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JUSTin Hope Foundation – $30,000

Giving hope to individuals and families in Northern Nevada 
affected by Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and other 
neurodevelopment disorders by providing support and/or 
opportunities that will have a meaningful impact on the family 
as a whole.

Accepted by Shelby Downs, Director; and Carol Reitz, Founder.

Northern Nevada RAVE Family Foundation – $30,000 
Provides respite to families caring for children with special needs, 
while training high school students to work with these chidren.

Accepted by Jason Termini, Board of Directors; Betsy Aguiar, 
Director of Programs; and Korine Viehweg, Executive Director.

Applied Behavior Technologies – $20,050 
Provides services for autism and other disabilities, including 
parent training, in home therapy, and social skills groups. 

Accepted by Christine Benedetti, Clinical Director; and Tina Walsh, 
Office Manager

Life Changing Community Outreach – $27,500

A non-profit organization that focuses on developing people 
resulting in changed lives. RR is helping build a playground for 
inner city children.

Accepted by Angelo Austria, President; Kathy Patterson, 
Treasurer; Annie Munn, Secretary; Randy Munn, Director; and 
Kim Guinasso, Ex-Officio Director.

$107,550 in Checks to Local Charities
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2018 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
BILL SUMMY, President
MIKE TORVINEN, 1st Vice President
CRAIG DOWNIE, 2nd Vice President
DEBBIE SPRAGUE, Secretary
GREG "LIGHTNING" WILLIAMS, Treasurer

2018 FINANCE COMMITTEE
CHAIR: GREG "LIGHTNING" WILLIAMS, Treasurer JIM NEIL ALEX BYBEE JUSTIN THOMSEN
CRAIG DOWNIE, 2nd Vice President KEN MINER ANDREA MORENCY

 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Bill Summy
2018 President 99

BRAD SIDENER, Immediate Past President
MARK ELSTON, Past Presidents' Representative
GEORGE COMBS, General Manager
TROY GARDNER
PAUL GORDON
JOSH IVESON

BILL JOHNSON
BOB COSE
SHARON DESIMONI
TERRY DONSHICK
CARRIE ANN SATTLER.

1ST VICE PRESIDENT  
MIKE TORVINEN

2ND VICE PRESIDENT 
CRAIG DOWNIE

TREASURER
GREG WILLIAMS

SECRETARY
DEBBIE SPRAGUE

As I sit here writing this, I see 
there are less than 80 DAYS 
'til rodeo time. Everyone is 
moving faster around the 
office making sure that 
we will be ready to open 
the gates. The committees 
are gearing up, and I am 
surprised how everyone 
is excited about making 
everything better for the 
2018 Reno Rodeo. We had 

our First Annual Bowling Tournament with all proceeds going 
to the Justin Cowboy Crisis Fund. There was a great turn out 
(21 Teams), and everyone had a great time. 

The Nominating /Manpower Committee has put together a 
ballot for the April 19th. General Election. The positions open 
are as follows:

Second Vice President

Past President Representative

4 Directors positions 

4 Executive Committee positions

There are a lot of good candidates running for these positions. 
Good luck to all of them. 

I want to say thank you for all the hard work each and every 
one of you are putting in to make this year a great one so far. 

Because of you and your donations to the Special Kids' Rodeo 
Fund, the Reno Rodeo Association is proud to announce that 
over $107,550 has been donated to the following Community 
facilities:

Justin Hope

RAVE

Applied Behavioral Technologies 

Life Changing Community Out Reach 

Again, thank you all for the support you give to the Wildest, 
Richest, Rodeo in the West – the “Reno Rodeo”. Hope to see you 
all at the April General Election luncheon, when the 2019 Reno 
Rodeo Limited Edition Art will be unveiled.

Sponsor Opportunities 2018

We have many new and exciting opportunities for 
sponshorships. For more information, please contact 
Sponsors@renorodeo.com or call 775-223-5403. 
If you or someone you know is interested in becoming a 
sponsor, consider taking advantage of exclusive “early-bird” 
offers on 2018 Sponsorships . 
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2018 FINANCE COMMITTEE
CHAIR: GREG "LIGHTNING" WILLIAMS, Treasurer JIM NEIL ALEX BYBEE JUSTIN THOMSEN
CRAIG DOWNIE, 2nd Vice President KEN MINER ANDREA MORENCY

 GENERAL MANAGER’S MESSAGE

George Combs
General Manager

Clint Thiesse
Legacy Committee Chair

 LEGACY COMMITTEE

Hello one and all! I do hope 
the first quarter of your year 
has been great. Here at the 
rodeo office, ours is running 
along smoothly. Yes, we have 
had a personnel change plus 
office remodel, but it has 
ended well. 

A few other updates to 
mention: RSCVA (Reno 
Sparks Convention and 
Visitors Authority) has hired 

a management group to take over operations of the RSLEC 
(Reno Sparks Livestock Events Center). SMG World (Stadium 
and arena Management Group) will begin the transition in the 
next month or so, and officially will take over July 1, or before. 
The current staff will have interviews; some will stay, and some 
will go.  SMG manages 239 facilities in 8 countries with 5000 + 
employees. That is according to their website. If you also look 
there, the only equestrian facilities they manage close to ours 
is Salt Lake City Equestrian Park, the Cabarrus Equine Center 
and the Osceola Heritage Park in Kissimmee Florida. Keeping 
you informed. 

As April is approaching, you know what comes next…yes, May 
and June, but also all the events in the eighty-four days left 
leading up to our 99th Reno Rodeo. The Reading Roundup will 
begin in April, as well as our President unveiling his art work 
and 2018 poster at the April luncheon. Several of us will begin 
traveling and visiting other rodeos, plus it's time to get your 
entries in for the golf tournament. Please see the information 
here in the bull sheet (page 11), and especially on the website. 
We don’t want you to miss a thing.

Continuing on with my educational news this month, I 
have questions for you to think about. Do you know how 
many directors we have? Do you know what makes up 
our Executive Committee? Do you know that we have a 
Personnel Committee and a Finance Committee? Each 
Rodeo organization in the PRCA has their by-laws or statutes 
defining their make-up for their group as a non-profit (or 
some for profit). And they are all different. Some have no paid 
employees, while others have multiple paid employees. Next 
month I will give you more details about our association and 
others around the country.

Just a couple quick updates 
this month –

The museum committee, 
and myself, met with Mr. 
Peter Barton, Administrator 
of the Nevada Division 
of Museum and History. 
There is a possibility that 
Mr. Barton may have space 
for us, in conjunction 
with a re-located Nevada 
Historical Society facility 
in Downtown Reno, to 

house a year round museum until such time as our Reno 
Rodeo Museum proposed with the Legacy Project is complete. 
We would continue to have our display at the rodeo in 
conjunction with this temporary home. We will keep you 
apprised. 

The Facility Planning group intends to contract with Jeff Frame 
Architecture of Reno for preparing the artistic renderings 
and 3-D imagery of our concept plan. The goal is to have 
something to show at this year’s rodeo. 

We will once again be reviewing our Strategic Plan in the 
near future for updates and modifications which may have 
developed over the past couple years.      

BUY A BRICK
BE A PART OF RENO RODEO HISTORY

Create your message to be laser engraved
on one of the bricks that pave the pathway

next to the Cotton Rosser tribute statue 
in front of the Reno Rodeo office.

Choose from two sizes, 4” x 8” or 8” x 8”.

NEW PRICES FOR 2018
$75 for 1 line on a 4 x 8 brick

$175 for 3 lines on a 4 x 8 brick
$300 for 6 lines on an 8 x 8 brick

ORDER YOURS TODAY
Order forms are available
at the Reno Rodeo office 

or at claraa@renorodeofoundation.org
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Clara Andriola 
Executive Director

 FOUNDATION NEWS

Reno Rodeo Foundation 
Donates 25 Madame 
Alexander Dolls to Renown 
Children’s Hospital
The half a million dollars 
worth of new toys we 
distributed to over 5,000 
Northern Nevada children 
during the Christmas 
Holidays included beautiful 
Madame Alexander dolls.  
All of the new dolls had 
to be assembled and we 

discovered that 328 of them were missing wigs.  

What do we do with 328 beautiful new dolls without hair?  The 
idea was to contact organizations that serve children who are 
fighting an illness, including the Children’s Hospitals.

Renown requested 25 dolls.  A call to Dan Bybee, Reno Rodeo 
Association Team 355 Chair, resulted in Dan, Bob Girolamo, 
Mark Muñoz and his daughter, Cassidy, assembling the 
dolls – clothes, shoes, knitted cap, and display carrying case.  
Dan delivered the new dolls to Renown, and he shared how 
everyone’s contributions helped to get the job done. Cassidy’s 
leadership prevailed in making sure the dolls were correctly 
assembled due to the minimal doll experience of the other 
three on the crew. 

Special thanks to Judy Houseman and Trudy LaRue, friends 
of Sharon Smith and Linda Canavan, who knitted the special 
caps for these new dolls.  As of today these two wonderful 
ladies have knitted over three hundred doll caps.  We’ll soon 
be delivering more new dolls to Ronald McDonald House and 
will distribute all the remaining dolls to little girls, in the hopes 
of bringing them comfort.

Reno Rodeo Family a Valued Partnership
For several years many discussions have occurred to explore 
the possibility of creating an opportunity for representatives 
of the Reno Rodeo Association RRT (Recruiting, Retention 
and Training) Team and the Reno Rodeo Foundation to work 
together to share the great work of the Reno Rodeo Family, 
and to provide information for prospective Reno Rodeo 
membership.

It’s so wonderful to share that with the support of Bill Summy, 
Reno Rodeo Association 2018 President, Dr. Larry Frugoli, 
Reno Rodeo Foundation President and Chelsea Sidener-
Mitchell, Reno Rodeo Association RRT Team Chair this finally 
came to fruition.

On Monday, March 19, Violet Richards and Josh Zion, RRT 
Team representatives, and Clara Andriola, Reno Rodeo 
Foundation Executive Director, presented the opportunities 
to NV Energy employees.  Violet and Josh explained the 
benefits of Reno Rodeo membership, and played a great 
Reno Rodeo video to set the tone of excitement about the 

rodeo.  Clara provided information about how the annual 
financial contribution from the rodeo, and how the talent and 
committment of Reno Rodeo Association volunteers helps kids 
with extraordinary needs throughout Northern Nevada

Special thanks to Janelle Ordal, Reno Rodeo Association 
RRT Assistant Chair and NV Energy employee, for all of her 
support.  More presentations are being scheduled, giving the 
community a chance to truly understand the meaning of “Reno 
Rodeos for the Kids”.  Creating awareness by working together 
gives a strong voice of being one Reno Rodeo Family.

Dan Bybee, Team 355 Chair, and Cassidy Muñoz with four of the 25 dolls.

 Monthly Luncheons

Our luncheons are always tasty and provide an opportunity 
to find out what's going on with the Reno Rodeo, and with 
friends. However, when the office staff does not have an 
accurate count for Reno Rodeo Association lunches or dinners, 
it can cause problems with budget and seating space.

To help ensure that the count is correct, the Board of Directors 
set the following rules.

If you do not RSVP, but show up, you will be charged $40, as 
well as having to wait for available seating.

If you do RSVP, do not call to cancel, and do not show up, you 
will be invoiced for $40. 

If you need to cancel, please call and let us know. 

Guest price is $40 for each event.

RSVP by phone at 775.329.3877 ext 224
in person at the Reno Rodeo office
or by email at RSVP@renorodeo.com.
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 LETTER FROM THE QUEEN

Jenn Fisk 
Miss Reno Rodeo 2018

Hello everyone!

I wasn’t kidding when I said 
the spring was going to get 
busy and it’s living up to all 
my expectations and more!  I 
started March off with a trip 
to Texas; my first stop was in 
Boerne (just outside of San 
Antonio), where my parents 
live, and where I was joined 
by Ashley Espin. We spent a 
few days exploring the cute 
little town, splurging on 

vintage jewelry pieces from some amazing antique shops, and 
relaxing before the busy week ahead. We drove a few hours to 
Houston and began an exciting week working with the Cervi 
Championship Rodeo Company as pivot girls for the Rodeo 
Houston grand entry. Joined by current and past state queens 
and Miss Rodeo America 2016, Katherine Merck, we started 
each day with our normal routine. Feeding horses, cleaning 
pens, changing waterers, washing horses, and of course giving 
all our extra attention to the pen of baby bucking horses. 
Although, in a few years, they won’t be so keen for behind the 
ear scratches, for now it was something to look forward to each 
day. We had a few hours break that we spent wandering the 
different vendors and exhibit halls, but come early afternoon 
the group of us would saddle the ten black pivot horses; two 
palominos, ridden by Miss Rodeo America 2018 and Miss 
Rodeo Texas leading the grand entry; and a few pick up horses.

It wasn’t a rodeo trip without food, of course, and contestant 
hospitality did not disappoint us. Well fed, we rode into the 
NRG Stadium arena to warm up our horses. Let me tell you – 
no words could explain the incredible feeling of riding into a 
stadium, with more than 75,000 seats, where the Super Bowl 
was held just one year ago. Each of us was responsible for a 
different job throughout the rodeo. I was working with Miss 
Rodeo Wisconsin manning the gate of the alleyway. We helped 
run stock through and got to exchange smiles with all the 
artists performing after the rodeo. From One Republic, Keith 
Urban, Brad Paisley, Chris Stapleton, and my favorite – Garth 
Brooks. I’d say we got the best job. The best part overall was 
the final day of the rodeo when team Reno Rodeo won the 
Super Shootout! I was able to snag a picture with the 2017 
Reno Rodeo champions as they became 2018 Rodeo Houston 
Super Shootout champs, way to represent!

I learned so much from the other girls, and I am excited that 
I will see a few of them again soon on my trip to Kissimmee, 
Florida, for the Ram National Circuit Finals Rodeo. I am already 
counting down the days until next year, but I’m sure the time 
will fly by just as the last few months have.  I am especially 
looking forward to my photo/video shoot with Bliss Babe 
Magazine, and the kick off of the weekly trips to California, 
traveling with the Reno Rodeo committee to the rodeos that 
await us! 

Most importantly, the applications are now out for the Miss 
Reno Rodeo 2019 pageant, and I am SO excited for another 
young lady to enjoy an opportunity like this. Applications 
can be found on the Reno Rodeo website, so please share 
with anyone you think might be interested. Point them in my 
direction if there are any questions. 

I’m excited to experience the adventures to come. Be sure 
to follow along on the Miss Reno Rode Facebook page for 
frequent updates!

Until next time!

The Reno Rodeo team and winners of the Super Shootout at Rodeo 
Houston – the 2017 Reno Rodeo Champions.

“tagging” a Reno Rodeo sticker Miami, my horse for the week.

It's Rodeo Idol Time! 

A panel of Reno Rodeo judges will select a group of semi-
finalists to be voted on by you, the fans, on Facebook from 
April 3rd through the 20th. The top contestants will then be 
selected to take the stage for the final 
round of judging at The Nugget on 
May 4, 2018!

 This year, we’re also having a kids 
category. Kids 12 and under will be  
in this category!
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Mark Sutton

 WE ARE THE RENO RODEO - JANICE BROWN

When talking with Janice Brown, you soon realize that she is a 
lady who understands what she wants, and isn’t afraid to go 
after it.

Janice first rose to fame in in the mid-1950s when she was 
crowned Northern Nevada’s Aggie Queen at the University 
of Nevada, Reno (UNR). At the time she was a busy student 
concentrating on her studies in Biology and Zoology. “I 
had hoped to be a marine biologist someday, and when I 
graduated I even applied to Scripps, but 
apparently I was ahead of my time. Even 
though they had two openings, the 
department chairman didn’t think a 
woman belonged in the sciences,” Janice 
explained.

Soon after her victory as Aggie Queen, her 
mother encouraged Janice to run for Miss 
Reno Rodeo. She took her mother’s advice 
and ended up winning the first year she 
ran, in 1953. Janice still has her scrapbook 
that her mom assembled for her during 
that busy year, and it is an excellent 
reflection of all the fun she experienced 
serving as queen.

Shortly after her year as Miss Reno Rodeo, Janice traveled 
to Guam to live with her father who was working as a civil 
servant with the Navy. While there, she was able to land a job 
in the area of public works. “They offered me a two-year 
contract with Naval housing and all of my travel costs back to 
the states, so I thought it was a good deal.” Once her contract 
was complete, she spent time traveling through Asia before 
heading back home to Nevada.

Janice’s first stateside stop was in Las Vegas, where her mother 
lived, and she took a job with Bonanza Airlines in their Los 
Angeles office where she worked for three years. “I was an 

assistant office manager for charters. It was a small job with a 
big title.”

Janice always looked for “something more interesting” and 
held several different jobs before landing one of her favorites 
in 1974 working in the Student Services Department at UNR. 
She worked there for six years before transferring into the 
Department of Institutional Studies in 1980, where she worked 
for 21 years before retiring in 2001.

Since retirement, Janice has kept herself 
busy serving as the Treasurer for the 
Washoe Chapter of the Retired Public 
Employees Association; a position she 
held for nine years. In the last year, she has 
become re-involved with the Reno Rodeo 
thanks to Dellice Steadman. “Dellice heard 
me telling someone I was once Miss Reno 
Rodeo, and she insisted I start coming to 
the luncheons.” Janice has attended several 
luncheons, as well as last year’s holiday 
party, since that first meeting with Dellice.

Thanks, Janice, for being such an excellent 
ambassador for the Reno Rodeo! 

100 YEARS
100 STORIES

In partnership with Reno Rodeo Foundation and Reno Rodeo Association.
Supported by the City of Reno Government Arts

and Culture Commission, and the Nevada Historical Society.

The remaining live events 
will be held at the Nevada 
Museum of Art unless 
otherwise noted. Prices 
will be $8 for museum 
members, and $12 for 
non-members.
Times to be announced
at a later date.

2018 Schedule
April 14, 2018
July 18, 2018

Children’s Story Telling – Wingfield Park
Free to public

July 28, 2018
October 20, 2018
December 1, 2018

2018 Reno Rodeo tickets – available NOW

The 99th Reno Rodeo is right around the corner. Tickets are on 
sale. 

Group sales are picking up. If you know of anyone interested in 
group tickets, please contact  
tickets@renorodeo orsponsors@renorodeo.com. 
In person (no fees) - Lawlor Events Center 10am -5pm   
Monday through Friday

Online - (service fees apply)  
http://www.mynevadatickets.com/
Telephone - (service fees apply) via TicketsWest 
1 (800) 325 - SEAT (7328)

NO RODEO TICKET SHOULD COST MORE THAN $28 
BEFORE SERVICE FEES. 
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 COUNTDOWN TO 100

The stories for the Count Down to 100 are excerpts from  
A History – The First 80 Years, by Guy Clifton, Edited by Bill Price.

In 1958, the Reno Rodeo Association was celebrating its 25th 
anniversary. Ray Peterson was again the president and Jack 
Horgan was in charge of the parade. 
Glenn Ford was again the winner of 
the Silver Spurs Award and this time 
was in Reno to receive the honor. 
Lieutenant Governor Rex Bell was 
the grand marshal of the parade 
once again.  Gayle Shipley Newman, 
the 1957 Reno Rodeo Queen, 
handed off the title to Betty Chism.

For the first time, a reined stock 
horse competition was added, and 
competitors included Tom Marvel 
of Battle Mountain, Frank Borges, 
Marvin Jones, Don Porney, and Lee 
Revorse, among others.

The 1958 rodeo belonged to Texan 
Harry Tompkins, a multiple world 
champion in bull riding and all-
around. Tompkin won the bareback 
and bull riding competitions 
and was named the all-around 
champion. Tompkins was interviewed for the 50th anniversary 
of the Reno Rodeo and said he still had his championship saddle 
for winning the all-around. Other winners in 1958 included 
Marty Wood in saddle bronc, Guy Weeks in calf roping, and Carl 
Mendes in steer wrestling. The team roping champions were Hall 
of Famers Gene Rambo and John Rodriguez, Jr. Gordon Frazier of 

Nixon, a cousin to the great roper Levi Frazier, won the Nevada 
saddle bronc competition. More than $22,000 in prize money 

was distributed.

In 1959, the Reno Evening Gazette put 
out a special section dedicated to the 
rodeo, explaining the various events, 
rodeo-specific terms and even the hand 
signals used by the judges. The rodeo 
drew fans from around the country. Ted 
McDonald Productions of Hollywood 
filmed the rodeo for distribution to 
more than 300 television stations 
around the world. The Silver Spurs 
Award was presented to Fred MacMurry 
and the footage of the presentation 
was to be rushed to Hollywood for 
immediate distribution throughout the 
country.

Lieutenant Governor Rex Bell led the 
parade and visitors crowded the streets. 
A float sponsored by Harrahs featured 
figure skating champion Gloria Nord, 
who performed pirouettes and figure 

eights on the moving float. It was announced that champion 
cowboys would receive silver belt buckles donated by Newt 
Crumley. Nancy Vogt was the rodeo queen.

Gerald Davis won the steer wresting and the all-around 
championship. Harley May was saddle bronc champion, Bob 
Maynard won the bull riding, and Buddy Peak took the bareback 
title. Bronc Curry and Dale Smith captured the team roping title, 
and Bucky McCullar was the calf roping champion. The Nevada 
saddle bronc champion was John Welch of Battle Mountain.

Reno businessman Chick Bennett was in full Western regalia 
for the 1958 rodeo.

RRT Event Scheduled for Friday, April 13th

The Recruitment, Retention & Training Committee (RRT) is 
planning a big event for Wranglers and new recruits coming 
up in April! On Friday, April 13th, at 5:30 pm in the 
Members’ Bar, we will be hosting a Wrangler Appreciation 
and Recruitment Co-Event, with food, drinks, raffle prizes and 
live music! All Wranglers are invited, but we ask that members 
only attend if they are bringing a non-Rodeo member to recruit. 
More detailed information will be hitting your inbox and the 
RR Facebook page soon!

Just a friendly reminder to feel free to stop by the RRT table 
during our monthly membership luncheons to introduce 
yourself to our Wrangler guests!

Lastly, if you know of anyone who is interested in volunteering 
for this year’s Reno Rodeo, please remind them that the 
application deadline is quickly approaching!  The last day to 
turn in Wrangler Applications is Friday, April 20th. 

If you, or your company, have any questions, or would like 
more information about volunteer opportunities at the Reno 
Rodeo, please email chelsea@renorodeo.com.

Got your buckle yet? Do not wait too long!
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  BITS AND SPURS 

Bill Price

Hunting for the perfect mortgage... 

Meet Me At The Summit 

Summit Funding, Inc. NMLS ID# 3199  
 Branch NMLS ID# 1102858 

Your local home loan expert: 

Heather Creveling 

Sr. Loan Consultant/Sales Manager 
NMLS ID# 367453 

Reno: (775) 240-2010 | Elko: (775) 299-3939 
hcreveling@summitfunding.net 

www.summitfunding.net/hcreveling 

In last month’s Bits and Spurs we had the wrong dates for this 
year’s Kid’s Day. The correct date is June 17th. We hear there 
will plenty of activities for the kids again this year, including 
the Reno Rodeo Championship Mutton Bustin’, and the return 
of the Texas Longhorns. It’s on Father’s Day, so bring the kids 
out for a great day of fun.

Congratulations to soon-to-be grandparents Marjie and Bob 
Swiatek. Their daughter Marcy and her husband Zach are 
expecting their first child in early September. Marcy celebrated 
her bridal shower with friends and family at last year’s rodeo.

Treating your employees to a night at the rodeo is a great way 
improve employee morale and build camaraderie. Why not 
give it try. Contact ticket chair Colleen Schaar for group ticket 
pricing and availability.

Reno Rodeo has a new calendar girl. Sharon DeSimoni is the 
new “go to” person to make sure our rodeo calendar is up 
to date. Sharon is taking on this task to make sure all of our 
meetings and events are updated and accurate on the RIDE 
calendar, as well as in the BullSheet. Contact her with any 
additions or corrections.

Reno Rodeo will be advertising at the Reno-Tahoe 
International Airport again this year. If you’re traveling through 

the airport between April 19th and June 19th check out the 
Reno rodeo banners in the baggage claim area. Plus, we’re still 
working on other opportunities there.

We send our condolences to the family of Elmer Burks. Burks 
was a founding member of the Nevada Horseman’s Hall of 
Fame, and became an inductee in 1993. He was active in 
numerous horse related organizations, and at one time was a 
member of the Reno Rodeo Association.

We lost a second member of our Reno Rodeo family this month. 
Gary Derks passed away on March 21st. Gary was a valuable 
and respected member of the association. We would like to 
extend our deepest heartfelt condolences during this sad time.

PEOPLE DO WHAT YOU INSPECT...
     NOT WHAT YOU EXPECT
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  COWBOY TRUCK SHOW - INSTALLMENT 4

100 Year Anniversary Commemorative Coin

The Reno Rodeo has released a 100 year commemorative 
medallion struck at the historic Carson City, Nevada Mint.

The limited edition collectors' keepsake medallion has been 
cast as a silver coin, about the size of a half dollar, of .999 silver. 
It bears the historic CC mint designation. The striking dies will 
be archived at the mint. The medallion is being struck at the 
Number 1 press, the first major project of the refurbished mint 
celebrating its 150th year anniversary.

The coin will be available up to the Rodeo’s 100 year 
anniversary, and is now available for sale through the Reno 
Rodeo webstore: https://reno-rodeo.myshopify.com/
products/100-year-commemorative-medallion. 

Businessman's Steer Decorating

Businessman’s Steer Decorating is ready for you!

The application for this year’s BSD is active and online at

https://www.renorodeo.com/events/2018/
businessman-steer-decorating(2).
Registration prices have increased to $115 per team which can 
be paid online at the time of registration.  Don’t wait!  Register 
now to secure your place in this year’s event.  

For questions please contact bsd@renorodeo.com or 
call 775-287-0447.

Crystal Bacher
Businessman Steer Decorating Chairman

Robert Salois and his black Ram truck

Best Cowboy truck

Norm Shirey's cowboy truck

Greg Mason

Reno Rodeo Looking for Next Year's Queen

 Contestants must be between the ages of eighteen and 
twenty-four. Each will be judged in the categories of 
horsemanship, personality, appearance, speech, photogenics 
and knowledge over the 3-day pageant. 

The winner will be crowned Miss Reno Rodeo 2019 and will 
serve as the ambassador for the Reno Rodeo Association. The 
2019 Queen will receive a scholarship, custom saddle, and tack 
package, and other prizes valued over $4,000. 

If you, or someone you know, is interested, please reach out to 
Ann Quinn (775) 530-2235 or Andi Morency (775) 313-5105 
for more information. The application is posted on the Queen’s 
Page of the Reno Rodeo Website.

Members' Team Sorting Coming Up

A heads up to all you team sorters out there. This years 
association team sorting will take place May 19th, at Gondalfo 
Arena. Mark your calenars for another great Reno Rodeo event. 
Flyers and applications are available on RIDE and in the rodeo 
office. We only take 30 sorters, so get  your application in early. 
We had a great spectator crowd last year and would love to 
see another large crowd.

We have five more trucks to feature rounding out last year’s event. 
We’ll feature two in this issue – Best Cowboy truck won by Norm Shirey. 
His 1955 Ford flatbed seemed to epitomize our Nevada heritage. Best 
Ram truck won by Robert Salois. This black beauty really stands out!

Our final story will feature best Rodeo truck, Bonanza’s choice, and the 
People’s choice. Stay tuned!
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Carol Fiechtl-Steiger
Limited Edition Art Prints Chair

 HISTORY – RENO RODEO LIMITED EDITION ART PRINTS 

2006 “Tough Enough To Wear Pink”
I had decided that bulls would be my poster theme during my 
year as 2nd Vice President. Bulls have always been a favorite 
of mine and it had been some time since bulls were the 
feature subject. My early intent was to feature Cotton Rosser’s 

“Reindeer Dippin” as the bull. He was one of the nation’s top 
bulls prior to sustaining an injury from another bull in a pen. 
Reindeer Dippin had never been ridden up to his injury. 

I went through many photos with Fred Cornelius but could 
not come up with what we needed. Over a period of time, I 
met several artists and discussed what I was looking for in the 
way of the bull. I received some sketches, they were good but 
nothing that would turn your head. 

During one of our officer’s meetings, Mark Elston asked if I 
had picked my artist yet. Mark thought I would be interested 
in an artist he met at the Elko Cowboy Poetry by the name 
of Larry Bute. Mark gave me Larry’s card to contact him. The 
card went in my pocket for review at a later time. A few weeks 
later we were in the D Bar M Western Store looking around 
and surprisingly there was a display of Larry Bute’s works, 

glass etchings, and 
backgrounds. So after 
that, I made contact 
with Larry and met 
him at his ranch and 
studio west of Fallon. 
His work was quite 
impressive, as he 
was. Larry was also a 
cowboy, so that was 
a plus. It was fun and 
interesting to hear 
about his background, 
during his younger 
years, and becoming 
a western artist!

We discussed the 
bull I had in mind for the poster, and Larry agreed to do a 
preliminary that we could adjust later. When it was done I 
drove back out to Larry’s ranch, the preliminary was good but 
something was missing that I just couldn’t put my finger on. 

During that visit, Larry asked if we were doing any new 
projects for the Rodeo. I told him about the pink shirt night 
supporting the Wrangler “Tough Enough To Wear Pink” 
program for cancer awareness. I was quite excited about the 
program as we were already purchasing the pink shirts to 
sell. When I was ready to leave, Larry commented that he had 
an idea that he thought I would really like. When we met a 
few days later at the office he showed me the poster “Tough 
Enough To Wear Pink”. I could not have been more pleased!

Thank you, Mark Elston, for the contact, and Larry Bute, for the 
fine poster!

Written by Jerry David

2007, “The Foundation”
Kevin McKee, the 2007 Reno Rodeo president, said one 
night after a flag team practice a bunch of us were standing 
around talking when we looked out towards the south end 
of the arena. We saw two kids walking a horse towards us. We 
continued our conversation and when we looked back we saw 
Conor Bohach down on his hands and knees, while Mackenzi 
McKee was stepping up on his back to climb aboard the horse! 
From that moment, Kevin knew what he wanted for his 2007 
poster.

Mackenzi, daughter 
of Kevin McKee our 
2007 Reno Rodeo 
President, was 6, 
and Conor, son of 
Shannon Bohach, 
chair of the Flag 
Girl Committee, 
was 7 at the time. 
Today Mackenzi is 
a wrangler on the 
Flag Girl Committee, 
and Conor works 
for Cotton Rosser 
during the Reno 
Rodeo!

Maxine Caprioli-
Hight was chosen 
as the 2007 Reno 
Rodeo Artist of the Year. Kevin met Maxine at Powers Frame 
Works in the Franktown Corners shopping center. Kevin said 
Maxine was a 5 foot nothing little firecracker! Maxine said it 
was her dream to paint the Reno Rodeo Poster. 

Her Rodeo poster, which highlights the spirit of teamwork and 
youth, was among the most successful in Reno Rodeo history, 
McKee said. “She’s very approachable and outgoing,” McKee 
said. “She’s a fun lady to be around.” 

Maxine was born in Staten Island, New York, she received an 
Associate’s Degree in commercial arts from Centenary College, 
Hackettstown, New Jersey She worked as a commercial artist, 
as a professional picture framer, and in art restoration. She 
makes her home in Fallon, Nevada. 

During a 2007 interview with the RGJ, Maxine stated she 
is working on a collective grouping of paintings to depict 
Western life. She is afraid that with growth in the area a lot of 
ranching families are slowly disappearing. She has a need to 
paint these historical depictions of what life is, and was. Maxine 
stated, “I don’t want it to go away; I want a record of it all”.

Story told by Kevin Mckee
 with short clips from the RGJ.
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 HISTORY – RENO RODEO LIMITED EDITION ART PRINTS   RENO RODEO ASSOCIATION CHARITABLE GOLF TOURNAMENT

Reno Rodeo Association Golf Tournament Committee

Get your teams entered soon!
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE SECOND VICE PRESIDENT CANDIDATES

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE EXECUTIVE BOARD CANDIDATES

For me, the Rodeo requires year around commitment. I 
have taken initiative to learn our operations by serving 
on a broad range of committees — chairing sponsors and 
manpower/nomination. 
I will serve with dedication and passion.
I would be honored to have your vote for 2nd VP this April.

I’m Jim Neil, a Director, Co-Chair Finance Committee, Co-
Chair sorting event, and I'm on the Arena Committee.
My year-round involvement has given me a valuable depth 
of understanding of the rodeo operation. This experience, 
combined with 37 years in banking, will prove valuable to 
the committee as we continue growing our event. 

Dedicated to Reno Rodeo’s future by serving on various 
committees throughout the year and its Legacy as well by 
preserving its past for future generations.

My main objective is to continue improving the quality and 
excellent reputation of Reno Rodeo, not only as a rodeo, but 
as an American tradition. 
Reno Rodeo is filled with enthusiastic, talented volunteers. 
We need to focus more on training, developing, and better 
utilizing their skills, as well as being open to their ideas.

For 38 years I have been a proud member of this great 
organization. I have served on over half of our committees, 
chaired four committees, been the Secretary, and served on 
the Executive and Finance committees. I bring experience 
and reason to the table and hope I have earned your vote.

I look forward to continuing help guide Reno Rodeo 
to become the top outdoor rodeo in the country. I am 
passionate about the legacy project and supporting 
our local kids. I feel it is important and strive to keep 
transparent communication through out the association.

Honor, Integrity and Loyalty: These words continue to 
inspire me while I serve you and the association, now and 
in the future. Please read the postcard I’m sending out to 
discover why I’m running, and how I will operate as your 
officer. Thank you.

The Reno Rodeo is a proud organization, rich with history 
and tradition. Its people reflect an extraordinary spirit, 
and I consider it a privilege to be a part of this association. 
I want to help lead the RR into its next century, and this is 
why I am running for the Executive Committee.

I am running for the Executive Committee. I have been 
a member of the Reno Rodeo Association for 24 years, 
a director since April 2015, have served on over 20 
committees, have been a Parade Marshall since 2013, and 
Chaired or Co-Chaired 3 different Committees. 
If elected, I pledge to remain fully committed!

Terry Donshick

Paul Gordon

Jim Neil

Troy Gardner

Jim Lindsey

Doug Nicholson

Jenny Lesieutre

Josh Iveson

Mark Sutton

The spring election will be held during the luncheon on April 
19th, at the Nugget. The list of candidates is as follows:  2nd VP 
(1 to be elected) – Paul Gordon, Josh Iveson, and Jim Lindsey; 
Executive Committee(4 to be elected) – Terry Donshick, Troy 
Gardner, Jenny Lesieutre, Jim Neil, Doug Nicholson, and 
Mark Sutton; Director (4 to be elected) – Corey Bond, Heather 
Creveling, Dave Depoali, Nick Heathman, Lisa Mays, Chris 
Mulloy, Mell Peterson, Karen Riley, Mark Scott, and Justin 
Thomsen; and Past Presidents' Representative (1 to be elected) 

– Clint Wells.

 SPRING ELECTIONS

Doug Nicholson 
Manpower Chairman

Early voting will run from April 4th through April 18th. 

By the time you receive this, the Past Presidents will have 
hosted a candidates' forum. 

We have a slate of good, qualified, candidates who need your 
support. I want to thank each of the candidates for stepping 
up and wanting to take an even more active leadership role 
in this great organization. Good luck to each of you. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS CANDIDATES

I am a hard-working, dedicated member 
with 18 years of service to the association. 
I would make a great director. You would 
be hard pressed to find anyone more loyal 
to the association and the ideals we hold 
most dear. Having lived in Reno for 42 
years, I know this town inside and out.

I have been a member since last century! 
(1991) I have experience working a 
variety of committees and bring skills and 
ability to promote our “a-mays-ing equine” 
sport of rodeo.

I have a long-standing passion for the 
Reno Rodeo and all of its great traditions. 
With my experience as an assistant chair,  
I would be honored to take the next step 
as a Director and carry that legacy forward.

Corey Bond

Lisa Mays

Mark Scott Clint Wells

I want to be on the Board of Directors 
to become even more involved in 
making decisions, and helping grow our 
organization. I know I have a great deal 
of experience in business, and sales, and 
I have many skills to offer for the benefit 
of Reno Rodeo.   

I am dedicated and will do whatever is 
necessary to make sure that my efforts 
for this Association are done at the 
highest standards and have the greatest 
probability of success!!   

Heather Creveling

Chris Mulloy

As a 14-year member of RR I have seen RR 
grow to what it is today. With continued 
growth, we face many challenges to 
keep RR moving forward. With my 
personal  and professional  background, I 
believe as a Director I would be a great 
asset in making RR continue to improve 
each year.  

Professional experience and strengths 
to bring to the Reno Rodeo:  Employing 
marketing strategies to address the ‘digital 
age’ and keeping ‘youth engaged.’ Taking 
an active part in the RR planning process. 
Offering a broad knowledge of programs, 
policies, and plan implementation. 
Improving recruiting of volunteers/ 
increase member retention

As an Association, we need to remind 
ourselves of the legacy that has been built 
along the way, especially as we approach 
our 100th year!   Being mindful of our 
past, we need to move into the future 
by utilizing technology to streamline our 
operations while increasing transparency. 
Keep moving!

Dave Depoali

Mell Peterson

Justin Thomson

I can best serve the Reno Rodeo as a 
Director with my experience in finance, 
management, and business ownership. 
I currently serve as the Stalls Chair and 
want to use my skills to move the Rodeo 
forward while respecting the principles it 
is built on.

I joined the association in 2002, and 
became a member in 2005.   I think it’s 
important to keep the tradition of the 
western lifestyle and legacy of the Reno 
Rodeo alive and moving forward.  

Nick Heathman

Karen Riley

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
PAST PRESIDENTS' 

REPRESENTATIVE CANDIDATE

TWO MONTHS AWAY, YOU SAY?
THAT'S RIGHT, THE RENO RODEO IS 
JUST OVER TWO MONTHS FROM NOW!
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 1ST ANNUAL JUSTIN COWBOY CRISIS FUND BOWLING

The Reno Rodeo Association held it's First Annual Justin 
Cowboy Crisis Fund Bowling Tournament to raise funds for the 
Justin Cowboy Crisis Fund.

In an interview with SLO Horse News, Cindy Schonholtz, 
organization program manager, explains. 

"The Justin Cowboy Crisis Fund helps professional 
rodeo athletes sustain their families and get back on 
their feet after an injury while rodeo-ing. They don’t 
cover medical expenses, as the PRCA membership 
includes an accident policy to assist with that, but 
rather all the other expenses that come along with 
being ‘benched’ with an injury, making sure the 
athletes take the time needed.  They’ll help riders take 
care of their families, get other jobs, or go back to 
school and get a degree – all affirming their tag line, 

“A hand up, not a hand out.”

The event was a great success, with 21 teams turning out for all 
the fun! Reno Rodeo President, Bill Summy, opened the event 
with the first ball.

Awards included:

High Scoring Team of Craig Downey, Tom McCarthy, Mike 
Torvinen, and Bill Summy.

Low Scoring Team of Jana Tenpenny, Jessica Tenpenny, Delaney 
Bohach, and Shannon Bohach.

Individual High Score - Scott Casbarro

Individual Low Score - Delaney Bohach

Our Title Sponsor was Amerigen Power Solutions.
Other sponsors included:

PRCA, Montana Silversmiths, New West Distributing/
Coors, Grand Sierra Resort, and others.

Individual Hi Point 
Scott Casbarro

Hi Point Team 
Craig Downey, Tom McCarthy, Mike Torvinen, and 
Bill Summy

Lo Point Team 
Jana Tenpenny, Jessica  Tenpenny, Delaney Bohach, 
and Shannon Bohach

Individual Lo Point 
Delaney Bohach

Photo Credits Melissa Buttler and Fred Cornelius
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APRIL s 2018

MAY s 2018

Reno Rodeo Office 
4:30 pm Finance Com 
5:30 pm Executive Bd

Reno Rodeo Office 
4:30 pm Finance Com 
5:30 pm Executive Bd 

Reno Rodeo Office 
4:30 pm Finance Com 
5:30 pm Executive Bd 

NOM Committee 
RR Conf Room 
5:30 pm 

Reno Rodeo Office 
4:30 pm Finance Com 
5:30 pm Executive Bd
MUT meeting 5:30 pm 
Members' Bar

Reno Rodeo Office 
4:30 pm Finance Com 
5:30 pm Executive Bd 

Membership  
Lunch - noon -  
Silver Legacy
ID pictures will be taken
Bd of Directors 5:30 pm 
Tamarack Junction 

STA Committee  
meeting  5:30 pm 
Presidents' Room
MRR committee  6 pm 
Truckee Bagel - midtown 
 

Association Team 
Sorting  9 am 
Gondalfo Arena 

noon - Membership   
Luncheon Nugget 
ID pictures taken
Board of Directors 
5:30 pm location  
Tamarack Junction 

Miss Reno Rodeo  
2019 contestant  
orientation – 6 pm 
RR Office patio 

Queen committee 
meeting  6 pm 
Truckee Bagel - midtown

100 Stories Event 
Nevada Museum  
of Art - 5:30 pm 

100 Year Planning 
Reno Rodeo Office 
5:30 pm 

May Bullsheet stories due

Easter Sunday

Office Closed

June Bullsheet stories due

Miss Reno Rodeo 
2019  application  
deadline 5 pm
RRT event  
5:30 location TBD 

Memorial Day

NOM Committee 
RR Conf Room 
5:30 pm 

Golf Committee 
Coney Island 
5:30 pm 

100 Year Planning 
Reno Rodeo Office 
5:30 pm 



RENO RODEO ASS'N
P.O. Box 12335 
Reno, NV 89510 
(775) 329  -3877 X102 
www.renorodeo.com 
office open 8 -5 Mon -Fri 
closed May 28
RSVP for Luncheons or 
Dinners at:  
(775) 329- 3877 X 224 
RSVP@renorodeo.com

Don’t forget to download the Reno Rodeo App!
Visit your respective app store and search for 

Reno Rodeo. Download the free app. 
When you open the app for the first time you will be 

prompted to receive ‘push notifications’ please accept. 
These notifications will keep you up to date with rodeo 

news throughout the year. Thank you!
Please send comments to greg@gmaagroup.com  

We can make updates as necessary.
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Silver State
Wire &
Cable, Inc.
All your wire
and cable needs
Specializing in 
• Mil-spec wire
• Heat shrink tubing & boots
• Custom Cables

50 East Greg, Suite 113
Sparks, Nevada 89431

775-356-8969
Josh Lee

Always on the best horsepower.
– Silver State Wire & Cable owner Howard Weiss on a 1947 Harley, Guantanimo Naval Base, 1947.


