active with the Reno Rodeo
when his friend Gary Derks
drafted him in 2012. “Gary
made it very easy for me,
filling out the paperwork
and getting me started
in the right committees,”
Josh explained. He served
two years as a Wrangler
and is now an active
Member serving on several
committees
including Parade, Drill Team, Exhibit Hall, and
Emergency Management. In recent years he has also
supported the Medical, Reading Round-Up, and RRT
Committees. “Working with the Reading Round-Up
Committee has been very special. When you hand
a child the first book they have ever owned, and
they tell you that you’re their favorite, it can be very
emotional,” Josh explained.
Lauren is beginning her second year as a Wrangler.
She spends a lot of time writing in her occupation
at Renown, so she was anxious to use some of that
skill in a more creative manner on the Magazine
Committee. She hopes to get more involved as a
Wrangler and Member in future years as she gets a
little more time away from her job.
Both Josh and Lauren love the fact that the Reno Rodeo
touches the community. “Kids lives change as a result of the
rodeo. The Reading Round-Up is a good example of how it can
change someone’s life,” Josh explained.

Mark Sutton

THE CONTINUING SAGA OF PAST POSTERS
In 2015 President Larry Stacey, collaborated with Ash Crash
Copper to capture the pickup men as they work to corral a wild
bronco as the focus.
In Larry’s words, “Our first thought was to make the poster
about family. That became a hard subject to find the right mix
for. I then decided on “The Pickup Men” for my print, I wanted
Jeff Shearer and Bobby Marriott for the pickup men because I
have known them a few years. Ash liked that idea and went to
work looking through photos».
Larry tells us, “I picked Ash Copper to be my artist as I had come
to know him while traveling with the Reno Rodeo, and from
Ash being the Reno Rodeo barrel clown. We met at the Austin,
Texas Rodeo where he showed me a picture of the print. It was
just what I wanted and so I asked him to send it to me so we
could have the print done. Three weeks later it showed up at
the office”.

Crash is not only a gifted artist but lives the rodeo lifestyle
as a clown and rancher! He has been a clown for the Reno
Rodeo on three different occasions, giving him the personal
experience to bring out the way of the Reno Rodeo. A selftaught artist, Crash spends most of the year working rodeos all
over the U.S. and Canada. The remaining days he spends on his
ranch in Saskatchewan, Canada.
To purchase your own piece of history or just have fun
reminiscing about our rich history that the Reno Rodeo
offers. Go on line to the Reno Rodeo Shop at https://shop.
renorodeo.com/collections/prev-posters to scroll
through all the past prints! Don’t hesitate too long to make
your purchase, as some of the past years are gone or almost
gone!
You can also call Carol Fiechtl-Steiger at 775-560-6567 or
Joanne Mathieu at 775-624-6633.
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COWBOY TRUCK SHOW AT THE BONAZA CASINO
Big trucks, little trucks, new trucks, old trucks – trucks were the
name of the game at this year’s Reno Rodeo Cowboy Truck
Show held at The Bonanza Casino.
In case you missed it, some of you might have been playing
“best ball” from the back tees, the 5th running of the Truck
Show gained a little more traction this year, due to a new
partnership with the Bonanza. The casino and its management
team rolled out the black top to welcome the show.
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We’re looking forward to next year’s event with the Bonanza
Casino with hopes of getting 150 trucks. So spread the word
and please check the App and the website for updates and
additional information.

Bonanza
Winner

Our President-elect Bill Summy and our queen candidates
showed up in force assisting in congratulating the winners of
each category. Plus a special thanks to the Chuck Wagon team
for their efforts in showcasing the hitch at the event. Heck
maybe next year they should enter the food truck category.
While the truck show is not an actual Reno Rodeo event, it
has been sanctioned by the executive committee to continue
under the direction of Greg Mason and Ron Bedera. This year
over 60 trucks entered, including a big-rig. All-in-all the show
was a success and we feel the Bonanza and their team deserve
a very special thank you for hosting and promoting the event
to the extent that they did with television, outdoor, print and
social media, and a $500 donation to the Special Kids Rodeo!

Best
Hick Chick

Monthly Luncheons
Due to the issues regarding “no-shows” and no RSVP’s for the
monthly luncheons (or dinners) the Board of Directors has
decided to set the following rules for the June dinner:
If you do not RSVP, but show up, you will be charged
$40, as well as having to wait for available seating.
If you do RSVP, do not call to cancel, and do not show
up, you will be invoiced for $40.
If you do need to cancel, please call and let us know.
Guest price is $40 for each event.
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2018 Reno Rodeo tickets are available NOW in the following ways:
In person (no fees) - Lawlor Events Center 10am -5pm Monday through Friday
Online - (service fees apply) via http://www.mynevadatickets.com/
Telephone - (service fees apply) via TicketsWest - 1 -(800) 325 - SEAT (7328)
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Visit your respective app store and search for
Reno Rodeo. Download the free app.

When you open the app for the first time you will be
prompted to receive ‘push notifications’ please accept.
These notifications will keep you up to date with rodeo
news throughout the year. Thank you!
Please send comments to greg@gmaagroup.com
We can make updates as necessary.

Follow us on sociAl meDiA

Don’t forget to download the Reno Rodeo App!

RENO RODEO ASS'N
P.O. BOX 12335
RENO, NV 89510

(775) 329  -3877 X102

WWW.RENORODEO.COM
OFFICE OPEN 8 -5 MON -FRI
RSVP FOR LUNCHEONS
DINNERS VIA PHONE AT:

(775) 329- 3877 X 224

Always on the best horsepower. Silver State
– Silver State Wire & Cable owner Howard Weiss on a 1947 Harley, Guantanimo Naval Base, 1947.

Wire &
Cable, Inc.
All your wire
and cable needs

Specializing in
• Mil-spec wire
• Heat shrink tubing & boots
• Custom Cables
50 East Greg, Suite 113
Sparks, Nevada 89431

775-356-8969
Josh Lee

