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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Ready for our Rodeo?
Yes we are. Everyone
is busy getting all the
details taken care of and
there are a lot of moving
parts. Phase Two of the
WIFI system has been
installed; we now have
full coverage of the
whole facility. Thanks
to everyone involved in
this process.
A group of us went to the Tucson Rodeo. They close
schools in the area on Thursday and Friday for the Rodeo.
In the morning they have kid’s events in the arena with
the Rodeo performance at 1:00pm. Best take away was
there unique set up in the grandstands for the sponsors,
maybe something we can do in the future here.
The Mustang Makeover horse pickup event was well
attended. Got a chance to talk with folks from the BLM
and some of the contestants. Nice group of people to

partner with.
The two day retreat with OnStrategy was this past week
at the Peppermill's board room. Our mission during these
two days was to produce a working document for the
association that will continue to guide us into the future
to provide the #1 Rodeo Experience in the Country. The
work shop was very productive and we should have
this document for everyone within the next two weeks.
Thanks to everyone who took the time to participate and
for being engaged in this process.
Take Care,
Scott Peterson
2016 President

Monthly Member Luncheons
Just a reminder that the cost for future luncheon
guests will be $30. This charge is due to rising costs.
We want to be sure we can continue to provide a
quality meal for our members and their guests.
Be sure to RSVP for each luncheon, too, via phone

(775) 329-3877 x224

2016 OFFICERS
The BullSheet is the official monthly publication for the
members of the Reno Rodeo Association. The MAP Committee
writes, edits, and secures advertising to make this possible.
To advertise contact Mark Sutton at msutton5355@
yahoo.com for details and opportunities.
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To submit an article, send it to Marjie Swiatek at dgmarj@
yahoo.com. Articles and photos should be emailed as
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to be considered for publication.
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GENERAL MANAGER’S MESSAGE
Ahh, April ... springtime
rebirth, renewal,
awakenings and fresh
new ideas in the air!
Committees are well
on their way (in some
cases ahead of schedule)
with this year’s rodeo
final prep. Elections will
soon be happening and
the Reading Roundup
program will commence as well. Among the changes for
this year is the Reno Rodeo parade moving to Mid-town.
We have been working with excited cooperation from
the city to make this happen!
And some of you may not have noticed or been aware
that in a few short years Reno Rodeo will celebrate its
100th birthday!! In preparation for this monumental
event, a group called the Legacy Committee was formed
to not only create an outstanding celebration during
this “century” year rodeo, but to provide a plan for the
continued forward movement of Reno Rodeo; its growth,
its direction, its focus on past, present and into the

PAST PRESIDENT'S REPORT
Election season is upon us. As
I write this, the ballot is not
out, but I am sure we will have
a good group of candidates as
always.
For all you Directors and Past
Presidents, the Past Presidents
will host a Candidate Forum
on Monday evening, April
11th, at Pinocchio’s upstairs
room starting at 6:00pm. All
you candidates – plan on
attending for questions and expressing your views. Also,
starting at 5:30pm, the Past Presidents will hold a brief
meeting, same date and place.
Please plan on voting if you are eligible to vote. Remember
you are voting for people to run and operate a five million
dollar business, so vote accordingly.
Clint Thiesse
2012 President

future! To this end, a group called On Strategy was hired
to help us chart a course of action. After meeting with
individuals over months to gain insight, and gathering
all kinds of statistical data and organizing this all into
a prospectus of sorts, we then met with them in a two
day retreat to better formulate a final plan of attack
and list of goals to bring to the Board of Directors this
month. A 5-year timeline is the current benchmark
for these accomplishments. There have been artistic
renderings made in order to develop a better arena
layout to include new grandstands and improve all that
we currently have, (including parking lot upgrades,
etc.) making our footprint bigger and better! Also in
the works is the addition of a grand new entrance and
museum! We are enthusiastic about improving the flow
for people and animals and creating an enhanced fan
experience, from watching the rodeo, to shopping for
memorabilia items, to participating in the fun & games
we provide.
The future does indeed look very bright for Reno Rodeo.
I hope you all will join myself and your brothers and
sisters in this great group in order to make it happen!
George Combs
General Manager

BRANDING ROOM 2016
The Branding Room is back! We are thrilled to offer
the Reno Rodeo Branding Room again in 2016, have
expanded and are ready to offer the best in exclusive
VIP dining and viewing for the 2016 Reno Rodeo.
If you didn’t have a chance to see our VIP Branding
Room in 2015, you certainly don’t want to miss it
in 2016! Seating has been expanded from 80 per
night to 120. Branding Room Packages are sold to
minimum groups of 10.
$100 per person includes exclusive and elevated
dining experience before Reno Rodeo complete with
drink tokens, live entertainment, photo booth and
marketing opportunities, ticket to the performance,
big screen shout-out during the rodeo performance,
and parking. Private groups will receive elevated
marketing and arena exposure. If you are interested
in experiencing the Reno Rodeo Branding room,
please contact us soon as space is filling up fast.
Contact Carrie Ann Rogers directly at 775-223-5403
for more information!

LETTER FROM THE QUEEN

The first weekend of March officially marks the start of
the 100 day Mustang Makeover Challenge! I was invited
to attend the pre-dinner media event at Pinocchio’s
Bar and Grill with all the trainers, BLM officials, and the
Mustang Makeover and Mustang Heritage Foundation
members. It was inspiring to visit with all the trainers

that came from as far as Arizona, Utah, and Idaho to pick
up their mustangs. 35 trainers picked up horses for this
year’s competition! I’m excited to watch the progress
of these animals with their trainers, all competing to
win the title of Extreme Mustang Makeover at the Reno
Rodeo this year. Jenny and her committee have done a
wonderful job organizing this year’s
event.
When I was in elementary school,
one of my favorite weeks of the
year was Reading Week. I was
so excited when my 2nd grade
teacher asked me to come give a presentation at this
year’s reading week. Francine generously lent me the
books that the Reading Roundup uses so I was able to
structure my presentation similar to the RR assemblies.
I shared with the students how important it was to read
and then I was able to read them the story Cowgirl Kate
and Cocoa.
I’m gearing up for the month of April and all the rodeos
that I will be attending. It will be a great month!
Eva Werschky
Miss Reno Rodeo 2016

2016 Buckles Now Available
Custom crafted and hand designed by Gist Silversmiths, this year's buckle
will be produced in a Limited Edition of 500 numbered buckles.
The bronze base has been silver and gold
electroplated. The oval buckle has an
edge of smooth beads and stars,
and there is a rope twist just
inside the edge. The Reno Rodeo
Logo on the left in silver & black
completes the Spur. The gold
2016 date is under the logo in the
center of the spur.
The three flowers on the buckle
all have sapphire stones.

o
WANTED

PAST MISS RENO RODEO QUEENS
If You Have Information
On Their Whereabouts
Please Contact
PASTQUEEN@RENORODEO.COM

o

My month started with
a guest appearance at a
National Charity League
Tea at Tiffany’s Event. The
organization asked me
to come to their annual
event and speak about
my journey as a young
lady, and the experiences
that I have gained from
being Miss Reno Rodeo.
NCL is a mother daughter
charity organization
that focuses on giving back to the community. It was an
honor to be able to share my story with such a lovely
group of women.

On the top right is a scroll with the motto “SPURRING ON THE WESTERN LEGACY”

The next buckle sale date is

240 unnumbered buckles will also be available this year, Custom crafted and
hand designed by Gist Silversmiths,

from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at the Reno Rodeo Office.

If you have questions, please call 250-7671 Deb, Thank You so much…

					

April 29th

LEGACY COMMITTEE
Well, the Legacy Committee, along with the Executive
Committee and several invited participants, completed
our two day retreat to begin the development of a Reno
Rodeo Strategic Plan for moving into the future. We even
had participation from RSLEC/RSCVA with Rhonda Leach
joining us for both days. It was well attended and a very
engaged group with lively discussion, ideas and input
from all. Some disagreements arose on issues and items,
but we left with a consensus of the direction Reno Rodeo
wants and needs to take.
We should have a workshop summary report and “draft”
Strategic Plan in a week or so. After final review and
edits, this will be distributed to begin our action process
of adoption, first by the Executive Committee, with final
acceptance by our Board of Directors and Past Presidents.
Some of the main points thoroughly discussed, which
were originally identified from the survey, included:
• Communication and Membership Engagement
• Foster partnerships with the Community – We hope to
have the month of June as “Western Heritage Month”

•

•
•
•

Foster better relationships with the Cities of Reno and
Sparks, Washoe County, surrounding communities,
the State of Nevada and particularly the RSLEC/RSCVA.
(A major step toward this was their interest in our
needs by having Rhonda in attendance.)
Preserve our heritage by keeping the Museum project
on the front burner and making it happen.
Prepare a very special event for our 100 Years of
Rodeo in Reno.
Enhance the rodeo experience of our audience,
visitors, sponsors, and participants by providing
improved, expanded and refurbished facilities. Our
goal is to have a new grandstand facility in place by
the 2020 Rodeo.

In order to make the above happen, it is going to take
a lot of effort, a lot of work and a lot of dedication from
many people. Let’s keep the momentum going. Moving
forward, the Legacy Committee will be meeting monthly,
immediately after the first Executive Committee meeting
of every month, beginning in April.
Clint Thiesse
Acting President

COUNT DOWN TO 100
One of the first great cowboys of the Reno Rodeo was
Jesse Stahl of California.
Stahl, an African-American, was considered one of the
great bronc riders of his day, but he seldom finished first
in any competition because of his skin color.
The Reno Rodeo was an exception.
Stahl was the steer wrestling champion in the first
Nevada Round-Up in 1919, took the bull riding title
in 1920 and ’21 and won bulldogging in 1921. Born
in Tennessee in 1883, Stahl moved to California as a
youngster and quickly took to rodeo events, particularly
bronc riding. Standing more than 6 feet and weighing
220, he was a gifted athlete who had a combination of
great strength and coordination. He had an amazing
ability to stay aboard virtually any bronc or bull.
“I saw him just once, but I still remember it,” said 92-yearold Thomas Fleming of San Francisco. “It was at a rodeo
in Chico, where I grew up. If you heard he was a cowboy,
you heard it right. He was one of the best.”
At a rodeo in John Day, Oregon, in the 1910s, the judges
gave Stahl second place after he clearly outperformed
the winning rider. Stahl responded to the snub by

again riding his bronc, but this time sitting backwards on
the animal. He would later perform the stunt at rodeos
around the country, including the Reno Rodeo. Stahl died
in 1938. He was conducted into the Cowboy Hall of Fame
in Oklahoma City in 1979.
The Reno Rodeo would not have taken place if it weren’t
for Charles W. Mapes, Sr. A cattleman, businessman and
civic leader, Mapes was one of the driving forces behind
the first Reno Rodeo and the trophy named in his honor
– the Mapes Trophy – became one of the coveted awards
in the rodeo’s history. The son of a Comstock pioneer
George Washington Mapes was born in Sept. 13, 1879
in Beckwith, Calif. A year before his parents established
their permanent home in Reno. From his early days he
was trained to rope and ride on his family’s extensive
cattle ranches in Nevada and California and he became an
expert horseman, a skill he displayed in the early days of
the rodeo.
The Mapes Trophy (which is on display in the President’s
Room) debuted in 1920 and honored the top Nevada
cowboy at each Reno Rodeo by having their name
engraved.
The stories for the Count Down to 100 are excerpts from “A History – The
First 80 Years” by Guy Clifton.

RENO RODEO FOUNDATION NEWS
Reno Rodeo Foundation Board Trustees Highlights
John Breternitz
Retired Construction Executive
John Breternitz retired from Q & D
Construction as the Executive Vice
President in 2007. He brings a wealth
of leadership experience to the
foundation. John served as a Washoe
County Commissioner as well as
participating on many local, state and
community boards. John serves on
the Reno Rodeo Foundation Finance Committee and is
currently leading the Foundation’s ad hoc committee
with the Western Folklife Center and Artown. John
also serves as the Reno Rodeo Foundation Rhythm &
Rawhide Sponsorship Committee Co-chair.

has received, and maintained, some of the highest
ratings in judicial performance evaluations. Throughout
all of his endeavors he works tirelessly, not only on his
own caseload, but has served on more than a dozen
commissions and committees to improve the efficiency
and effectiveness of the judiciary. Justice Parraguirre
is committed to working diligently as a Reno Rodeo
Foundation Trustee to serve children and families in need
as well as from a deep desire to preserve our western
heritage. Justice Parraguirre serves on the Reno Rodeo
Foundation ad hoc committee with the Western Folklife
Center and Artown.

Sharon Smith
Retired Accounting/Banking field, Reno Rodeo Association Member

Debby is a native Nevadan and is
very proud of the Northern Nevada
community and continuously
looks for ways to give back. She
has volunteered and served
on several different board and
community organizations. Most
recently she finished her term as
the Chairman of the Board of Directors for the Nevada
Women’s Fund and will serve as Immediate Past Chair
in 2016. In 2006 Debby began working with the Reno
Rodeo Foundation’s Denim Drive. When she arrived at
Nevada State Bank in 2010 she was able to expand the
partnership to include the Northern Nevada rural areas.
It was Debby who helped start the campaign “What’s
collected in each county, stays in each county”.
A practice that continues today. Debby serves as the
Reno Rodeo Foundation Community Grants Chair.

Sharon and her husband Rod moved
to Reno in 2001, making Washoe
Valley their home. Sharon and Rod
have traveled and lived in many
places during Rod’s tenure at Chevron,
including an overseas assignment in
Russia. Since retiring Sharon actively
supports the community, volunteering
with several organizations, including being a bartender in
the Sponsor tent during the Reno Rodeo. Sharon, along
with Linda Canavan, is dedicated to making sure the
Kids Kloset is fully stocked and organized for the foster
children served by the Foundation. Sharon is worthy
of the world title frugal shopper extraordinaire and
understands the responsibility of being a good steward
of the Reno Rodeo Foundation’s donor dollars. She is
constantly looking for sale/clearance prices to stretch the
precious financial donations we receive during the Denim
Drive, while always ensuring the quality is still maintained
for the kids. Sharon offers a tremendous amount of her
time, along with Linda Canavan, to keep new clothes
available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year to infants,
children and teens in our community.

Ron Parraguirre
Honorable Chief Justice Nevada Supreme Court

Laura Tadman
Purchasing and Contracts Administrator City of Carson

Debby Herman
Senior Vice President of Nevada State Bank

Honorable Chief Justice Parraguirre
is a fourth generation Nevadan and a
second generation judge. His family
emigrated from the Basque country
to western Nevada in the 1870’s to
ranch the country south of Carson
City. Since 1991, Judge Parraguirre

Laura Tadman, Certified Professional
Public Buyer, is the Purchasing and
Contracts Administrator for the City
of Carson. Laura has lived in Reno
for over ten years and is an active
member in the community. She
serves on boards and commissions to

FOUNDATION NEWS

continued

offer her time and talent to strengthen the profession of
purchasing as well as making our community a better
place. Laura serves as the Reno Rodeo Foundation
Treasurer and is the Reno Rodeo Foundation Finance
Committee Chair.

•

Jeff Turnipseed
President Tectonics Design Group

•

Jeff Turnipseed moved to Reno in
1985, graduating from Douglas High
School and receiving his degree
in Civil Engineering from UNR. He
is one of the founders of Tectonics
Design Group that began in 2006.
He served as the President of Nevada
Bighorns Unlimited and is an active
member in our community, including being the Past
Vice-President of Reno Continental Little League. Jeff
serves as the Reno Rodeo Foundation Rhythm &
Rawhide Marketing Co-chair.

Reno Rodeo Foundation Composition

•
•

A total of Fifteen Board of Trustees
Officers: President, Vice-President/Treasurer &
Secretary serve a two year term

•
•

Trustees serve a three year term with a maximum of
three terms
Minimum of five members or directors of the Reno
Rodeo Association
Immediate past President of the Reno Rodeo
Association serves a one year term
Current President of the Reno Rodeo Association
serves as a non–voting member

A Symphony of Collaboration Brings a Harmony of
Community Benefits
The Reno Rodeo Foundation is excited to share the
resurrection of Rhythm & Rawhide, presented by Don
Weirs’ Reno Dodge. Visit RenoRodeoFoundation.org
and click on Events to learn more about the May 20th
experience you’re sure to enjoy. We look forward to
seeing you at this foot-stomping event. So, don’t sit on
your spurs, round up and corral your reservation today!
On July 21st Artown and the Reno Rodeo Foundation
present: the National Cowboy Poetry Gathering on
the Road at Bartley Ranch. Watch for the Reno Rodeo
member discount with ticket presale on April 1st.
Clara Andriola
Executive Director

BITS AND SPURS
J We had forty entries for this year’s Rodeo Idol
competition. Twenty have been posted on Facebook for
voting, which will take place through April 15. The top
ten, plus potentially 1 or 2 judges’ picks, will perform on
stage at Gilley’s in the Nugget on April 27th. Check out
Reno Rodeo’s page, and vote for your favorite. You may
be surprised who you see there.
J Thanks to the efforts of the Bauserman Group, and
our social media guru Callie Crawford, we have hit 9000
followers on Instagram. That’s more than Rodeo Salinas,
Rodeo Austin and the Pendleton Round-Up.
J We’re still holding on any concert announcement.
Cumulus radio is still negotiating with two acts, either
one would be a great concert. They tell us the decision is
close. Stay tuned.
J We’re hearing lots of good things about the recent
Strategic Plan meeting.
J On a sad note our condolences go out to Butch Van
Leuven who lost his father in early March. I’ve attached
Butch’s Facebook posting below, which shows a sense

of pride, not only about his father, but also about the
generations before us that helped mold our America and
preserve our freedom.
“Friends, Yesterday my Dad passed away at 93 years
old. What a journey he had!! Those of you who knew
Wes have heard the stories about the kid from the
Plains of Oklahoma to Victorville, CA during the dust
bowl to pick Oranges. Off to Europe flying P-38 & P-51
during WWII. As I was to find out later he flew from
sunrise to sunset on D-Day up & down the beaches
of Normandy, which brought tears to his eyes!
These Men & Women were truly from “The Greatest
Generation”!! We have so much to learn from them
and I was so blessed to have one of them for a Dad.
So Major, fly high and fast with God’s speed and may
God Bless You on your next mission!!”
Bits and Spurs is a regular feature in the BullSheet. If you
have announcements, celebrations, or other news, please
submit them to dgbill@yahoo.com for review.

MANPOWER/NOMCOM
Member Photos:

Cattle Drive:

If you are unhappy with your current Membership Badge
photo or need a new one because the last one was
taken when you were 18 – Terry Donshick will be taking
photo’s at the April luncheon. The date and location can
be found in this publication. If you are unable to make
that luncheon, you will have another opportunity at the
Mandatory Wrangler Meeting. Date and location to be
determined and will be sent to all. Look for Terry at a
table at the entrance of the event!

Once again the Nominating Committee will be assisting
the Cattle Drive in lining the streets & holding the ropes
to welcome the drive into town on the Thursday prior to
rodeo in June. We will meet at Gate 3 (Sutro & Oddie) at
11:30 am. If you are available – please send an email to
Manpower@renorodeo.com with Cattle Drive in the
subject line.

Committee Changes:
If you are interested in moving to or volunteering for
another committee,
please submit an email
request to Manpower@
renorodeo.com or
contact anyone on the
Nominating Committee
(phone numbers listed
herein). This request
does not mean you
will automatically be
moved, however your
request will be reviewed
and every effort will be
made to accommodate
your request.
The following
committees have asked
for additional personnel:
Admissions
Administrative
Assistance
Public Parking
Contestant Parking			
Bartenders
Sponsors (Branding
Room)
Specialty Sales
Count Team (Runners)
Exhibit Hall/Vendors –
need 6 sign twirlers!
Most all committee’s are
in need of personnel –
so step on up!

PS: There will be some whooping and hollering involved!

Committee Chairmen:
Please let the Nominating Committee know of any
changes required to your rosters. If you need additional

MANPOWER/NOMCOM

continued

personnel, let us know how many folks are needed
to round out your rosters. New Wranglers will
be assigned where needed. Remember…the
squeaky wheel gets the grease! Send requests to
manpower@renorodeo.com or contact Sharon
DeSimoni at Sharon.rodeo@gmail.com or Chelsea
Sidener at cmsidener@hotmail.com.

Director:

Election:

Early/absentee voting will be available in the Reno
Rodeo business office beginning at 9:00 April 7th, 2016
and continuing through close of business on April 20th.
Should you need an absentee ballot, please contact the
Nominating Committee at manpower@renorodeo.
com early, as your ballot will not be counted if received
after April 20th.

The annual election will be held on April 21 , 2016.
Voting starts at 11:30 at the Grand Sierra Resort as
previously reported in the February, 2016 BullSheet.
th

The Nominating Committee presented the proposed
ballot to the Executive Committee for approval at the
March 22nd Executive Committee meeting.

Robert Anderson
Dave Depoli
Michael Efstratis
Jim Foster
Ken Miner
Mark Scott

Nominating Committee Members:

The following Members/Directors and/or Officers will
be on the ballot for the annual election:

Chelsea Sidener:

2nd Vice President: Mike Torvinen

Michael Efstratis:

Past President Representative to Executive
Committee: Bill Price

Paul Gordon:

Executive Committee:

Stewart Friant:

Robert (Bob) Cose
Troy Gardner		
Josh Iveson
Bill Johnson
Doug Nicholson
Steve Teserio
Greg (Lightening) Williams

Melvin Buell
Gary Derks
Dan Ehorn (Incumbent)
Rich Miller (Incumbent)
Rich Pettinari
Howard Weiss (Incumbent)

Don Crank:
Gary Jackson:
Sharon DeSimoni:

cmsidener@hotmail.com
mikejr@tcnev.com
gordo3205@sbcglobal.net
donsauto@sbcglobal.net
swabarter@gmail.com
gd.jackson2000@gmail.com
Sharon.rodeo@gmail.com
Sharon DeSimoni
Manpower/NomCom

“I LOVE THIS BAR” MONTHLY GATHERINGS HELP PROMOTE THE LEGACY PROJECT!
The “I Love this Bar” monthly gatherings are held on
the last Monday of each month from 4:00pm – 7:00pm
and hosted by local establishments that carry the Reno
Rodeo Legacy Vodka. By attending any of these events
you will be supporting the future of the Reno Rodeo;
partial proceeds from the sales of Reno Rodeo Legacy
Vodka benefits the Reno Rodeo Legacy Project to
improve and upgrade our Reno Rodeo Facilities which
will provide higher quality ADA accessible amenities and
start planning for a Rodeo/Western Heritage Museum
that celebrates our rodeo and our area’s rich ranching
history and western lifestyle.
The January and February “I Love this Bar” monthly
gatherings were held at Pizza Reno and Lucke’s in Reno.
The turn out was fantastic and just like the previous
events, a great time was had by all! A huge thank you
goes out to our January and February hosts (wh, by the

way, are two Reno Rodeo Past Presidents), Bob Martini
(Pizza Reno) and Mike and Wynn Lucke (Lucke’s Saloon).
Both venues offered some fantastic drink specials
highlighting our Reno Rodeo Vodka and there were some
really exciting raffle prizes given out throughout the
evening.
Be sure to look for updates on where we will be having
upcoming gatherings by either following the Reno
Rodeo Facebook page or through email blasts just prior
to each event. This is a great networking event and a
really great opportunity to introduce new people to the
Association – be sure to bring a friend or two!
The date and location for the April gathering is:
Monday, April 25 from 4 pm to 7 pm at Paddy & Irene’s
Irish Pub, 906 Victorian Avenue, Sparks
Jenny Lesieutre
Director

INTRODUCING THIS YEAR'S CANDIDATES
Running for a position on the Executive Committee are:
Bill Johnson

Bob Cose

I am running for re-election to the
Executive Committee. I have enjoyed
seeing growth in our membership both
in numbers and in leadership. I look
forward to the future of Reno Rodeo and
pledge to assist our Association in its’
Strategic Plan. Please Vote!

I have been with the Association over
16 years. Since being a Director, I have
observed almost all regularly scheduled
Executive Committee meetings. I feel
I can provide a fresh set of eyes and
unbiased opinion to the issues presented
to the Executive Committee.

Troy Gardner

Josh Iveson

I will provide a fresh and energetic
“HONOR, INTEGRITY, AND LOYALTY” Three
voice to the Executive Committee. I am
reasons you should elect JOSH IVESON
committed to the strategic plan, legacy
for the Executive Committee.
project and the growth of Reno Rodeo.
Thanks for the Support.
I will champion the recognition of the
dedicated volunteers, our greatest asset.

Running for Director are:
Rich Miller

Gary Derks

Ken Miner

Robert Anderson

For over 15 years I have been active
in the Rodeo. I Chair the Emergency
Management Committee, serve as the
Safety Officer for the Rodeo, and have
written the Emergency Operations,
Evacuation, and Safety Plans. I have
served on Policy and Procedures, Security,
Admissions, Vendors, Stalls, and Parade
Committees. I have the time, dedication,
experience, and commitment it takes to
be an outstanding Director.

Hi, I’m Ken Miner. I’m a 4-year member
currently on Finance and assistantchair of the Admissions Committee. I
also work the Drill Team, Parade and
Special Kids Rodeo. I’m a 40 year Reno/
Sparks resident and served 10 years on
the Board of Directors for HSI/WARC. I
would appreciate your vote!

I am Co-chair of the Admissions
Committee, and I’m running for Director
of the Reno Rodeo Association. I’ve
been involved with the Reno Rodeo for
over 12 years including the Drill Team
Competition, Parade, Denim Drive and
Club 355. I have 2 service awards and an
award of merit.

I have been an active working member since
1989 the last 27 years and was awarded “Award
of Merit” buckle in 1994. I was elected to the
Board of Directors in 2004, and have been an
active working Director for the last 12 years.

incumbent

I have also been Co-Chairman of the Reno Rodeo
Security Committee for 17 years.

Michael Efstratis

Dave Depoali

Mark Scott

Melvin Buell

No copy submitted.

No copy submitted.

No copy submitted.

No copy submitted.

INTRODUCING THIS YEAR'S CANDIDATES
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Running for a position on the Executive Committee are:

Greg "Lightning"
Williams

Steve Teserio

Doug Nicholson

I’ve been a Member/Director since 1981. Security,
By-Laws, National Sponsors, Parade and Manpower/
Nominating are the committees I’ve chaired or cochaired. I’ve served on Finance and the Executive
Committee as well as having been elected Secretary.
I hope that the knowledge I bring, along with my
commitment are enough to earn your vote.

By voting for me to serve on the Executive Committee,
you are voting for focus on the success of the RENO
RODEO and our Legacy Plan’s moving forward. Serving
on the Executive Committee for six terms has given
me the experience necessary to continue in a positive,
constructive manner. I am hopeful that you recognize
my commitment to the RENO RODEO.

Thank you to everyone who endorsed me in our most
recent election. For the past seven months I have
been completing the remainder of an officer's two
year term and must stand for election again. Being a
member of the Executive Committee has
re-ignited the "Reno Rodeo Fire" that has been
smoldering in my brain. I would appreciate your
continued support.

Running for Director are:
Dan Ehorn
incumbent

Jim Foster

Rich Pettinari

I am seeking re-election to the
Board of Directors. You can continue
to count on me to be a voice for our
Members, seeking all information we
need to make informed decisions. I
am a Director who is committed to our
continued success. I sincerely hope you’ll
vote for me.

My name is Jim Foster. I am running for
Director. I have been a member of the
association since 2014. I am involved
with five different committees and
believe my time in the Association and
my past and present involvement has
given me a perspective that can benefit
the Rodeo as we move forward.

I have been a member of the Association
since 2011. Being involved with a
handful of committees allows me to
witness many aspects of what makes
the Reno Rodeo run. I am running for
Director because I believe I can make a
valuable contribution to the direction of
the Association.

o
DEADLINE

Miss Reno Rodeo 2017
Deadline to accept Miss Reno Rodeo 2017
applications is April 15, 2016 s Applications are
available at www.renorodeo.com
or contact heather@renorodeo.com

Howard Weiss
incumbent

I started Whitmor/Wirenetics in 1959 and
grew it to a $40,000,000.00 dollar company.
I am the Past President of the American
Quarter Horse Association (357,000
members), the Pacific Coast Quarter Horse
Racing Association, and the Pacific Coast
Quarter Horse Association, the largest
statewide groups in the United States.
I have worked with the California legislature
on horse legislation. ThisI have the type of
experience we need to move the Rodeo
forward.

Comstock Equine Hospital Horse Expo 2016
Sat, May 21 i 10 am - 2pm i Bartley Park
featuring Paul Barnes
Cutting & Reined Horse
Judge
Vendors i Interest
GroupssDemos i Food
Proceeds Benefit The
Reno Rodeo Denim Drive

SPONSORS
Thank you to all committees and chairs for their
continued work to improve sponsor opportunity and
to collaborate to enhance our sponsor experience and
to make our rodeo stronger and more viable through
mutually beneficial partnerships. As we fast approach
rodeo, please be sure to notify the Sponsor Committee
if you need assistance or even if you come up with ideas
of things we can work on for future years. The best time
to dream up sponsor needs is in the middle of the action!
A special thank you to all on the Sponsor Committee
who have been working very hard to ensure our Sponsor
needs are met. So many volunteers have stepped up this
year to take on greater responsibility and their positive
impact is deeply appreciated. As with many committees
and volunteers, so much goes on behind the scenes. It
is truly an inspiration to see all we can accomplish when
moving the same direction.
If you or someone you know is interested in being a
sponsor, here is a short list of some of the remaining
sponsorship we have available:
• Golf Tournament Lunch- $5,000
• Wreck of the Night-$5,000

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Leaderboard Sponsor- $6,000
Replay Sponsor-$7,000
Contestant Hospitality -$19-30,000
Wrangler Network-$14,000
Chuck Wagon- $25,000
Revised Chute Gate Sponsorship-$14,000
Step and Repeat- $12,000
Queen Sponsorship- $16-25,000
Coloring Book Sponsor- $5-15,000
and many many more that start $1500

RRT
Thank you to all who attended our first official
Educational Training for Reno Rodeo as part of RRT on
March 14th at the Reno Rodeo Office. We had roughly
20 people in attendance and the results and discussion
were positive. If you have more ideas on items you’d be
interested in learning more about, RRT wants to hear
about them. Please email ideas to Sharon DeSimoni at
Sharon.rodeo@gmail.com. We will be working on
upcoming programming soon! continued on P 15

Hunting for the perfect mortgage...

Meet Me At The Summit
Your local home loan expert:

Heather Creveling
Sr. Loan Consultant/Sales Manager
NMLS ID# 367453
Reno: (775) 240-2010 | Elko: (775) 299-3939

hcreveling@summitfunding.net
www.summitfunding.net/hcreveling
Summit Funding, Inc. NMLS ID# 3199
Branch NMLS ID# 1102858
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1
Team 355 Shoe
Distribution Set Up
8 am South Exhibit Hall

Team 355 Shoe
Distribution
9 am
South Exhibit Hall

3

4

RR Office
4:30 pm Finance Com
5:30 pm Executive Bd
6:30 pm Legacy Update

5

6

Absentee Voting
begins - 9:00 am
RR Office

Team 355 Shoe
Distribution
7:30 am
South Exhibit Hall

2

7

8

9

14

15

16

10

Policy & Procedures 11 NOM Election Prep
5:30 pm RR Office
5:30 pm
Kitchen Table
RR Office Conf Rm
5:30 Past Presidents and
6:00 Candidates Forum
Pinocchios on S. Virginia

12

13

17

18

19

20

Membership
Luncheon & Election
12 noon
GSR - Silver State Rm
Board of Directors
5:30 Doc Bar

21

22

23

27

Chairmen's Meeting 28
5:30 pm at Pinocchio's

29

30

RR Office
4:30 pm Finance Com
5:30 pm Executive Bd

Bullsheet Stories
due for March

24

S

Policy & Procedures 25 MRR Contestant
5:30 pm RR Office
Orientation at 6 pm
Kitchen Table
RR Office Conf Rm
RR Legacy Vodka
"I Love This Bar"
4 pm- Paddy and Irene's

M
1

T
2

8

Policy & Procedures
5:30 pm RR Office
Kitchen Table

9

15

Mutton Bustin'
Commttee 6:00 pm
President's Room

16

26

Reno Rodeo Idol
Competition
8 pm at Gilley's
the Nugget

MAY s 2016
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SKR Meeting
4
5:30 pm President's Room

5

6

7

RR Office
10 NOM Mandatory 11
4:30 pm Finance Com
New Wrangler Meeting
5:30 pm Executive Bd
6:30 pm Legacy Update

12

13

14

Membership
19 Rhythm & Rawhide 20
Luncheon/Sponsors &
6 pm
Media Badges
Downtown Reno Ballroom
12 noon
Atlantis - Paradise A-D
Bullsheet Stories

8:00 am
21
Members Team Sorting
Gondolfo
Comstock Equine
Hospital Horse Expo
10 - 2 pm Bartley Park

NOM Badges
5:30 pm
RR Office Conf Room

17

18

due for April

22

29

Policy & Procedures
5:30 pm RR Office
Kitchen Table

23

30

RR Office
4:30 pm Finance Com
5:30 pm Executive Bd

24

31

25

26

27

28

EXTREME MUSTANG MAKEOVER 2016
For the second
year in a row,
the Extreme
Mustang
Makeover will
return to the
Reno Rodeo as
a Special Day
Event on June
18-19, 2016 and
the competition
has begun!
Reno Rodeo hosted a media event on Thursday, March
3rd to welcome the selected trainers and allow the
press access to them prior to them picking up their
horses on March 4-5. There has already been some great
press about the Reno Rodeo and this event; several
local trainers are being followed by local media outlets
to report the progress of these teams as they worked
toward show time. In addition, if you are a Facebook user,
the BLM–Nevada set up an events page where you can
follow the trainers and see updates on the trainers
and horses.

A little overview for those of you that aren’t familiar with
this event, through a partnership with the Bureau of
Land Management’s Wild Horse and Burro Program, that
the Mustang Heritage Foundation, the Extreme Mustang
Makeover event was created in order to recognize and
highlight the value of Mustangs through a national
training competition. These events give the public a
unique opportunity to see the results of wild horses
becoming trained mounts. Each event showcases the
beauty, versatility and trainability of the rugged horses
that are housed in Bureau of Land Management offrange corrals.
This year, trainers will compete for approximately
$25,000 in cash and prizes while displaying the
trainability of American Mustangs in hope of finding
a suitable adopter. With a little more than 100 days to
bond with, gentle, halter break and saddle train the
Mustangs before the June competition, the race is
on! Thirty-five (35) trainers from AZ, CA, ID, NV and OR
picked up their horses – basically double the trainers
that picked up last year! The horses they received
are all Geldings, 6-years of age and come from Herd

MUSTANG MAKEOVER

continued

Management areas throughout
CA and NV; these horses were
pre-selected, by the BLM, to
meet equal criteria and they
were paired up with the trainers
through a random draw process.
Sadly for the trainers they don’t
get to keep the horses - after the
competition, all the competing
Stormy Mullins of the
mustangs are offered to the
Mustang Heritage
Foundation looks on as
public for adoption through a
a BLM employee (and
competitive
bidding process that
a long-standing Reno
often is as exciting as the actual
Rodeo Association
Member) places a halter
competition! If you missed last
on a wild horse, for the
year’s event, be sure to mark
first time ever, just prior
to loading it up into one
your calendar, tell some friends
of the trainer’s trailers on
and attend the FREE event to
March 4th.
see first-hand why the Extreme
Mustang Makeover events are the most talked about
competitions in the equine world!
Jenny Lesieutre
Director

SPONSORS

continued

Tickets for Reno Rodeo day at the Aces, June 2, will be
available for purchase through the Reno Rodeo office
starting now. For every ticket purchased, Reno Rodeo
will earn $6+. We would love to see all Reno Rodeo fans
at the ballpark! We will be having pre-game activities.
More news to follow! Get your ticket today!
Carrie Ann Sattler

Save these Dates
April 15
April 21
April 27
May 20
May 21
June 2
June 4
June 14
June 15
June 16
June 16-25
June 18-19

Last Day to Vote for Rodeo Idol on Facebook
Rodeo Association Elections
Rodeo Idol at Gilley's at the Nugget
Rhythm & Rawhide
Team Sorting
Reno Rodeo Day at the Reno Aces
Golf Tournament
BSC Calcutta
Pre-Rodeo Concert
Extreme Bulls
Reno Rodeo
Extreme Mustang Makeover

SilverState
State
Always on
on the
the best
besthorsepower.
horsepower. Silver
Always
SilverState
StateWire
Wire&&Cable
Cableowner
ownerHoward
HowardWeiss
Weissonona 1947
a 1947
Harley,
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Naval
Base,
1947.
–– Silver
Harley,
Guantanimo
Naval
Base,
1947.

Wire&&
Wire
Cable,
Cable,Inc.
Inc.
AllAll
your
wire
your
wire
and
cable
needs
and
cable
needs

Specializing
in in
Specializing
• Mil-spec
wirewire
• Mil-spec
• Heat
shrink
tubing
& boots
• Heat
shrink
tubing
& boots
• Custom
Cables
• Custom Cables
50 East Greg, Suite 113
50 East
Greg,89431
Suite 113
Sparks,
Nevada
Sparks, Nevada 89431

775-356-8969
775-356-8969
Josh Lee
Josh Lee

Don’t forget to download our App.
Go to your respective app store and search for Reno Rodeo. Download
the app. When prompted to determine if you want to receive “push
notifications” please accept. Then enter your email address in the
space provided. Thank you.
Please send comments to: greg@gmaagroup.com We can make
updates as necessary.
And follow us on social media:

RENO RODEO ASSOCIATION
PO BOX 12335
RENO, NV 89510

Dear (First Name)
Chances are this isn’t your first Reno Rodeo as a
volunteer.
There is a good reason why our volunteers come back,
and that’s because being part of this association is
fulfilling, exciting and rewarding.
It amazes me that a nineteenth century critic and
journalist Alphonse Karr could foretell of the Reno
Rodeo. “The more things change the more they stay
the same,” he is famously quoted. He must have been
thinking about us and our rodeo.
As we head into the ninety- seventh anniversary of the
Reno Rodeo, we are seeing and hearing of the many
changes that are taken place. Each change is spurred

on so that we can stay snugly in our saddles and on
the right path as we ride into our next century of
rodeo. Keeping focused on our heritage and legacy,
maintaining the western lifestyle, while providing
the best and safest entertainment is what we have
always been about, and going forward, what we
strive to continue to do.
Watch as we change to keep things the same.
We remain, spurring on the western legacy,
Bill Price and Marjie Swiatek
MAP Committee Co-Chairs
P.S. Take time to vote!

