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Jerrod Niemann 
Nashville prolific hitmaker Jerrod 
Niemann is speaking from his 
heart – instead of his liver – with his 
romantic new single, "God Made A 
Woman," now impacting Country 
radio. Fueled by a nearly decade-
long career, Niemann is digging 
deeper with his forthcoming 
Curb Records album featuring an 
uplifting duet, "A Little More Love," 
with good friend and label mate Lee 
Brice. Known for clever wordplay 
and attention-grabbing lyrics, the 
highly engaging singer-songwriter last topped country charts with 
his Platinum-certified multi–week No. 1 anthem, "Drink to That All 
Night," from High Noon, on which he co-wrote eight of the 12 tracks. 

Lauren Alaina
Georgia native Lauren Alaina captured America’s hearts when she 
competed on Season 10 of American Idol. In 2017, Lauren followed 
up her No. 1 debuting first album, Wildflower, with the release of 
the critically-acclaimed "Road Less Traveled." The album landed 
on multiple end-of-year “Best Of” lists including Billboard, Rolling 
Stone, and Amazon, and it became the top-streamed female 

country album release of the year. 
Praised as full of life lessons and uplift, 
the collection of 12 songs all written 
by the young star includes Lauren’s 
first No. 1 hit, title track "Road Less 
Traveled," and her current single, "Doin’ 
Fine."

Lauren is this year’s ACM New Female 
Vocalist of the Year.  She was also 
nominated for ACM Vocal Event of 
the Year for "What Ifs," the double-
platinum-selling No. 1 collaboration 
with her childhood friend, Kane Brown.

Montgomery Gentry
Platinum-selling Montgomery Gentry is taking the band’s long-
awaited studio album, Here's to You, on the road. This emotional 
return to the stage is the first time member Eddie Montgomery 
will be touring without the late Troy Gentry.

“I’m anxious to get back out on the road and play some new 
music for our friends and fans,” reveals Montgomery. “Next 
year marks the 20th anniversary of our band – we’ve got lots to 
celebrate and look forward to in 2018.”

"Better Me," the lead single 
from Here's to You, is currently 
playing on Country radio. 
The compelling retrospective 
tune was penned by heavy-
hitters Jamie Moore, Josh 
Hoge, and Randy Montana.

In honor of Gentry and their 
nearly two decades-worth 
of chart-topping Country 
music, fans can expect to 
hear their greatest hits mixed 
with anticipated Here's to You 
tracks.

Tickets
General Admission is $45 in advance, and $55 the day of show 
(includes open seating in the grandstands or standing in the 
arena). All box seats are reserved seats.

Box Seats are $55 in advance, and $65 day of show. Reno Rodeo 
box seats holders will be given the first right of refusal for their 
seats. Rodeo members can check at the rodeo office for box seat 
availability. The remaining box seats will be open to the public 
at a later date.

Tickets available at ticketswest.com or in person at Lawlor Ticket 
Office (no fees) or day of at the Reno Rodeo Ticket Office

Three Great Headliners  
for the Reno Rodeo/KBul Kickoff Concert, June 13, 2018
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Well, here it is May and 
we are cruising into June 
at a high rate of speed. 
Everything is coming 
together, and I hope that all 
the committee chairs are 
ready for this year's rodeo. I 
am proud of the Executive 
Committee, Finance 
Committee, and the office 
staff for all the hard work 
they have done to make this 

a smooth ten months so far. What a team!!!!

The first week of April, I chose to take a trip to Kissimmee, 
Florida, with George, Mike, and Craig, to attend the Ram 
National Circuit Finals Rodeo. As always it was a great rodeo 
with outstanding hospitality. I finally got to see a live gator up 
close. I heard some of the cowboys went to take a walk in the 
ocean. When they got there, everyone was leaving because 
the lifeguards were telling everyone to get out of the water. 
It seems that a group of sharks were moving into the area to 
feed, making it unsafe. Our group went on an air boat ride 
at Wild Florida and I got to see a live gator (a lot of them) up 
close. Fun trip.

There were also trips to Oakdale, Red Bluff, Clovis, and Auburn 
Rodeos — all in California. They are called the "Six Pack 
Rodeos," and are part of the Wilderness Circuit Finals Rodeo. 
The Reno Rodeo chuck wagon and our Miss Reno Rodeo were 
in their home town parades, and were very well accepted. A 
lot of those rodeo fans come to our rodeo. 

As you can see, April was a very busy month. We also had our 

annual elections. Congratulations to our newly elected Officers, 
Executive Committee members, and directors. Remember, if 
you were not elected this time around, please continue striving 
towards your goal. You are very much appreciated, serving 
as a respected member/director of this association and our 
community.

Also, at the April 
luncheon, we 
revealed the limited-
edition art for 2018. 
I am very proud to 
have had Robyn 
Ingle, from Texas, put 
together a dream I 
have lived with for 
many years. I hope 
you enjoy it as much 
as I do.

 “IT’S A TRADITION” 
 LET’S RODEO

2018 FINANCE COMMITTEE
CHAIR: GREG "LIGHTNING" WILLIAMS, Treasurer JIM NEIL ALEX BYBEE JUSTIN THOMSEN
CRAIG DOWNIE, 2nd Vice President KEN MINER ANDREA MORENCY

No rodeo ticket should cost more than $28

To buy tickets in person (no fees) - Lawlor Events Center 
10am -5pm Monday through Friday

Online - (service fees apply)  
http://www.mynevadatickets.com/
Telephone - (service fees apply) via TicketsWest 
1 (800) 325 - SEAT (7328)
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 GENERAL MANAGER’S MESSAGE

George Combs
General Manager

In keeping with my more 
educational articles, I 
would like to continue and 
to explain further about 
our very own Reno Rodeo 
Association. As stated before, 
we have fifty directors 
(sanctioned by the bylaws) 
voted into office bi-annually 
to serve a term of 6 years. 
This most recent election saw 
four new directors winning. 

Come October there will be more directors to vote on as 6-year 
terms end or directors choose to go emeritus. Any director can 
be re-elected to another 6-year term by the voting body of the 
association. The voting body consists of all fifty directors and 
the past presidents. 

To join our volunteer organization, a person must first sign-up 
to become a wrangler. As such, they will fill out an application 
and pay a onetime $25 fee. Each wrangler from this point 
on will need to volunteer through two rodeos and show a 
commitment/dedication to the Reno Rodeo. Each wrangler 
will then be assigned to one or more committees to work. Our 
more than fifty committees each have a chairman and assistant 
chairman who manage said committees, plus evaluate each 
volunteer’s performance and record their time. If a  wrangler 
has completed the requirements, they will receive an invitation 
letter from the nominating committee to join as a member. The 
individual will need to gather acceptance signatures, and pay 

a yearly $100 fee—which allows him or her to attend various 
functions for free. As of now, we have close to 1000 volunteer 
individuals within our ranks.

Once a member has volunteered for three or more rodeo 
years, they may choose to run for director. If an individual 
becomes a director and has served at least three years of their 
six years, they may ask to have their name placed on the ballot 
for an open spot on the executive committee. The Executive 
Committee consists of: the five Reno Rodeo officers – President, 
1st Vice-President, 2nd Vice-President, Treasurer, and Secretary; 
the immediate Past President, who serves a 1-year term; the 
Past President Liaison, who serves for a 1-year term; and eight 
other directors, who serve 2-year terms, rotating four spots 
alternating the two years. 

To be voted upon as an officer, an individual director must 
serve on the Executive Committee for at least one term, while 
meeting all other previous requirements. An individual 
requesting to be on the ballot for the office of treasurer, must 
have served on the Finance Committee. If a director is voted 
in as a 2nd Vice-President, then he or she will continue to the 
1st Vice-President and President poisition without any further 
voting to be had for these placements. 

While members can vote on the by-laws, the governing body of 
the Reno Rodeo Association is the Board of Directors. 

I hope this information was helpful in explaining the 
mechanisms of our awesome volunteer organization—the 
Wildest Richest Rodeo in West!

2018 FINANCE COMMITTEE
CHAIR: GREG "LIGHTNING" WILLIAMS, Treasurer JIM NEIL ALEX BYBEE JUSTIN THOMSEN
CRAIG DOWNIE, 2nd Vice President KEN MINER ANDREA MORENCY

WHITMOR/WIRENETICS
We are Specialists at Manufacturing and Distribruting

WIRE  u CABLE  u  TUBING
uCustom Cable   uHook-Up Wire   uMagnet Wire

27737 Avenue Hopkins  •  Valencia, CA 91355

800-822-WIRE
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Clara Andriola 
Executive Director

 FOUNDATION NEWS  MANPOWER NEWS

2018 Texas Hold’em Record 
Success — thank you!
Thanks to the 126 wonderful 
players, and to LP Insurance 
who made the March 23rd 
Reno Rodeo Foundation 

Texas Hold’em Charity Poker 
Tournament a great success. 
Through everyone’s generosity, 
we were able to raise a record 
$16,949 for the kids. We 
appreciate the 
help of Miss Reno 
Rodeo and all of 
the volunteers who 
worked tirelessly 
during the event.

Great Job to the final 
ten players:  
10) Rich Pettinari,  
9) Jenny Lesieutre,  
8) Justin Thomsen,  
7) Travis Jessop, 6) Mike Torvinen, 5 Brandon Etchemendy,  
4) Mitch Schneider, 3) Jared Rossi, 2) Dan Schneider, and  
1) Billy Scyphers.

2018 Scholarship Awards — Total of $75,500 Distributed!
Congratulations to the 51 deserving students who received 
a 2018 Reno Rodeo Foundation Scholarship. Jack Schroeder, 
Reno Rodeo Foundation Scholarship Chair and his committee 
members thoroughly reviewed all 79 applications. They 
diligently ranked the students following the scoring 
guidelines and recommended the final students for awards 
to the board for approval on April 9, 2018. Please visit the 
RenoRodeoFoundation.org website to see all of the students 
receiving this year’s scholarship award.

Reno Rodeo Foundation Upcoming Events
• Monday, July 9, Artown Family Series Kids Rodeo and Campfire Storytelling at Wingfield Park, from 6 to 8 pm

• Thursday, July 26, Reno Rodeo Foundation Blood Drive from 1:30 pm to 6 pm at Famous Dave’s. K-Bull onsite. All 
blood drive donors are eligible to win Famous Dave's "All American Feast, which feeds 4-6, and is valued at $79.99. 
Every donor has their choice of chili or a salad, and cornbread.

• Saturday, July 28, Back-to-School Denim Drive Distribution at Kids' Kottage, from 10 am to Noon

Final Ten Table - Great Job

Congratulations to the final three winners!

 Congratulations to the 
following winners of the 
recent spring election: 
Second Vice President–Josh 
Iveson; Executive Committee 
members –Terry Donshick, 
Troy Gardener, Jim Neil and 
Mark Sutton; directors–Dave 
Depoali, Karen Riley, Mark 
Scott, and Justin Thomsen; 
and by a landslide, Clint 
Wells is the next Past 
President’s Representative. 

We had an excellent slate of candidates and thanks to each 
of them for their commitment to making the Reno Rodeo 
Association such a great organization. 

We are in full swing getting ready for this year’s event. Many 
of you can find your committee assignments on RIDE. There is 
a mandatory wranglers meeting at 5:30, on May 16th, in the 
South Exhibit Hall. This will be an opportunity for you to meet 
the officers and many of the committee chairs you will be 
assigned to. We will also be taking photographs of those who 
don't have one on file, and will be completing paperwork for 
your files. 

Thank you, and I look forward to seeing you all. 

Doug Nicholson
Chairman Manpower/Nominating 

 Monthly Luncheons

Please RSVP for each member's luncheon or dinner.

If you do not RSVP, but show up, you will be charged $40, as 
well as having to wait for available seating.

If you do RSVP, do not call to cancel, and do not show up, you 
will be invoiced for $40. 

If you need to cancel, please call and let us know.  

Guest price is $40 for each event.

RSVP by phone at 775.329.3877 ext 224
in person at the Reno Rodeo office
or by email at RSVP@renorodeo.com.
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 LETTER FROM THE QUEEN

Ann Quinn 
Miss Reno Rodeo Chairman

Jenn Fisk 
Miss Reno Rodeo 2018

“This ain’t my first rodeo"                 
has become one of my 
favorite sayings recently as 
I have become quite the 
expert on “light packing.” 
This was not a phrase in my 
vocabulary until these last 
few months. April began 
with an eventful trip to 
Kissimmee, Florida, for the 
Ram National Circuit Finals 
Rodeo, where I had the 
surprise of a lifetime. While 

waiting by baggage claim, an unexpected package arrived. 
Thanks to the secrecy of Bill and the other officers, my dad flew 
all the way from Texas to spend the weekend with us in Florida. 
It was so great to share with him a little taste of what I get to 
enjoy all year while traveling.

The weather was beautiful and the alligators were biting, 
literally! We spent the morning at Wild Florida taking an airboat 
ride around Lake Cypress, sighting alligators and bald eagles, 
and learning fun facts about the Sunshine State. Did you know 
that an alligator can hold its breath for up to four hours?! 

The remainder of the weekend, we spent our time at the rodeo 
performances cheering on our Wilderness Circuit Champions. 
I had the chance to meet a majority of the 2018 state queens 
who were in attendance, as 
well as to help Miss Rodeo 
America auction off raffle 
prizes and tickets at the Justin 
Cowboy Crisis Fund fundraiser.

 Just in time to repack, I was 
on the road to Oakdale with 
the Chuck Wagon Committee. 
We spent the weekend in The 
Cowboy Capital of the World, 
enjoying the sunshine on 
parade day and throughout 
the weekend. I was fortunate 
to borrow Jeff Shearer ‘s 
exceptional horse, Molly, to 
ride in the grand entry both 
days. Jeff quickly put me to 
work afterwards helping  
warm up, boot up, cool down, and unsaddle horses for him 
and the rest of the Four Star Rodeo pick up men. It was neat 
not only to watch, but also be able to help hands on with the 
action behind the scenes, which play such a large role in a 
smooth rodeo performance.

During all the traveling, I was treated to what seemed like a 
day in the life of a princess. As the troops rallied to plan and 
execute the Bliss Babe magazine rodeo edition cover shoot — 
with the help of nearly a dozen people, clothes donated by 
Triggers Boutique, hair and makeup by Caliber Salon, and the 
Bliss Babe gals themselves. The magazine and video release 
party will be held May 16th at The Plaza downtown; you are all 
welcome to join me to see the magic they created!

The Chuck Wagon Committee and Secretary Debbie Sprague, Treasurer  
Greg Williams and friend, at the Oakdale Rodeo, photo taken by Sandy 
Powell.  

Me on Molly for the grand entry 
at Oakdale, photo taken by their 
photographer ,Tammy Middleton

The Reno Rodeo Association has three young ladies 
competing for the privilege of representing the association for 
the 100th Anniversary of Reno Rodeo. The Miss Reno Rodeo 
Queen Committee invites you to support the contestants 
throughout the pageant by attending the events open to 
the public. The pageant will culminate in the announcement 
of the next queen at the June Membership dinner. We look 
forward to seeing you there!

Wednesday, June 6, 2018
Queen Mixer and Impromptu Speeches at the Eddy, in 
downtown Reno at 5:30 pm. 
No admission charge.

Thursday, June 7, 2018
Horsemanship Competition and Horsemanship Luncheon at 
the rodeo arena at 10:00 am.

$15 admission charge for the luncheon, no charge for the 
Horsemanship Competition.

Friday, June 8, 2018
Coronation Dinner at the Peppermill at 6:00 pm  
(doors open at 5:30).

No charge for Reno Rodeo members.

 MISS RENO RODEO 2019 COMPETITON BEGINS JUNE 6
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 WE ARE THE RENO RODEO - CAROL FIECHTL-STEIGER

To say that Carol 
Fiechtl-Steiger 
is a western 
traveler is not 
too far from 
the truth. She 
was born in 
Manhattan, 
Kansas, when 
her father was 
attending Kansas 
State University. 
Upon his 
graduation, he 
accepted a new 
job with the  
Bureau of Reclamation, and the family moved to Washington, 
Montana, and eventually on to North Dakota, where Carol 
attended high school in Minot. Always an active teenager, 
Carol was involved with the high school rodeo team.

After high school, Carol continued her college education in 
Montana, Utah, California, and at the University of Nevada, 
Reno.

“This is my third time living here in Reno,” Carol explains. 
“While living in Washington where the sun is a rare thing to see, 
I asked one of my friends, ‘where does it never rain?’” Once 
her friend explained that Reno had great weather and a lot of 
different things to do, Carol started packing her bags.

She has lived all across the western states, including San 
Diego, where she received her degree in Travel and Tourism; 
the Bay area; Washington State; and Salt Lake City. She also 
lived in Chinook and Glendive, Montana, where she raised her 
daughter, Toni; and in Wibaux, Montana, where she worked 
her 180-acre ranch. 

In September of 1994, Carol was headed to Montana from San 
Diego when she stopped in Reno. “The plan was to move to 
Montana come spring, to run a friend’s store in Yellowstone 
National Park. But I received a call saying he had an offer he 
couldn’t refuse and had sold the store.” Consequently, Carol 
got busy living life in Reno once again. “It’s hard to believe I 
have now lived in Reno a total of 31 years. I was 18 when I first 
moved to Reno. Northern Nevada is an amazing place to call 
home, I have made so many friends here that I call family.”

As a profession, Carol works at Horse Power Strategies. The 
company provides customized professional and personal 
growth programs, using a large variety of intelligence 
assessments, to build stronger leaders, and improve employee 
understanding. “We will increase employee engagement and 
profitability through focused, scientific, high-performance 
coaching strategies. Our motto is, ‘Employee Happiness is the 
Ultimate Profit Driver.’”

Carol joined the Reno Rodeo as a wrangler in 2009, working 
on the 50/50 Committee. She received the Wrangler Award 

of Merit in 2013, the year she joined the Limited Edition Art/
Poster Committee. In 2014, she became a member and her role 
with the committee increased each year; she has now served as 
chairman for the last two years.

Carol has been busy working with the past presidents, 
helping them tell their personal stories of how their artwork 
was designed and developed. You can read their stories 
each month in the BullSheet leading up to the 100th year 
celebration. “We want to increase awareness about the art by 
telling these amazing stories. This helps increase sales as we 
have many of the past year’s art prints still available.” 

Carol and her husband, Bob, look forward to the day when they 
can retire full-time. She has many different passions, and she 
would like to be more involved with them. “We love life, horses, 
scuba diving, travel. I love being outside; the whole world is 
waiting for us to explore!” 

Fine Art Print Booth Relocates

Carol and her committee will have a new booth location in the 
South Exhibit Hall at this year’s rodeo. Stop in and see some 
past Reno Rodeo Museum pieces along with many prints 
framed for sale, ready to hang on your wall.

For more information on how you, too, can own some of these 
amazing pieces of art:

Call Carol Fiechtl-Steiger at 775-560-6567  
           or Joanne Mathieu at 775-624-6633.

Carol and Peppermint

Sponsor Opportunities 2018

We have many new and exciting opportunities for 
sponshorships. For more information, please contact 
Sponsors@renorodeo.com or call 775-223-5403. 
If you or someone you know is interested in becoming a 
sponsor, consider taking advantage of exclusive “early-bird” 
offers on 2018 Sponsorships . 

Members' Team Sorting Coming Up

A heads up to all you team sorters out there. This year's 
association team sorting will take place May 19th, at Gondalfo 
Arena. Mark your calendars for another great Reno Rodeo 
event. Flyers and applications are available on RIDE and in the 
rodeo office. We only take 30 sorters, so get  your application 
in early. We had a great spectator crowd last year and would 
love to see another large crowd.



7

 COUNTDOWN TO 100

The stories for the Count Down to 100 are excerpts from  
A History — The First 80 Years, by Guy Clifton, Edited by Bill Price.

Thank you to everyone who helped put on the April 
RRT Recruitment and Wrangler Appreciation Event, 
it was a great success as the committee signed up 
fifty-two new wranglers and had over fifty current 
wranglers attend as our guests! Everyone had a 
great time! 

Next month RRT will be working with the 
Manpower Committee to put on the Wrangler 
Orientation Meeting. We will be able to integrate 
the training portion of RRT when working with our 
new wranglers.

If you have been a member of the Reno Rodeo for 
more than one rodeo year, and you are interested 
in being a liaison and mentor to a wrangler, please 
email chelsea@renorodeo.com for more 
information. 

Although the deadline for signing up wranglers 
for 2018 has passed, it’s never too early to start 
preparing for next year!  If you know of anyone who 
would like to volunteer for the 2019 Reno Rodeo, or 
if you know of any local businesses who would like 
our RRT representatives to do a short presentation 
for their company please contact: 
chelsea@renorodeo.com.
Lastly, I would personally like to thank my 
entire committee for a fantastic year, great job RRT!

RRT Committee members: Travis Lekas, 
Nick Lighthouse, Violet Richards, and 
Jason McGraw working hard to put 
on a great Recruitment and Wrangler 
Appreciation Party!

A newly signed up wrangler gets to spin the 
prize wheel for some Reno Rodeo swag at the 
April 13th RRT Event.

Wranglers and new recruits enjoying some food, 
drinks, and live music at the RRT event!

Country music recording artist, 
Justin Lee, put on an amazing 
acoustic performance at the 
RRT Recruitment and Wrangler 
Appreciation Party!

 WRANGLER RECRUITMENT AND APPRCIATION EVENT 

Chelsea Sidener 
Recruitment, Retention, and Training Chairman

Not so much happened at the Reno Rodeo over the past sixty-
five plus years that Cotton Rosser hasn’t seen first hand. Since 
1950, when he won a $500 bonus prize in the saddle bronc 
competition while still a college student at Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo, Rosser’s name has been associated with the Reno 
Rodeo in one way or another.

Even after a serious ranching accident in 1955 broke both his 
legs and ended his competitive career, Rosser continued to 
be a part of rodeo in a variety of capacities. In 1956, he and 
another rodeo cowboy, Dick Pascoe, bought the Flying U 
Rodeo Company.  Pascoe later sold out to Rosser, and Cotton 
has been providing stock and producing rodeos from his home 
base in Marysville, California, ever since.

Not bad for a city boy who spent his youth on Rainbow Pier in 
Long Beach, California. But even as a youngster, Rosser always 
dreamed of being a cowboy.

The son of a building contractor, Rosser’s first experience with 
cattle came at the Wrigley Ranch, on Santa Catalina Island. It 
was there he learned the trade and got his start in amateur 
rodeo. In 1951, while at Cal Poly, he was honored as the 
national all-around champion.

The Flying U first provided stock to the Reno Rodeo in 1957 
and the relationship has continued virtually unstopped ever 

since. The Reno Rodeo simply wouldn’t seem right without 
Cotton Rosser on horseback inside the arena, rope in hand, 
tossing a bottle of Jack Daniels to an unfortunate cowboy 
after a bad spill.

“He’s a living legend,” said longtime Reno Rodeo announcer 
Bob Tallman. “Cotton Rosser has done more for the sport of 
rodeo than anyone I know.”

When he isn’t tending his stock on the Flying U, Rosser is often 
flying his own airplane off to meetings.

Rodeo is a family affair for the Rossers, with his wife Karin; 
sons Brian, Reno, and Lee; daughters Katherine Rosser and 
Cindy Moreno; and son-in-law Julio Moreno; among the more 
than sixty key players at the Flying U. Moreno is a former 
two-time team roping champion at the Reno Rodeo and the 
longtime pickup man inside the arena.

The Rossers produce about sixty rodeos a year, with Reno as 
their showcase event. “Next to the National Finals Rodeo, this 
is the best one there is,” the 70-year-old Rosser said. “All the 
top cowboys come here and we have six or seven of the best 
stock contractors.
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 BITS AND SPURS 

Bill Price

Clint Thiesse
Legacy Committee Chair

 LEGACY COMMITTEE

Our committee recently 
reviewed the “Initiatives 
and Action Items’ outlined 
in our Strategic Plan.  
I believe the consensus of 
the committee was that, 
for the most part, Reno 
Rodeo has progressed 
in accordance with this 
document. A couple of 
areas are lagging behind 
schedule, particularly the 
facility planning. This delay 

was mainly created by the fact that we were unsure if we 
would be planning at our current grounds, or magically some 
other property would fall into our lap. Now that the decision 
to stay home has been made, large strides have been made 
to catch up. The other areas where minimal progress has been 
made are budgetary, non-revenue generating items, such as 
increasing our purse and increasing money spent on Cowboys 
and Cowgirls while they are entered in our Rodeo. These are 
prestige and status items in the rodeo community, which 
was an initiative of our Strategic Plan. These items will be re-
addressed and discussed in the upcoming budget process this 
fall. So, all in all, pat yourself on the back for your help keeping 
our Strategic Plan a viable document. 

Our Strategic Plan is currently two years old and probably 
due for an overhaul, or at least a tune-up. However, with 
the anticipated efforts that will be going into our 100 Year 
Celebration the coming year and the concentration on our  
new facility planning effort, the committee did not view “now” 
as being the time to undertake that effort. Expect to see more 
on Strategic Plan updates a little less than a year from now. At 
that time we should be ready for re-focusing on new goals and 
direction. 

Speaking of facility planning, I think we are going to have some 
very exciting displays and information to present to you in the 
near future. Members of our committee have been working 
closely with Jeff Frame Architecture on schematic renderings 
of new facilities. We are very pleased with our selection of Jeff 
and quite impressed with his progress to date. His work is due 
near the first of June. Possibly we can unveil the renderings 
and plans to the Association at our June membership Dinner/ 
Queen Coronation during one of the “breaks” in the event. We’ll 
keep you apprised. In addition, our goal is to unveil our plans 
to the Community during the 2018 Reno Rodeo. Involvement 
with the plans and unveiling the same is the fun part — then 
the hard part begins, we need to find methods and modes of 
funding to take our plans from “plans” to “reality.” 

All efforts should currently be on the 99th Year of Reno Rodeo. 
Good luck Bill and team. 

If you missed it, the most recent 100 Stories event at the 
Nevada Museum of Art was a sellout. The Cotton Rosser, Bob 
Tallman, and Bob Feist video was legendary. The evening’s 
speakers gave a walk through a part of Reno Rodeo’s history 
that most of us didn’t know. Don’t miss the next one on July 
28th. Details will follow in future issues of the BullSheet.

If you are traveling through the Reno-Tahoe Airport 
in the next few weeks, be sure to check out our two 
large banners in the baggage claim area. They will 
be there through June 23rd. We are still working on 
additional opportunities at the airport.

Be sure to check out the 2018 limited edition art 
print. It was introduced at the last luncheon. The 
original, titled “Dreams” is hanging in the rodeo 
office.

The 2018 Parade Committee is working hard on 
securing entries for this year’s parade. It will be in 
Midtown again this year on June 16th, at 10 am. 
The Reno Host Lions Club will be back this year 
with their Buckaroo Breakfast. It will be held on 
South Virginia Street in front of Junkee’s.

Congratulations to Reno Rodeo Foundation 
Executive Director Clara Andriola. She has been 

named one of 40 finalists in the Northern Nevada Business 
Weekly Top 20 Sierra Nevada Powerful Women contest. The top 
20 will be recognized at a luncheon May 30th.

Rodeo Idol is down to its final twelve contestants. The finals will 
be May 4th, at 8 pm, in the Sparks Nugget Showroom. All twelve 
will perform and be judged that evening. The top seven finalists 

will each sing one night during this 
year’s rodeo. Join us for a fun evening 
and cheer on your favorites. The event 
is free to the public.

On a final note, as I was sending this 
column off to be printed, I learned 
of the passing of Gary Derks. Gary 
was our Emergency Management 
chairman, and was heavily involved 
in in the creation of the Reno Rodeo 
Emergency Action plan. In addition 
to his rodeo involvement he was an 
active volunteer at the Salvation Army.

Gary will be missed by his Reno 
Rodeo family.

One of the two Reno Rodeo signs as you 
walk through the baggage claim area of the 
Reno-Tahoe Airport.
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 COWBOY TRUCK SHOW - INSTALLMENT 5

Greg Mason

These three trucks epitomize what the Reno Rodeo Truck Show 
is all about.

Best Reno Rodeo category won by Chaz Vernon with his 2007 
F350. This bad boy is huge! Bonanza’s Choice award was won 
by Derek Johnson and his insane 6 door 2016, Ford F350. And 
the People’s Choice winner is a Ram 3500 owned by Josh 
Thompson. Way to go Josh!

We hope to see you all at this year’s show, June 2nd from 
2:00pm to 6:00pm at the Bonanza Casino on North Virginia St. 
No excuses from the golf tourney participants, as we moved 
the show back to accommodate you all.

Keep on truckin’!

Vernon Truck Johnson Truck Thompson Truck

 RENO RODEO ASSOCIATION CHARITABLE GOLF TOURNAMENT

 U This 4 person scramble will be held on June 2, 2018,  
at the Washoe Golf Course.

 U Registration begins at 7 a.m., 
with an 8 a.m shotgun start.

 U $540 enters a foursome. Entry includes green fees, cart, 
food, beverages and more.

 U $25 buys lunch for a non-playing guest.
 U $100 hole/tee sponsorship signs are available. 
 U Raffle tickets will be available.

 U Barbeque lunch, will be prepared by the Past Presidents.
 U Bar and lunch will be served by the Reno Rodeo Flag Girls.
 U Awards follow.
 U Checks can be made to Reno Rodeo Association  
and mailed to:  
P.O. Box 12335 
Reno, NV 89510

 U or register and pay online at www.renorodeo.com.
 U Corporate sponsor: Manpower

 PAST PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Mark Elston
Past Presidents Representative

The Past Presidents would 
like to congratulate 
Josh Iveson and the 
other members of our 
organization who were 
elected in April. We all 
appreciate the time and 
energy that these fine 
people will devote to our 
organization. It is not just 
the personal time they give, 
but the sacrifices that their 
families make, and for that 

we are tremendously grateful.

We are all preparing for our rodeo in just eight weeks. What a 
great time of year. Our officers have been traveling to many 
rodeos throughout the country to improve our rodeo any way 
they can. Your Past Presidents are still working on the new 
deck for the Past Presidents’ room and we hope to have that 
available for the Rodeo.

I am very excited about the new playground that our 
association contributed to in our neighborhood. Annie Munn, 
a long supporter of youth in our area, brought this project to 
our attention. This park will change lives in our community 
and improve the city around our fairgrounds. This improved 
park area will provide children in the local area a safer and a 
more enjoyable environment to play.

Please keep in mind our President's Cup Golf Tournament on 
October 7, at Lakeridge. I am hoping the Past President Rep 
Clint Wells will sharpen his golf skills and lead his team to 
victory. In that regard, congratulations to Clint on his hard-
fought election.

Be impeccable with your worD. • Don’t take anything personally.
Don’t make assumptions. • Always do your best.

Be skeptical, but learn to listen.
Good Advice from Don Miguel Ruiz
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Carol Fiechtl-Steiger
Limited Edition Art Prints Chair

 HISTORY–RENO RODEO LIMITED EDITION ART PRINTS 

As told by Tom Cates, with excerpts from RGJ

The 2004 Reno Rodeo Presidential Art Print features Flying U 
stock boss Julio Moreno. The theme of that year’s Reno Rodeo 
was “85 Years, and Still a Nevada Tradition." With that in mind, 
2004 Reno Rodeo Association president, Tom Cates, picked 
a man who has been an integral part of the rodeo for nearly 
thirty years as the subject of that year’s limited edition print. 

Julio Moreno, the former livestock foreman of the Flying 
U Rodeo Company, which produces the Reno Rodeo, was 
featured in that year’s print in one of the myriad roles he 
performed during the annual event. “He’s been here as a 
competitor, pickup man, and stock contractor,” said Cates. 

“When he’s out there with his rope, I have to stop whatever I’m 
doing and watch him, because he does amazing things.” 

Tom chose Nebraska artist, J.F. Policky, to create his print, and 
you get the feeling that the artist surely must have been there 
himself. J.F. is self-taught. He began selling his works of art in 
his pre-teens. Today, his original works, in both oil paintings 
and bronze sculptures, are collected around the world.

The print, titled “Julio,” shows Moreno preparing to rope a 
bucking bronc that has bucked off his rider, as the cowboy 
picks himself up from the arena dirt. Moreno’s roping skills are 
legendary in the rodeo world. An eight-time qualifier at the 
Wrangler National Finals Rodeo, he was the Reserve World 
Champion in 1978. He and his team roping partner, Denny 
Watkins, won back-to-back titles at the Reno Rodeo in 1978 
and 1979. Moreno also worked as a pickup man during the 
Reno Rodeo, helping the riders in the bareback and saddle 
bronc events get off their horses safely. 

“This is really special,” Julio said. His former wife, Cindy, is the 
daughter of Flying U boss, Cotton Rosser. “Reno has always 
been our favorite rodeo. I’ve won here and I’ve just been 
coming here for so long that this means a lot. It’s really nice of 
them to do this.” 

Moreno is also one of the top bull breeders in the country. He 
also raises and breeds paint horses. Moreno is riding one of his 
prized paints in the limited-edition print. 

As told by Wayne Lund

From the time I first joined Reno Rodeo, I always knew that if I 
had a chance I would use a saddle bronc rider on a Reno Rodeo 
poster.

The saddle bronc riding event is, and has always been, 
considered the classic event of rodeo. It might have something 
to do with breaking horses or maybe that bronc riders always 
have on a clean shirt? 

I rode broncs in my younger years, and to help pay my way I 
picked up bucking horses. I think that I enjoyed picking up as 
much as I liked riding broncs. 

This painting was a classic example of a pick-up man doing a 
great job, and doing it right. From the position of his horse, he 
can help the cowboy, and at the same time, he is in position to 
control the bronc. You will notice the bronc rider is wearing a 
cross, this tells me that every cowboy knows and believes in a 
greater being than himself. 

This scene is played 
out every weekend 
somewhere in the 
United States and 
Canada, you won’t 
see bronc riding like 
we do it in other 
counties. From high 
school, college, 
amateur, to the pros. 
Every bronc rider 
needs a pick-up man. 

Traci Hatch painted 
the poster. I’ve 
known Traci a long 
time, seen her other 
paintings, ridden 
cutting horses with 
her, and roped with 
her husband. Traci is 
from Fallon, and has 
lived in Nevada most of her life. As anybody can see she is, as 
they say, ‘the real deal’. 

We collaborated on this painting quite a bit, and as she was 
finishing it, I made the comment to her, "What an artist!" She 
said, "That’s what we will call this—The Pick-up Artist!"

From RGJ, 2005

Hatch is known to fix her passion and expertise in painting 
images of today’s Western way of life. The daughter of Doyle 
and Shirley Hatch, the artist grew up on her “Dad’s shirt tail,” 
everywhere from livestock auction yards to the Navajo and 
Hopi reservations. Now living in Fallon, Hatch shows cutting 
horses, and participates in team roping, and translates her 
experiences to her artwork. 
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JUNE s 2018

MAY s 2018

Reno Rodeo Office 
4:30 pm Finance Com 
5:30 pm Executive Bd
Flag practice at 6 pm 
RR Arena

Reno Rodeo Office 
4:30 pm Finance Com 
5:30 pm Executive Bd
BSD Calcutta 
Sponsors' Tent at 5 pm

NOM Committee 
RR Conf Room 
5:30 pm 

Reno Rodeo Office 
4:30 pm Finance Com 
5:30 pm Executive Bd
MUT meeting 5:30 pm 
Members' Bar
Flag practice at 6 pm 
RR Arena

Reno Rodeo Office 
4:30 pm Finance Com 
5:30 pm Executive Bd 

Extreme Bulls 
7 pm Rodeo Arena
BSD Judges Training 
Members' Bar  6 pm

Miss Reno Rodeo  
Horsemanship and 
Luncheon  
9:00 am - Rodeo Arena
MAP-Chamber Mixer 
5:00 pm President's Room

Miss Reno Rodeo  
Mixer and Impromptu 
The Eddy at 5:30 pm
Flag practice at 6 pm 
RR Arena

Miss Reno Rodeo  
Coronation Dinner and 
Dancing 
6 pm Peppermill

Trailride & Campout 
Tent - Washoe Lake 
State Park 4 pm

Trailride & Campout 
Tent - Washoe Lake 
State Park

Work Day 
8am Rodeo Grounds
BSD Judges Training 
Members' Bar patio 11 am

Stalls Committee  
meeting  5:30 pm 
Presidents' Room
Miss Reno Rodeo  
committee  6 pm 
Truckee Bagel Midtown
Flag practice at 6 pm 
RR Arena

Association Team 
Sorting  9 am 
Gondalfo Arena 

Ushers BBQ 
5:30 at Pat Schellin's
Flag practice at 6 pm 
RR Arena 

July Bullsheet stories due

June Bullsheet stories due

Memorial Day

NOM Committee 
RR Conf Room 
5:30 pm 

Golf Committee 
Coney Island 
5:30 pm 

Flag Team meeting 
Presidents' Room 6 pm 

Legacy Proj Comm 
Updates   
RR Office conference room 
5:30

100 Year Planning 
Reno Rodeo Office 
5:30 pm 

Chairpersons' meeting 
Nugget 6:30 pm
Reno Rodeo Idol 
Nugget Showroom 8 pm 

Reno 150th Birthday 

Aces Game/Rodeo Table
Special Kids' Rodeo mtng 
Presidents' Room 6:30 pm
Flag practice at 6 pm 
RR Arena

New Wrangler  
Orientation at 5:30 pm 
South Exhibition Hall
Flag practice at 6 pm 
RR Arena

Member Luncheon 
Silver Legacy at noon
Board of Directors Mtng 
Tamarack Junction  
5:30 pm

Flag practice at 6 pm 
RR Arena

Flag practice at 6 pm 
RR Arena

Office Closed

Reno Rodeo  Reno Rodeo  

Reno Rodeo  Reno Rodeo  Reno Rodeo  Reno Rodeo  Reno Rodeo  Reno Rodeo  Reno Rodeo  

 HISTORY–RENO RODEO LIMITED EDITION ART PRINTS 



RENO RODEO ASS'N
P.O. Box 12335 
Reno, NV 89510 
(775) 329  -3877 X102 
www.renorodeo.com 
office open 8 -5 Mon -Fri 
closed May 28
RSVP for Luncheons or 
Dinners at:  
(775) 329- 3877 X 224 
RSVP@renorodeo.com

Don’t forget to download the Reno Rodeo App!
Visit your respective app store and search for 

Reno Rodeo. Download the free app. 
When you open the app for the first time you will be 

prompted to receive ‘push notifications’ please accept. 
These notifications will keep you up to date with rodeo 

news throughout the year. Thank you!
Please send comments to greg@gmaagroup.com  

We can make updates as necessary.
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