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Another Tremendously Successful Year

2017 Reno Rodeo Breaks All Ticket Sales Records
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9 OUT OF 10 NIGHTS SOLD OUT!

Photo Credit Fred Cornelius

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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The 2017 Reno Rodeo has
concluded; and what a
rodeo it was. By now, I’m
sure you are all aware that
we sold out the nine rodeo
performances and we were
just 530 tickets short of
a sellout for our Extreme
Bulls night. We had close
to 100,000 people come
through our gates to witness
firsthand the Wildest Richest
Rodeo in the West. If you
recall my last Bull Sheet article, I spoke of the collaboration
and teamwork that was coming together as we prepared to
launch the 98th Reno Rodeo. Well there you have it. We, every
Wrangler, Member, Director, Past-President, and Emeritus
Member that participated this year provided countless hours
of blood, sweat and tears to produce an extremely successful
event. And the community responded and embraced it. I can’t
tell you how proud I am.

grounds and engaged with most that I could, there was this
sense of pride – a feeling of accomplishment. I didn’t hear
the fatigued stories of “I’m so tired – will it ever end” instead
I heard the excitement in statements such as “I can’t believe
this rodeo has gone by so fast”. To which I replied, “Let’s wind
it back up and do ten more days”. It all came together folks;
the culmination of our hard work was indeed the sellouts.
However, it is very apparent that we kept the legacy alive and
we accomplished that all the while having a blast.
To each and every one of you, please accept my heartfelt
gratitude!!!
I hope to see you all at the After Rodeo Appreciation BBQ out
at Pinocchio’s in Sparks on July 9th and the 2017 Reno Rodeo
Awards Banquet at the GSR on August 19th.
All the best,

Brad Sidener
2017 President

The Reno Rodeo Reading Roundup had another successful
year of bringing our 3 R’s to almost 1700 bright and eager
first graders. I’m proud of the Cattle Drive Committee for how
they modified logistics on the fly as they awoke day two to
everybody rain soaked and snow on their tents. The parade
and drill team competitions came off without a hitch. The
Dustin Lynch – Lo Cash concert kicked off the rodeo with a
successful high energy event. The changes, additions and
restructuring of the indoor arena day events were nearly
flawless. It was all a screaming success – thank you!!
What touched me most was not only how the community
embraced this event, but how each and every one of you
embraced your duties of volunteering. As I walked the
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GENERAL MANAGER’S MESSAGE
What is 358 days from now??
Trick question, I know;
obviously, it's next year’s
rodeo!! I hope every one of
you enjoyed the 2017 Reno
Rodeo. And guess what?
The next year and the one
after and the one after…
they are only going to get
better. We keep striving to
improve and move forward
with ideas that will enhance
the experience for our fans
as well as making their viewing and shopping easier and more
fun. If you didn’t notice, our new software system for the
purchase of 50/50 raffle tickets, made a very nice difference
in the buying and selling of these tickets. Credit card use and
instant total tallies, plus video screen shots, have increased the
sale for most nights to reach well over a $1000 to the winner,
with one person winning over $2500! We are up over 50%
in total nights sales from last year. Meaning, of course, more
money to the winners, but more importantly more money
donated back to our community. The following groups were
the big winners: Nevada Military Alliance, Washoe County 4-H
and Rodeo clubs, UNR Rodeo team, Man Up Crusade/CAAW
locally, Mom’s on the Run, and Awaken.
In fact, it seems totals are up across the board. We increased
the number of entries in our parade down Virginia Street in
Midtown. There were more wagons, fire trucks, floats, bands,
and horses! Did you all see that giant potato? And what about
that super cute kiddie train conducted by none other than
Andy Andresen. Included among the horses were twelve

competition drill teams that were here to compete in our
award winning, highly prized rodeo drill team contest!
We sold out more than 80% of rodeo nights. You may or may
not have noticed that we have theme nights for the rodeo,
which we feel increases the fun for the fans. As always we had
Nevada Wolf pack night with our new head football coach Jay
Norvell participating in the parade on a hitch as Parade Grand
Marshall and riding on the stage coach in the arena. Many
students, cheerleaders and players were also in attendance
that night. Patriot night highlights the Military, Pink night
for cancer awareness, purple night for domestic violence
awareness, and Father’s day is Family day!
In the house this year, among the crowd, were 600 sheriffs
from around the country. The National Sheriffs' Association
convention was in town and we reached out to the group to
join us in the stands on Friday. The PRCA Sponsor Summit
was also being held at the time of our rodeo, with 40 National
PRCA sponsors visiting on Wednesday and Thursday nights.
Don’t forget, the RR will be hosting a volunteer BBQ on July 9th,
at Pinocchio’s Sparks, plus the awards banquet in August, and
another great 100 stories event, also in August. In no time at
all, we will be gearing up for next year starting with committee
reviews, volunteer staff evaluations, 2018 budget process
(starting in September), and an overall Reno Rodeo 2017
breakdown plus assessment. Please, committee chair heads,
directors, and members: turn in any receipts, suggestions
and evaluations as soon as possible so that we in turn can
complete our next steps in a timely, efficient fashion.
Thank you, thank you, thank you all...for your continued help,
attendance, and your support of RENO RODEO!!

George Combs
General Manager

Photo Credits Fred Cornelius
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FOUNDATION NEWS
Reno Rodeo Wish Distributes
$40,000
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This year the Reno Rodeo
Foundation partnered
with the Capurro Family
Foundation and distributed a
total of $40,000 to the Reno
Rodeo Wish program. Two
recipients were selected:
Emma Alden, nominated by
Renown Hospital, and Victor
Sciarrotta, nominated by
Saint Mary’s Hospital. Each
family received $20,000 to help enhance the quality of lives for
these two well deserving children with extraordinary needs.
Emma just turned 6 years old and has been in and out of the
hospital her entire life. She was recently diagnosed with a
Wilm’s tumor and just finished her last round of chemotherapy.
Victor is 5 years old and was diagnosed with cancer at age
4. He has undergone chemotherapy, stem cell transplants
and radiation. The funds will be used to help provide help in
providing quality in their lives.
Both families enjoyed attending Kids' Day, and Emma’s family
was able to participate in the Reno Rodeo parade. Special
thanks to Reno
Rodeo Team 355
Co-chairs Dan Bybee
and Bob Girolamo
who worked with
each family during
Kids' Day and at
the Reno Rodeo
performance,
giving them the VIP
experience.

Kids. Every child received an orange Reno Rodeo bandana.
Approximately
400 foster families
attended Kids' Day, and
enjoyed lunch with
their families with Reno
Rodeo Association
Team 355 volunteers
providing group tours
of the Reno Rodeo
grounds. Based on the
positive feedback we
received from all the
families, Reno Rodeo
Kids' Day 2018 is sure to be even bigger and better with lots of
enjoyment to share for all children throughout our community.
Special thanks to Reno Rodeo Foundation Board member
Sharon Smith and her husband, Rod Smith, who made sure
all the food was ordered, delivered and distributed to all the
families during lunch as well as the Reno Rodeo Team 355
volunteers who helped with lunch and led the group tours.

Hundreds of Foster Families Enjoy Attending the Reno Rodeo
Five hundred seventy-five foster families attended the Reno
Rodeo on June 18th. Every child received a cowboy hat, thanks
to the Reno Rodeo Foundation and Sippees. The Reno Rodeo

credit for photos of all events, Marilyn Newton

The families knew
they were nominated but were surprised during their doctors’
appointments with balloons and greetings from Reno Rodeo
Wish Chair Debby Herman; Reno Rodeo Foundation Trustees
Jeff Turnipseed and Laura Rader; Executive Director Clara
Andriola; Capurro Family Foundation Trustee Suzie Murphy;
Reno Rodeo Association 1st Vice President Bill Summy; and
hospital personnel. There wasn’t a dry eye in the room when
they learned they were selected as the 2017 Reno Rodeo Wish
recipients.

Foundation serves fourteen northern Nevada counties and
many foster families from rural Nevada attended the event.
It was amazing to see every child in Grandstand 2 wearing
their cowboy hat and their orange Reno Rodeo bandana while
enjoying a beautiful night at the Reno Rodeo. It was a great
day to celebrate family day at the Reno Rodeo, and to do our
part to promote our Western heritage by helping to "Keep the
Legacy Alive."

On June 18, 2017 representatives from Renown Medical Center
and Saint Mary’s, the Capurro Family Foundation, Reno Rodeo
Foundation, and the Reno Rodeo Association presented
$20,000 each to Emma and Victor.

Save the Date

Reno Rodeo Foundation Partners with Kids' Day
The partnership between the Reno Rodeo Foundation and the
Reno Rodeo Association Kids' Day Co-chairs, Violet Richards
and Jessica Sutton, provided an amazing day for over 1,500

Special thanks and recognition to Marilyn Newton for taking
pictures during all of the activities and events.

Friday, July 14 Reno Rodeo Blood Drive from 2:15pm-6pm at
Famous Dave’s

Saturday, July 29 Reno Rodeo Foster Family Back to School
Distribution Event from 9:30 am to noon

Clara Andriola
Executive Director

LETTER FROM THE QUEEN
It’s amazing how sometimes you don’t realize your
own strengths until you reminisce about your greatest
accomplishments. This year, I have been faced with many
challenges, but as the ten nights of Rodeo begin, I will embrace
every moment that I am given.
Entering the Reno Rodeo arena for the very first time as Miss
Reno Rodeo 2017 was everything I imagined it would be. As
I sat waiting to enter the arena, my heart began to race. Brad
Sidener, our 2017 Reno Rodeo president, must’ve seen the
excitement and nervousness on my face, as he held my hand
and told me how proud he was of me before entering the
arena. I knew deep down that this would be a moment I would
never forget.
As Bob Tallman called out my name, my horse and I galloped
into the arena with the crowd cheering endlessly. Everything I
have worked towards was recognized in that very moment. The
next few nights are going to be filled with excitement, fun, and
laughter. Getting the privilege to represent the Wildest, Richest
Rodeo in the West is something I will always cherish.
Many of you have asked me what I am going to miss most
about this year, and it still stumps me to this day. I simply don’t
think one memory can surpass another, because every memory
was special in its own way. I am honestly looking forward to
watching the queens following me embark on this incredible
journey.

Our new Miss Reno Rodeo
2018, Jennifer Fisk, is so
eager to be crowned on
the final night of the Reno
Rodeo. It feels like it was just
yesterday when I was in her
shoes—boots, actually. I am
excited to see her take the
reins as Miss Reno Rodeo
as she represents Reno in
the best way possible. I can
already envision her having
a spectacular year filled with
endless support from our amazing Rodeo family.
I want to thank each and every one of you who have taken
part in this journey with me, because you may not know how
much a smile, or a wave has impacted me. You all have been so
wonderful, and I am sure going to miss being your queen, but
deep down once a queen always a queen. I promise to stay in
touch and represent the Reno Rodeo in a positive way. I wish
everyone an amazing 2018 year. A few words I would like to
pass on to Jennifer Fisk and Bill Summy are to have fun, laugh
often, work hard, live freely, and best of all, be yourself.

THE BRANDING ROOM KEEPS GETTING BETTER

Alex Rayppy
Miss Reno Rodeo 2017

RENO RODEO QUEEN 2018

Jennifer Fisk, 2018 Miss
Reno Rodeo, and Alex
Rayppy, 2017 Miss Reno
Rodeo at this year's rodeo
on Father's Day.

Our 2018 Miss Reno
Rodeo, Jennifer Fisk,
at her coronation.
She's feeling a little overwhelmed, it looks like.
She recalls, "It took me a minute to realize that the
name they called out was mine, and all that hard
work paid off."

Photo Credits Ericka Smith

I have great sources, and know that she did work
very hard this year to prepare for the competition.
Welcome Jenn when you see her.
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NOM-COM NEWS
THANK YOU to each and
every one of you that was
a part of making this the
“Wildest, Richest Rodeo in
the West”. But special thanks
to…
Terry Donshick! Once
again Terry gave his time
at luncheons, the Wrangler
meeting, and other venues
to take photos for badges.
Flag girls too! Terry—Thanks
a million!
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Troy Gardner, we can’t do this without you! When we started
using the RIDE database, I had never heard of “variable data."
Still don’t know what it is, but I do know that without Troy’s
assistance (and the data), not one of us would have a badge!
Ben Shelton did a great job of keepin’ the lines moving on
badge pick-up day. Thanks Ben!
Ms. Kourtney Sidener helped with badge distribution on Work
Day.
Landon Mitchell made us laugh and kept us company!

that benefitted from that is grateful!
Reno Rodeo Association office staff: George, Denise, Melissa,
and Alicia, you are the best! Thanks for all you do!
And the biggest thanks of all goes to my fellow Nominating
Committee members. Without you, none of this would happen!
This is likely my last post as the chairman of the Nominating
Committee! It’s been really fun! Thanks to everyone!

2018 Nominating Committee
If you are interested in serving on the 2018 Nominating
Committee please send your Letter of Interest to manpower@

renorodeo.com.

Nominating Committee Members:
Sharon DeSimoni, Chairman:

Sharon.rodeo@gmail.com

Chelsea Sidener, Co-Chair:

cmsidener@hotmail.com

Michael Efstratis:		mikejr@tcnev.com
Paul Gordon:

gordo3205@sbcglobal.net

Craig Downie:

geinstall@aol.com

Stewart Friant:

swabarter@gmail.com

Gary Jackson:

gd.jackson2000@gmail.com

Sharon DeSimoni
Nom-Com Chairman

Team RRT— the events that you held increased the number of
Wranglers by more than 100. I am sure that each committee

WE ARE THE RENO RODEO
Like the Reno Rodeo
Association, the BullSheet
makes important strides
forward every month we
publish it. The reason for this
growing success hinges on
the efforts of many people.
Marjie Swiatek, Bill Price, and
Lynne Liebelt are just three of
the people that ensure each
month’s articles are timely,
accurate, and helpful to our
readers. Combine these
efforts with updates from our current President and George
Combs, our General Manager, and it is easy to see why the
BullSheet and its contents are so important to the Reno Rodeo
family.
Another important part of the monthly BullSheet is the “We
Are the Reno Rodeo” segment. An idea that originated at
one of the legendary MAP meetings, the initial intent was to
highlight people who work hard for the association, but may
not always be in the limelight. Most of all, we wanted to tell a
short story about a few of the talented people that make up
the Reno Rodeo Association. We feel that through this simple
but effective approach, we can all get to know one another on

a more personal and fun-filled basis.
This is where you as a Wrangler, Member, Director or Past
President come in. We would like to continue this series during
the 2018 rodeo year, but we need your input. We would like
to feature more of the unsung heroes of the Reno Rodeo. You
can help by simply sending names directly to Mark Sutton or
any of the other members of the MAP Committee. Along with
the name, take a minute to tell us why it’s important that we
feature this particular individual. Your support on this effort will
help to ensure that we get a complete cross-section of people
that the organization should get to know better.
So take a minute to consider who has impressed you in the last
year and send their name in today.

Mark Sutton

MONTHLY LUNCHEONS AND DINNERS
The following applies for the members' luncheons and dinners:
If you do not RSVP, but show up, you will be charged $40, as well
as having to wait for available seating. If you do RSVP, do not call
to cancel, and do not show up, you will be invoiced for $40.
If you do need to cancel, please call and let us know.
Guest price for these events is $40.
RSVP at (775-329-3877 x224) or renorodeo.com.

A Fun Time Was Had By All—Reno Rodeo

2017
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MY VERY FIRST RODEO
JOEY

Photo Credit Greg Mason

SCARLETTE

Photo Credit Jon Baily

Photo Credits Fred Cornelius

COUNTDOWN TO 100
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In 1949, a dispute arose between the professional cowboys
and the Reno Rodeo Association that nearly caused the
cancellation of the
final performance.
The cowboys
wanted to know
whether $4,000
donated by
four local clubs
was part of the
advertised prize
money of $8,100,
or in addition to
that prize money.
The dispute
delayed the start
of the finals 45
minutes, with the Cowboys climb the gates to avoid this bull, whose
Rodeo Association sole intent is to get rid of the rider on his back.
agreeing to add
$4,000 to the advertised amount. It was either that or risk
losing more than $20,000 in gate receipts for the final show,
according to angry Rodeo Association President Howard
Doyle, who vowed there would be no more professional
rodeos in Reno.

bareback, Clay Carr the calf roping and Stan Gomez the steer
wrestling. The Nevada saddle bronc champion was again Ed
Garaventa, who received #500 from the Holiday Casino, plus a
championship buckle from Newman’s Silver Shop, and a set of
spurs from Miller and Tietjen Bits and Spurs.
This was the year the Silver Spurs award debuted. Presented by
the Chamber of Commerce, the award went to the Hollywood
celebrity who helped keep western tradition alive. The first
recipients were the legendary John Wayne, and film director
John Ford, for their work in “She Wore A Yellow Ribbon.”
Despite the threats of the association president, The Reno
Rodeo was not finished. In fact, it was just getting started.
The stories for the Count Down to 100 are excerpts from
A History – The First 80 Years,
by Guy Clifton.

Gerald Roberts repeated as the all-around champion, also
taking top honors in bull riding. Wilbur Plaugher,
the famed rodeo clown, showed his skill as a competitor
as well, winning the saddle bronc title. Buck Wyatt won the
2017 Reno Rodeo picture credits Fred Cornelius

TWO AEDS (AUTOMATED EXTERNAL DEFIBRILLATORS) DONATED BY NEVADA PROJECT HEARTBEAT
In partnership with the Reno Rodeo Medical Committee,
Nevada Project Heartbeat donated two Automated
External Defibrillators (AEDs) in an effort to help provide
the highest level of care for rodeo athletes, attendees,
and volunteers. Each year more than 200,000 people die
of sudden cardiac arrest. Making AEDs widely available
reduces the time to initial emergency care, giving victims
of SCA a fighting chance at survival. “Ensuring the
medical team has AEDs on each response unit enhances
the service they can provide throughout the rodeo
grounds. When every minute counts it is critical that
they have the tools to do their jobs. Project Heartbeat is
proud to help provide these tools.” (quoting Julie Redding,

President, Nevada Project Heartbeat.)
Nevada Project Heartbeat’s mission is to save lives through
promotion of early defibrillation, education in sudden cardiac
arrest, and promotion of training in AED/CPR; all for the citizens
and visitors throughout the great state of Nevada.

Nevada Project Heartbeat is proud to partner with the Reno Rodeo Medical
Committee! Pictured are Julie Redding, Nevada Project Heartbeat President,
and members of the Reno Rodeo medical committee.
Photo credit Melvin Buell

LEGACY COMMITTEE
Congratulations to Brad
and the entire Reno Rodeo
Membership on a very
successful 2017 Reno Rodeo.
I witnessed a lot of people
who put in a heck of a lot of
hours—and that is what it
takes to make it happen.
Congratulations to Mark
Sutton and the rest of the
Museum Committee on
a successful first Museum
display at the Rodeo.
Possibly next year we can expand?
The next 100 Years—100 Stories event is scheduled for August
26, in the Reno Rodeo Arena. The Past Presidents Cook Crew
will be serving dinner. Get your tickets and come enjoy a fun
evening.
Our next Legacy Committee meeting is scheduled for July 13, in
the office conference room, at 5:30 (2nd Thursday of the month).
The Rodeo is over, and now we all can begin the planning of
the 2018 Reno Rodeo. And, we can again pursue the Legacy
Program and Strategic Plan goal of developing an enhanced
rodeo grounds and arena. New ideas, new concepts, they are all
welcome.

Clint Thiesse
Legacy Committee Chair

MUSEUM MUSINGS
Donna Koepp came into the museum during this year's
rodeo and was elated when she saw Leon Coffee’s likeness
prominently displayed in our museum. She introduced herself
and told me that she is the artist who made this figurine. She
said that she had seen Leon at our rodeo and thought he
was amazing. She got a photograph of him and made this
piece. Later, she got to meet Leon at the NFR. She said he was
kind, gracious, and took the time to visit with her. When she
showed the piece
to him, he told her
that there were many
likenesses of him out
there, but that this
one was like nothing
he had seen before.
She didn’t know how
to take that, but has
since realized that he
was paying a huge
compliment to her.
I met Leon when I was
the Sponsor chair in
Doug Nicholson and Donna Capp standing
1987. He is everything beside the portrait doll of Leon Coffee in the
that Donna described display case at the museum exhibit during this
year's rodeo.
and more. A Viet
photo credit Bill Johnson
Nam vet and amazing
athlete. He is humble, appreciates all that he has earned and
cares deeply about our country, the sport of rodeo and life in
general. I am fortunate to have met both of these folks.

Doug Nicholson
Linda Daley passed away at home on March 29, 2017, as a result
of pancreatic cancer.
Linda was an accomplished horse trainer and achieved many
awards for barrel racing and other equestrian endeavors. She
was in the Reno Rodeo Queen's Court in her younger days, and
spent many hours riding and boarding her horses at the Rodeo
grounds.
In 2009, Linda Volunteered as a Wrangler in the Vendors Buffet,
then became a Member in 2011. She transferred to the Stalls
Committee and worked in the office, where she enjoyed the
challenge and made many new friends.
Linda is missed for her quick wit and engaging smile.

Morning Stalls Office, Linda is second from left
written by Jeanette Schwertfeger, photo credit Carol Kennedy

2017 Reno Rodeo picture credits Fred Cornelius
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CELEBRATING 100 YEARS
Here is another story of a Reno Rodeo poster. This is the
history of Scott Peterson's 2016 poster.
The “Wildest, Richest Rodeo in the West" selected Jeff Gant
to design the 2016 Official Reno Rodeo Limited Edition
Poster. Gant, in collaboration with Scott Peterson, our 2016
Reno Rodeo President, created the piece titled “All Roads
Lead to Reno." Which includes Jason Goodman’s Percheron
Thunder and Miss Reno Rodeo 2016, Eva Werschky.
The story as it is told by Scott:

10

Being an outdoors, mechanic type of a guy I did not know
where to start. I had an idea of what I wanted, I found a local
artist that created a beautiful pencil art, but unfortunately it
could not be reproduced. So I had to start all over
I then called on Bill Price and Fred Cornelius to help, we
went through some past pictures from the Reno Rodeo
and what caught our eyes
were the Percheron horses.
Jason’s Percheron Thunder
performance has always
been a much loved event at
the Reno Rodeo. We thought
it would be a great print
to capture one of our top
performing acts and most
loved. We played around with
a few ideas, and with Jim
Miner’s Photoshop expertise,
we came up with the team in
a desert setting to create what
we were envisioning
Ty Rogers was a huge help to
me when he found Jeff Gant, a
Texas artist. Gant was excited
and ready for the challenge
of creating Jason driving his
team with Eva sitting beside
him, riding through the
Nevada desert. It was a very
big surprise for Jason and Eva
when the 2016 Limited Art
Print was unveiled! The look
on Eva’s face was priceless,
a moment she will always
remember!
Every year the Reno Rodeo
president selects an artist to
collaborate with and create
their limited art print. We
do have many different past
year’s prints still available
for you to purchase today!
Contact Carol Fiechtl-Steiger
at 775-560-6567 or Joanne
Mathieu at 775-624-6633.

PICK UP • DELIVERY • FULL SERVICE

4925 Kietzke Lane • Reno, NV 89509
famousdaves.com • 775.826.RIBS (7427) ext. 1
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Visit your respective app store and search for
Reno Rodeo. Download the free app.

When you open the app for the first time you will be
prompted to receive ‘push notifications’ please accept.
These notifications will keep you up to date with rodeo
news throughout the year. Thank you!
Please send comments to greg@gmaagroup.com
We can make updates as necessary.

RENO RODEO ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 12335
RENO, NV 89510

(775) 329  -3877 X102
WWW.RENORODEO.COM

OFFICE OPEN 8 -5 MON -FRI
CLOSED JULY 3 & 4

Follow us on sociAl meDiA

Don’t forget to download the Reno Rodeo App!

RSVP FOR LUNCHEONS DINNERS
VIA PHONE AT:
(775) 329- 3877 X 224

WHITMOR/WIRENETICS
We are Specialists at Manufacturing and Distribruting
WIRE u CABLE u TUBING
uCustom Cable uHook-Up Wire uMagnet Wire

27737 Avenue Hopkins • Valencia, CA 91355

800-822-WIRE

